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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


ReGurations to be observed by the ApMirats, Masters, and 
Crews of the Fisaine Smacks and Stream 
forming the FLret of the Hunt Stream Fisuine anp Ice 
Company, Louirep, and by the Freer of the Great 
NortTuern SteaMsuip Fisutna Company, Limirep, of 
Hutt, made pursuant to the provisions of section 10 of the 
“ Merchant Shipping (Fishing Boats) Act, 1887.” 


The following Reauxations for tke fleet of the Hutt Srmam 
FisninG AND Ick Company, respecting conveyance of 
fish from trawlers to vessels engaged in collecting and carrying 
fish to ports, have recently been issued by the Board of Trade :— 

Whereas the Hull Steam Fishing and Ice Company, being an 
association of owners of fishing vessels engaged in fishing in the 
North Sea, have applied to the Board of Trade to make such 
regulations respecting the conveyance of fish from trawlers to 
vessels engaged in collecting and carrying fish to ports as may 
appear to the Board of Trade ta be expedient for the purpose of 
preventing loss of life, or danger to life or limb: Now therefore 
the Board of Trade do make and publish the following regula- 
tions :— 

1. There shall be one signal for the smacks’ boats to put fish 
on board the carrier (which operation is hercin-after called 
‘‘hoarding”), and such signal shall be shown from the carrier, 
but shall not be exhibited when the weather is such as to render 
it dangerous for boats to board. 
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v 112 BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


2. The Admiral, when on the spot, shall determine whether 
the weather is fit for boarding or not, and, if in his opinion it is 
so fit, shall cause the carrier to hoist the signal to board. 

3. In the event of the Admiral being absent when the boarding 
is about to commence, the master of the carrier shall determine 


; whether the weather is fit for boarding or not, and, if in his F 
Es opinion it is so fit, shall hoist or cause to be hoisted the signal 
to board. 
: 4, After the boarding signal has been hoisted, the master of ' 


the carrier must be on deck whilst boarding is taking place, and 
shall have full authority over the crews of all boats when along- 


= side or on board of the carrier. In the event of a change in the 
Be weather rendering it unfit for boarding, he shall lower the 


boarding signal, and having taken on board the cargoes of the 
a boats already alongside, shal! at once steam to windward of the 
= fleet. 

| 5. Although the signal for boarding is hoisted, yet there shall 
be no legal obligation upon the skippers of the smacks to board, 
and each skipper must use his own independent judgment in the 
matter. No skipper shall send away his boat for the purpose of 
boarding from his vessel’s side unless the boarding signal is then 
exhibited. 


6. When the deck of the carrier is temporarily full or encumbered 
with boxes, the master of such carrier shall haul down to half- 
mast the boarding signal. No skipper shall permit his boat to \ 
leave his smack with fish whilst such signal is half-mast. 


7. The owner of every smack shall supply two life-buoys to 
such smack. The skipper thereof shall keep, or cause to be kept, 
the life-buoys, as well as any other life-saving appliance which 
may be supplied by the owner, at all times fit and ready for use. 


8. The skipper of each smack shall not permit his boat to leave 
his smack for the carrier without having a suitable life-buoy 
attached by a ‘ine to the stern-ring thereof. 


9. The skipper of each smack shall keep his boat efficiently 
fitted with a lite line of rope rove through the keel, and extending 
on either side right along it, fore and aft, and also up the stem 
and stern, and shall not permit her to leave for the carrier with 
fish unless properly laden and efficiently manned. 


10. No skipper shall permit his boat to leave his smack for the 
carrier except in charge of himself or second hand. 


11. Boarding shall not be permitted after dark. 


12. The master of a carrier on arriving at the fleet shall be 
ready to distribute his boxes, stores, &c. as soon as practicable, 
He shall not permit a smack’s boat to leave his vessel with more 
stores or empty fish boxes than she can reasonably and safely 
carry. 
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13. The u-aster of the carrier shall always engage from the 
smacks’ boats sufficient hands to assist her own crew in stowing 
fish, provided such assistance is needed. Other boats’ crews 
shail only place their boxes on the carrier’s deck, and at once 
return in their boats to their respective vessels. It shall be the 
duty of the master of the carrier to order crews back to their 
smacks directly they have placed their boxes on the carrier's 
deck ; he shall also, before leaving the fishing ground, approach 
as near as he can with safety the smacks from which the stowers 
have been engaged, for the purpose of assisting them on board 
the same. 


14, When alongside the carrier, and engaged in boarding, or 
in the transport of stores or empty fish boxes, the crews of the 


boats shall obey the commands of the master of the carrier. 


15. In the event of the carrier being also engaged in trawling, 
the master shall not permit his trawl to be down later than 
midnight previous to the day on which he proposes to take in 
fish, and shall have the beam inboard, and the deck clear, before 
hoisting the signal for boarding. 


16. Skippers of smacks shal] have their fish ready packed before 
sailing for the carrier to board, so that there may be as few smacks 
as possible lying near the carrier. 


17. No skipper, unless compelled by unavoidable circumstances, 
shall suffer his smack to approach a carrier engaged in receiving 
fish so near that the boats alongside the carrier are injuriously 
affected by the smack’s backwash. 

N.B.—If any person to whom any of the above Regulations 
applies makes default in compliance therewith, he will for each such 
detault incur a penalty not exceeding ten pounds (50 & 51 Vict., 
ch, 4, section 10, sub-section 4). 


REGULATIONS AFFECTING TRANSMISSION OF ARTICLES BY 
Parcets to ITALy. 


At the suggestion of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
the Postmaster-General, in a communication to the Board of 
Trade, dated the 19th July last, transmits copies of (1) a despatch 
dated the 3rd May, from Mr. J. G. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’Affaires at Rome, (2) a letter from the General Post Office to 
the Italian Post Office, dated the 19th May, and (3) the reply 
of the Italian Post Office, dated the 9th June. This correspondence 
relates chiefly to the regulations in force in Italy affecting the 
transmission ef worn clothes by parcels post. The Italian Post 
Office in its reply states as follows :— 

“ According to the regulations in force in Italy, worn clothes are 
not charged with import duties at the expense of the addressees, 
when they are carried by rail, and may be submitted to Customs 
examination in the presence of the said addressees, 
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“ But the same articles, contained in postal packages, are con- 
sidered as new, and as such charged with import duties because the 
addressee cannot be present at the Customs examination. 

“The addressees, however, may claim against the application 
of these duties, and the latter will be refunded on condition :— 


First, that the claim is made at the time of the delivery of the 
packages. 

Second, that it is proved, by a new examination in the Post 
Office, that the articles in question are really worn clothes. 
Third, that the addressee presents a certificate issued by the 
competent authority from which it appears that three months 
have not at that time elapsed since the date of the addressee’s 

arrival in Italy. 


‘*‘ The addressee must pay the duties levied on the packages, 
and if the claim is allowed by the Minister of Finance, the 
necessary instructions will be given for the return of the amount 

aid.” 
. Mr. J. G. Kennedy states :-— 

“Recently a marked improvement has been effected in the 
service and delivery of parcels received in Rome from England. 
Complaints still reach Her Majesty’s Embassy and Consulate, but 
they refer to the heavy Customs duties levied rather than to 
delay in delivery. 

“ Parcels sent from England to Rome are now delivered on the 
average within five days of their despatch. The practice of 
sending worn clothes by post has caused much inconvenience to 
travellers. Worn clothes which under ordinary circumstances 
would be admitted free of duty as part of a traveller’s luggage 
will, when sent through the parcels post, be charged a high duty 
as new clothes, because the Custom House arrangements as 
regards the parcels post do not permit the personal attendance 
of the owner or consignee at the passing of the goods. The 
owner is obliged to pay the duty imposed or to refuse the parcel, 
in which latter case it is returned to the office of origin. 

“Several cases bearing hardly on recipients of parcels have 
occurred, Such difficulties would have been avoided if the 
parcels had been sent by railway to be examined at the place 
of destination (vincolato alla Dogana di. .....». 

“ The practice of putting letters into parcels, which would seem 
to be common in England, is a cause of great annoyance to receivers 
of parcels abroad. ‘The letters are discovered when the parcels 
are passed by the Custom House, and a fine is consequently 
inflicted.” 
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Customs AND INLAND ReveNvurE Act, 1888 (STAMPING OF 
UNsTAMPED OR INSUFFICIENTLY STAMPED INSTRUMENTS). 


The following notice, respecting the stamping of unstamped or 
insufficiently stamped instruments, was issued by the Inland 
Revenue Department on the 2nd July :— 

“The Board of Inland Revenue give notice that, except as 
herein-after mentioned, they are prepared to remit the penalty or 
penaliies payable on stamping instruments executed prior to the 
passing of the Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1888 (16th May 
1888), which are presented to the Board for the purpose at any 
time before the lst day of January 1889. 

“This concession of course does not extend to instruments 
which cannot in any case legally be stamped after execution, or 
which cannot legally be stamped after execution without payment 
of a fixed statutory penalty, nor is it to apply to instruments in 
respect of which personal penalties have been incurred or to 
articles of clerkship. 

“The Board reserve to themselves the right of refusing the 
benefit of this concession in any case in which it may appear 
that the instrument is not voluntarily presented for stamping, but 
is presented in consequence of other circumstances, such as, for 
instance, the necessity of producing the instrument in court, or of 
making good the title to property at the requisition of a 
purchaser. 

“In the consideration of applications for relief from penalties 
payable on stamping instruments executed prior to the passing of 
the Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1888, and not presented for 
the purpose until after the 1st of January next, the Board will 
have regard to the fact that the liability to the payment of such 
penalties might have been avoided had advantage been taken of 
the arrangement hereby notified.” 


CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN FOR GOODS EXPORTED TO ITALY. 


The following is a copy of a notice issued by the Foreign 
Office on the 7th August last :—A question having arisen as to 
wheiher a fee of 4s, for attesting certificates of origin is leviable 
by Italian Consular officers in the United Kingdom, it would 
appear that under treaty stipulations between Austria and Italy, 
the benefits of which are enjoyed by this country under the 
most favoured nation clause, no such fee is leviable in Austria, 
and exporters in the United Kingdom are consequently exempted 
from it. 

It may be desirable to remind exporters of British tissues that 
patterns sent to Italy must be accompanied by a certificate of 
origin, as otherwise they are liable to be charged duty as French 
goods. 
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STATE OF THE SKILLED Lapour MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared for the Journal 
by the Labour Correspondent to the Board of Trade :— 

During the month the state of the labour market has been one 
of continued steadiness. The number of skilled workmen out of 
employment is still somewhat above the level of periods of really 
good trade, but in some directions an approach is being made to 
the conditions prevailing from four to five years ago. Improve- 
ment is chiefly being made in the building, engineering, and 
shipping trades. Thus, we find that all branches of the former 
department of industry are better provided with work now than 
at any time since 1884. The engineering trades have not been 
so well employed since March 1884, and in most of the important 
centres of the trade a gradual recovery is going on of the wage 
rates paid previous to the reductions of 1885-86. The strikes 
pending on this subject on the north-east coast last month 
have been settled in favour cf the workmen, and it seems 
probab'e that the wages question will be disposed of in other 
localities without much friction. 

The same statement may apply to the shipbuilding and boiler- 
making branches, which are now stzadily employed. In the 
Clyde district some difficulty has been experienced in obtaining 
men of certain classes. Indeed, so much has this been the case, 
that the trade society representing this industry has moved 
many of its unemployed members from the Mersey to the Clyde. 
The cotton trade is only moderate, and the boot and shee, 
clothing, and printing trades are dull owing to seasonal causes. 
The general iron and coal trades are steady and fairly employed, 
but prices have not risen sufficiently to favourably affect wages. 
Indeed the selling price of coal in the Durham district has been 
such as to cause a reduction of 1} per cent. upon the wages of 
the miners. 

There seems now every indicatiun of a moderately prosperous 

autumn and wiuter, in pleasing contrast to those of the last three 
years. 
: Seventeen trade societies haye forwarded reports showing an 
aggregate membership of 186,120, of which total 7,000 were 
unemployed. These figures are practically the same as those 
of last month, but in dealing only with those which have furnished 
full details it is found that the proportion of men out of work 
has fallen from 46 to 3°9 per cent. There is thus observable a 
gradual month to month improvement unmarked by anything 
like rush or inflation. The percentage of unemployed in the 
August of last year was not less than 85, but since then progress 
has been made by safe, if easy, stages. 
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IlL—QUARANTINE NOTICKS, 


Russi. 


According to a despatch, dated 14th July, from Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, the Governor-General of Odessa 
has instituted a strict medical inspection on all vessels arriving 
from Naples. 

The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 2Uth July, from 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg :—‘Six days’ 
“ quarantine imposed on vessels arriving at Black Sea ports from 
‘* ports situated in Bay of Naples.” 


PORTUGAL. 


The following is a copy of a telegram, date1 9th July, from 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon :—*“ Ports of Pernambuco and 
its province free from yellow fever from Ist June.” 


AvustTro-HuNGARY. 


A despatch, dated 13th July, from the Austro-Hungarian 
Chargé d’Affaires in London, states that by a notice, dated 
Ist July, arrivals from the Gulf of Naples in Austro-Hungarian 
ports will be submitted to a medical visit in the event of having 
a suspected case on board. 


‘TURKEY. 


A telegram, dated 26th July, from Her Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Constantinople, says :—* Tne Board of Health have imp sed a 
medical visit on arrivals from Gulf of Naples.” 

A telegram, dated Ist August, from Her Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at Constantinople, says: — Medical visit on arrivals from 
“* Gulf of Naples suppressed. Ottoman Consul at Odessa reports 
“ that three days’ quarantine is imposed there on arrivals from 
Italy.” 

The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 3rd August, from 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople :—* Quarantine at 
<i Odessa against Gulf of Naples has been replaced by medical 
“ visit.” 
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118 QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


CYPpRus. 


The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 30th July, from 
Her Majesty's High Commissioner of Cyprus:—* Medical visit 
imposed on arrivals from Gulf of Naples.” 


The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 12th July, from 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Alexandria :—“ Quarantine removed 
in Egypt from Sinkel, Island of Sumatra.” 

The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 1st” August, from 
Hier Majesty’s Consul at Alexandria :—“ Arrivals from Madras 
admitted to free pratique.” 


PERU. 


A despatch, dated 16th June last, from Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Callao, forwards a copy of a decree issued by the authorities 
at Lima, stating that vessels coming direct from Coquimbo, or 
that do not touch on the voyage at any infected ports on the 
coast of Chili, shall be admitted in Peruvian ports. 


Ecuapor. 


A despatch, dated 28th May last, from Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Quito, states that in consequence of the almost total cessation 
of cholera in Chili the Sanitary Board of Guayaquil, on the 
16th May declared that vessels proceeding from Chilian ports 
with clean bills of health and touching at Peruvian ports should 
be admitted at Guayaquil; but that vessels arriving direct from 
Chilian ports should be subjected to a quarantine of observation 
varying between forty-eight hours and five days. 


CoLoMBIA. 


A despatch, dated 18th June last, from Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Bogota, encloses an extract from the Official Journal of the 
9th June, containing the quarantine regulations framed by the 
Colombian Government, which can be seen at the Board of Trade, 
Whitehall Gardens, as they are too voluminous for publication. 
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IIL—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


AUSTRALIA AND Mauritius (ALTERATIONS IN SERVICE BY 
Frencn Packer). 


Commencing with the month of August, alterations have been 
made in the service of the Messageries Maritimes packets, which 
convey mails from Marseilles to Australia and Mauritius. 

Under the new arrangements, a packet will leave Marseilles on 
the lst of each month, conveying mails for Aden, Seychelles, 
Australia, New Zealand, New Caledonia, Réunion, Mauritius, and 
Madagascar, and mails for these places will be made up in 
London in the evening two days previous to the date of departure 
of the packet from Marseilles, excepting on those occasions when 
the despatch from London would fall on a Sunday; in such case 
the mails will be made up on the evening of Saturday. 

A packet will also leave Marseilles on the 12th of each month, 
for Aden, Zanzibar, Mayotte, Nossi-Bé, Madagascar, Réunion, 
and Mauritius. Mails for these places will be made up in London 
two days previous, or three days when the despatch from London 
would otherwise fall on a Sunday. 

Correspondence intended for Aden, Zanzibar, or the Australian 
Colonies, meant to be forwarded by this service, must be specially 
ddressed “ vid Marseilles,” or “by French Packet.” 


ror Eeyrt. 


In consequence of an alteration in the Austrian packet service 
between Brindisi and Alexandria, the mails tor Egypt intended 
for conveyance by that line are now despatched from London 
every Wednesday morning, instead of every Thursday morning 
as formerly, 


FOREIGN AND CoLontAL Parcert Post (SINGAPORE AND 
Hone Kona). 


The parcel mails for Singapore and Hong Kong which have 
recently been despatched weekly from London, will, in future, as 
formerly, be despatched every alternate Wednesday morning, 
counting from the 25th July last. 
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Marts For New ZEALAND (CHANGE IN Day or Despatrca 
vid SAN FRANCISCO). 


It has been arranged with the New Zealand Post Office to 
shorten the time of transit to that Colony vid San Francisco by 
despatching the mails from Londow every fourth Saturday instead 
of every fourth Wednesday, and so making use of the quick 
packets of the Cunard Line leaving Queenstown on Sundays. 
The mails will continue to be despatched alternately vid San 
Francisco and by direct steamers from Piymouth, as shown below. 
No correspondence is sent vid Brindisi unless specially superscribed 
to that effect. 

The Colonial contract service vid San Francisco is to be 
maintained up to November 1889. 

Vid San Francisco (Saturday evening):—8th September, 6th 
October, 3rd November, 1st December, 29th December. 

Vid Plymouth (Friday evening) :—24th August, 21st Septem- 
ber, 19th October, 16th November, 14th December. 


Nieut DELIVERY OF LETTERS TO PRIVATE Box Ho3mpers. 


Private letter boxes for use during the night may be rented 
at all post offices at which a night staff ison duty and at which 
there is a delivery of letters to callers during the day. 

This arrangement will enable the public to obtain, as far as 
practicable, during the night letters (ée., postal packets paid at 
letter rates of postage) which, in the ordinary course, would not 
be delivered until next morning, 

A renter of a night letter box can thus, during the hours of 
attendance of the night staff, obtain letters arriving after the 
office is ordinarily closed to callers, provided that such letters be 
enclosed by the sender in red envelopes clearly marked in the 
upper left-hand corner “ Special private box night delivery,” and 
addressed thus :— 


Special Private Box 
Night Delivery. 


Messrs. 


Box No. 


Post office 
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Letters intended for night delivery must, of course, be posted 
in time for the ordinary despatches. The public are recommended 
to hand in such letters at a post office counter; but when this 
cannot conveniently be done, they may be posted in any post 
letter box. 

The rent for a night letter box will be twice the amount 
charged for an ordinary private letter box, and if a private box be 
rented for use during the day the ordinary rent for such a box 
must also be paid. 


Parcet Post to Greek Forts. 


Parcels not exceeding 7 lbs. in weight can now be received at 
any post office in the United Kingdom for transmission to the 
following ports in Greece, viz., Argostoli, Calamata, Catacolo, 
Cerigo, Corfu, Patras, Pireus, Santa Maura, Syra, Volo, and 
— at the rates of postage and under the conditions mentivned 

elow. 

Parcels for these ports will be included in the maiis for 
Vienna despatched from London vid Hamburg every Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday morning, and in the mails for Cologne 
despatched from London every morning and evening. 

Rates of Postage-—For a parcel— 

Not exceeding 3 lbs., Hamburg, 2s. 9d.; vid Cologne, 3s. 

Exceeding 3 lbs., but not exceeding 7 lbs., vid Hamburg, 3s, 3d. ; 
vid Cologne, 3s. 5d. 

Dimensions—No parcel must exceed 2 ft. in any direction. 


ny 
| 
{ 
. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j | 
| sy 


122 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


IV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russta (FINLAND). 


Import Duty on Fire-arm and Revolver Cartridges. 


The Deutsches Handels-Archiv for the month of July last states 
that, according to an official proclamation of the Finnish Customs 
authorities, prepared loaded cartridges for fire-arms and revolvers 
imported in packages of less than 100 kilos. are leviable with a 
duty of 47 Finnish marks per 100 kilos. 


Tue NETHERLANDS (New GurInea). 


Prohibition of the Import of Spirituous Liquors. 

The Deutsches Handels-Archiv for the month of July last states 
that, by a decree of the Governor-General of the Netherlands 
East Indies, dated the 31st March, the import of spirituous 
liquors into the Netherland portions of New Guinea is prohibited. 


SwITZERLAND. 


Note.—Quintal = 220°4 lbs. avoirdupois. France = 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the Swiss Customs Tariff were given by the Swiss Customs 
authorities during the month of June last :— 

Wood shavings and saw-dust.—Category 1. Duty, free. 

Eau d Atirona (toilet soap, liquid).—Category 13, Duty, 70 
franes per quintal. 

Bromide of sodium.— Category 17. Duty, 1 franc per quintal. 

All combinations of bromine (with the exception of bromide of 
sodium), such as bromide of ethyl, of ammonium, baryum, 
calcium, lithium, &c.—Category 18. Duty, 2 franes per quintal. 

Brushes for lamp chimneys, with handle of wood or iron wire. 
—Category 74. Duty, 50 francs per quintal. 

Iron tubes for heating railway carriages, &c., closed at the two 
ends and provided with a hole in the centre—Category 107. 
Duty, 2 francs per quintal, 
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Boxes of sheet iron, including those painted on the inside only. 
—Category 13la. Duty, 20 franes per quintal. 

Tiles of concrete (prepared with cement, sand, and gravel).— 
Category 171. Duty, 15 cts. per quintal. 

Glazed cardboard (Glanzcarton).—Category 273. Duty, 4 francs 
per quintal. 

Lamp wicks.—Category 291. Duty, 50 franes per quintal. 

Fans made of the materials mentioned in Category 410 of the 
Tariff, including those which are not classified in what is under- 
stood by common mercery, fans of silk or half silk —Category 410. 
Duty, 150 franes per quintal. 

In Category 411, the words “common, that is to say, which 
by their nature are not included in Category 410,” are inserted 
after “fans.” Duty, 16 frances per quintal, 


ITay. 


Repeal of Exemption from Duty of Cereals and Molasses imported 
Sor the Manufacture of Spirits. 


A despatch, dated the 27th July last has been received from 
Mr. J. G. Kennedy, Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Rome, 
transmitting copy and translation of a decree published by the 
Minister of Finance, repealing the exemption from duty of cereais 
and molasses imported for the manufacture of spirits. This decree 
was to take effect on the 15th July last. 


Increased Import Duties on Cereals and Flour Manufactures. 


Mr. J. G. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rome, 
in a despatch, dated the 23rd July last, encloses translation of a 
Royal decree, published in the Official Gazette of the 17th July, 
giving the force of law to the following alterations, which were 
temporarily applied by Royal decree in February last, as notified 
on p. 246 of the March number of the Board of Trade 
Journal :— 


Grain and wheat.—Category 264. Duty, 50 lire per ton. 

Flour of grain or wheat.— Category 270a. Duty, 8 lire 70 cents 
per quintal. 

Flour of semolina.—Category 270c. Duty, 11 lire per quintal. 

Bran. —Category 271. Duty, 2 lire 75 cents per quintal. 

Wheat paste—Category 272. Duty, 12 lire per quintal. 

Bread and sea biscuits.—Category 273. Duty, 12 lire per 
quintal. 

Oats.—Category 266. Duty, 4 lire per quintal. 
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FRANCE. 
Alteration of Law respecting Taxation of Sugars. 


The French Journal Officiel for the 25th July last contains the 
the text of a law passed by the Senate and Chamber of Deputies, 
and signed by the French President on the 24th July, altering 
the regulations affecting the taxation of sugars. The following is 
a translation of the law in question :— 


Art. 1. From and after the 1888-89 season (1st September 
1889) the duties on raw and refined sugars of every origin, 
fixed by the law of the 29th July 1884, are reduced from 
50 francs to 40 francs per 100 kilogrammes of refined sugar. 


Art. 2, From and after the sume period, a temporary surtax of 
50 per cent. is established on taxable sugars of every origin. 

Sugars exempted from duty by reason of waste in manufacture 
or excess of legal yield, in virtue of the laws of the 29th July 
1884 and 4th July 1887, are subjected to a special equivalent tax 
payable in cash on leaving the factories at the rate of 20 frances 
per 100 kilogrammes of refined sugar, but any surplus remaining 
in the factories and being the produce of beetroot worked up 
during the 1887-88 season is subject until the 31st December 
1888 to the regulation now in force. 

The surtax or colonial sugars freed from duty on account 
of allowance for waste in manufacture is maintained at 10 francs 
for the 1888-89 season, conformably to the dispositions of the law 
of the 13th July 1886. After the lst September 1889 the surtax 
on sugars of this description will be increased to 20 francs. 


Ait. 3. The duties on candied sugars, glucoses, sugars used for 
sweetening wines, ciders, and perries, and on derivatives from 
sugar, will continue to be temporarily levied dt the rates laid 
down by the law of the 27th May 1887. 


Art. 4. The surtax of 7 francs on raw sugars not assimilated 
to refined sugars imported from European countries or from 
entrepots which should expire on the 3lst August 1888, is 
prolonged until the 31st August 1890. 


Alteration in Tonnage Dues at Havre, Dieppe, and Cherbourg. 


The French Journal Offictel for the 29th July contains two 
decrees of the President of the French Republic, providing that 
at the ports of Dieppe and Cherbourg the tonnage dues to be 
paid by vessels having put or intending to put into another 
French port where a local tonnage due is levied, in order to 
discharge or take in cargo of merchandise destined for or coming 
from foreign countries or the French colonies, are reduced by 
one-half. A decree has also been issued to the effect that at 
the port of Havre the tonnage dues to be paid by vessels having 
discharged part of their cargo at another French port where local 
tonnage dues are levied, are to be reduced by one half. 
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AvstriA-HUuUNGARY. 
Alterations in the Duties on Spirits and Sugars. 


The Moniteur Belge for the second July last states that two 
laws, dated the 20th June, have effected the following alterations 
in the duties on spirits and sugars in Austria-Hungary :— 


Art. 76.—Distilled liqueurs and spirits :— 
a.—Liqueurs, punch essences, and other sweetened spirituous 
liquors, arrack, rum, French brandy, cognac, 76 florins per 100 
kilogrammes. 
b.—Other distilled spirituous liquors, also adulterated, 60 florins 
per 100 kilogrammes. 
(Note-—The consumption tax on the manufacture of distilled 
spirituous liquors is included in the Customs duty.) 
‘ Sugar of any kind is subjected to the following consumption 
uties :— 


1.--Beetroot sugar and sugar of all kinds (raw), with the 
exception of syrups not edible, 11 florins per 100 kilos 
2.— Other sugars :— 
a.—In the solid state, 3 florins, 
b.—-In the liquid state, 1 florin. 


PoRTUGAL. 
Alterations in Duties on Spirits and Alcohol. 


A despatch, dated the 16th July last, has heen received from 
Sir G. F. Bonham, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, 
transmitting copies and translation of a law which had been 
published in the Official Gazette, containing various alterations in 
the tariff duties relating to spirits and alcohol. The following is 
a copy of the translation in question :— 

Art. 1. The duties levied in the General Customs Tariff on 
spirits, brandy, and alcohol are modified as follows :— 

217. Spirits, brandy, and alcohol in casks or demijohns, per 
decalitre of pure alcohol, reis 1,500 (6s. 8d.). 

218. Spirits, brandy, and alcohol in bottles, flagons, or the like, 
and alcoholic beverages not otherwise specified, per decalitre of 
liquid, reis 1,900 (8s. 5°33d_). 

§. The Government are empowered to raise the duties as laid 
down in this article, in the event of any nations that produce the 
articles in question granting a bounty on the exportation of the 
same, 

Article 2, Sprits, brandy, and alcohol produced in the conti- 
nental part of the kingdom, and in the adjacent islands, are liable 
to the payment of a tax on production at the rate of 200 reis 
(10°66d.) per decalitre of pure alcohol. 

Sect. 1. Subject to the tollowing exemptions :— 

1. Spirits, brandy, and alcohol distilled from wine, figs, and 
from the stones of grapes, provided, as regards the two last-named, 
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that the products are obtained from ordinary stills, holding not 
more than 750 litres and unprovided with a rectifying instru- 
ment. 

2, Spirits, brandy, and alcohol distilled from the sugar cane, 
produced in the island of Madeira. 

3. Alcohol for private consumption or for preparing wines, 
provided it shall have been rendered useless for other purposes 
in the manner laid down in the regulations; the tax on produc- 
tion as regards this article shall be 100 reis (5°33d.) per decalitre 
of pure alcohol. 

Sect, 2- The tax on production shall be paid according to the 
reckoning arrived at by means of meters to measure either the 
liquids about to be distilled, or else the product already distilled, 
or both. 


(a.) Should the amount of production be calculated by means 
of the measurement of the undistilied liquids, the regulations will 
determine the equivalent yield in pure alcohol of each metre of 
those articles. 

(b.) Shouid the calculation be made according to the distilled 
product, the regulations shall specify the manner in which the 
alcoholic strength of the said product is to be determined. 

Sect. 3. The tax on the production of spirits, alcohol, and 
brandy is to be paid in any one of the different manners as allowed 
by the fiscal laws. 

Sect. 4. The provisions of this article are applicable to artificial 
butter made in the country, the duty on its manufacture being 
150 reis (8d.) per kilogramme, but deducting the import duties 
on the fatty raw materials which are absolutely requisite for its 
manufacture, and likewise 150 reis (8d.) on each kilogramme of 
natural butter used in its manufacture. 


Art. 3. The tax, so-called, of the “Real d’Agua” on alcohol 
at Oporto and Villa Nova de Gaia is 70 reis (3°73d.), and 60 reis 
(3°20d.) in the rest of the country; the octroi or consumption 
duty in Lisbon is 120 reis (6:40d.), including gin ; on liqueurs and 
on any other alcoholic beverages, not otherwise specilied, the 
duty is 170 reis (9°06d.). 

Art. 4. Spirits, brandy, alcohol, varnishes, and “ geropigas’ 
(brandied must), upon which the tax on production shall have 
already been paid, will be entitled, on their exportation to a 
foreign country, toa bounty of 160 reis (8°53d.) per decalitre of 
pure alcohol, in accordance with the regulations in force. 


> 


Alterations in Customs Duties on Cereals, and in Octroi Dues on 
various Articles, 


A despatch, dated the 26th July, has been received from Sir 
G. F. Bonham, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Lisbon, trans- 
mitting copy and translation of a Portuguese law, changing the 
tariff duties on cereals, &c., a notification of the prvvisional 
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increase on which appeared in the last number of the Board of 
Trade Journal. The following is a copy of the translation in 
question :— 

Art. 1. The duties leviable in accordance with the General 
Customs Tariff upon cereals and flour made therefrom, and also on 
beans, are altered as foilows :— 

187. Wheat, per kilog., 20 reis (106d.); 187a. Maize, per 
kilog., 16 reis (0°85d.); 188. Cereals in grain not otherwise 
specified, per kilog., 15 reis (0°80d.); 189. Flour made from any 
kind of cereals, per kilog., 30 reis (1°60d.) ; 193. Beans, per kilog., 
14 reis (O-74d.). 

Sect. 1. The Government are empowered to raise these duties 
as far as may be necessary in order to afford compensation for any 
bounties on exportation that may be accorded by any exporting 
countries. 

Sect. 2. The Government are also authorised, after taking the 
advice of the general Boards of Commerce and Agriculture, to 
reduce the rate of duty on flour made from wheat, maize, and rye, 
whenever such a measure may be required, in order to prevent 
any increase in the price of bread or of any article of food made 
from cereals; and should this course not be sufficient for the 
purpose, they are at liberty at the same time to make a propor- 
tional reduction of the duty on cereals in grain and on flour made 
therefrom. 

Sect. 3. In accordance with the foregoing paragraph the 
Government are furthermore empowered to reduce the duty on 
flour made from wheat to 25 reis (1°33d.), whenever, in the Lisbon 
market, the price of the ordinary kind of wheat named “ribeiro ” 
shall be less than 580 reis (2s. 6°93d.) per 10 kilogrammes, and 
the price of the ordinary kind of wheat named “ durazio” shall be 
less than 550 reis (2s. 5°33d.) per 10 kilogrammes. 

Sect. 4. The Government shall also afford their assistance for 
the establishment of municipal bakeries at Lisbon, Oporto, and at 
other important towns, by according to them the following 
advantages :— 


1. Any public buildings for the purpose of setting up the 
bakeries ; 

2. The importation, free of duty, of all machinery and utensils 
for making bread. 


Art, 2, The Government shall also accord the importation, free 
of duty, of any machinery and utensils for the purpose of grinding 
and sifting corn and also for making bread, provided that those 
articles are intended for the use of any bakery making use of 
national wheat only. 

§ The Government shall also grant the exemption from the 
payment of industrial tax during 10 years to all mills of any kind, 
even water-mills and wind-mills, and “ turbinas” screw-mills that 
shall only grind Portuguese cereals. 


Art. 3. The railway rates of freight in the State lines, on wheat 
maize, and flour, shall be so fixed that the proportion between the 
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units of cereals in grain and those of flour shall not be greater than 
three to four. 

Sect. 1. The Government shali enter into negotiations with 
the private railway companies with a view to obtain similar rates 
of freight. 

Sect. 2. The Government shall not give their assent to any 
new general or special railway rates of freight in which the 
proportion referred to shall not be maintained. 


Art. 4. The Government are authorised to establish in the 
building of the extinct convent of the Carmelite Order (commonly 
called “ das Grillas”) or at any other place that may be fit for the 
purpose on the right bank of the Tagus, mills, bakeries, and 
biscuit manufactories, depdts, stores, coach-houses, and stables, 
in accordance with the bases of the plan proposed by the 
Committee appointed by the “ Portaria” of 30th June 1886. 
The Government are also empowered, whenever they may think 
it expedient, to establish in the environs of the city of Oporto 
a subsidiary establishment for the purpose of making bread from 
maize or rye or from both. 

Sect. 1. The establishments referred to in this article shall 
supply the army and navy, as well as the public bodies and 
establishments subject to the Departments of the Interior, Justice, 
War, and Marine; and they shall make use, as much as possible, 
of maize and rye in supplying food for the troops in the northern 
part of the country; they shall also be at liberty to sell flour to 
the municipal bakeries and to the public in general. 

Sect. 2. The Government are authorised to spend not more 
than 60,000,000 reis (13,333/.) per annum during 11 years in 
setting up the establishment in Lisbon as well as the subsidiary 
one at Oporto, for which purpose they will invite tenders, both 
for the works and for the purchase of materials, in accordance 
with the regulations respecting public accounts, and the Govern- 
ment are at liberty to raise, in whatever manner they may 
consider to be most expedient, and provided they do not exceed 
the item fixed in this paragraph, the sums that may be required 
for the speedy installation of the said establishments. 

Sect. 3. The whole of the establishments referred to in this 
article shall only make use of national cereals, except in cases of 
absolute necessity. 


Art. 5. The undermentioned articles are eliminated from the 
Octroi Tariff of the city of Lisbon, and will therefore be in- 
troduced into the city free from duty. 

Sheep and rams, slaughtered in public shambles or in any 
subsidiary slaughter-house ; buck-goats; mutton and flesh of 
goats, free from bone and fat, fresh, dried, salted, or smoked, of 
animals killed outside the city; sucking pigs; live lambs and 
kids; lambs and kids, killed but not skinned, and killed and 
skinned ; intestines, &c. of sheep and goats; guts or tripe of 
sheep or goats, fresh or dried ; dried beans; salt; straw; hay of 
any kind; fuel of the vegetable kingdom, except charcoal. 
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Sect. 1. The octroi duty on wine shall be as follows :— 


Common wine up to 15°, Portuguese wine in bottles, and 
Douro and Madeira wines either in cask or in bottle, provided 
proof of origin is given, per 100 kilogrammes, 3,200 reis 
(14s, 2°664.). 

Wine from 16° to 19°, per 100 kilogrammes, 3,700 reis 
(16s. 5°60d.), 


Wine from 20° to 22°, per 100 kilogrammes, 4,200 reis 
(18s. 8d). 
Wine with 23° or more shall be classified as alcohol or as 


simple or prepared spirits ; duty as in 21st article of Octroi Tariff 
of Lisbon. 


Sect. 2. The increase of revenue derived from the duties levied 
on wine in accordance with the foregoing paragraph shall be 
applied to the reduction of the duty on wine of less than 15°. 


Art. 6. The increase of revenue derived from the import duties 
as fixed by this law, over and above the proceeds in the financial 
year of 1887-88 derived from the analogous duties hitherto in force, 
shall be applied as follows :— 


1. One-third, up to the sum of 200,000,000 reis (44,444/.) per 
annum, to the reduction of the additional rates levied in the 


various districts as compensation to the State, in so far as those 
additional rates fall on land. 


2, The sum of 60,000,000 reis (13,333/.) for the reduction both 
in the State railways and in those belonging to private companies, 
of the rates of freight of any manures that are not already con- 
veyed free of charge, for the supervision and authentication of 
chemical manures exposed for sale, as well as for the establishment 
in foreign countries of commercial depéts of the several types of 
Portuguese wines that may be in demand at each market. 


§. Any surplus that may remain over, after deducting the 
expenses authorised by this law, is to be devoted to the payment 
of the charges arising out of the guarantee of interest already 
accorded or to be hereafter accorded to the construction of 
railways. 

Art. 7. The Government shall draw up the necessary regu- 
lations in order to carry this law into effect, and they shall render 
an uccount to the Cortes every year of the use they may have 
made of the powers conferred upon them by this law. 


Art. 8. Any laws in opposition thereto are hereby revoked. 


New Tonnage and Anchorage Dues Law. 


A despatch, dated the 25th June last, has been received from 
Mr. G. G. Petre, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, enclosing 
translation of a law regulating the amount of tonnage and 
anchorage dues to be paid on Portuguese and foreign vessels. 
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The following is a copy of the translation in question :— 

Art. 1. The tonnage and anchorage dues levied for the benefit 
of the public Treasury on all Portuguese and foreign vessels in the 
continental ports of the kingdom and in the adjacent islands of 
the Azores and Madeira shall henceforth be regulated and 
recovered in accordance with the provisions of this law. 

Sect. 1. Portuguese or foreign sailing vessels or steamers 
engaged in the navigation of the high sea or on long sea voyages 
will have to pay, on quitting a Portuguese port, the sum of 45 reis 
(2°40d.) per each admeasurement ton. 

§. Subject to the following exceptions :— 

(Clause a.) Portuguese or foreign steamers belonging to any 
lines of navigation carrying on a regularly subsidised mail-packet 
service, whether starting from any Portuguese port or merely 
calling at a Portuguese port, at least once a month, shall pay 
20 reis (1°06d.) per admeasurement ton, provided they convey the 
mails gratis both on the outward and homeward voyage; and 
25 reis (1°33d.) should they not convey the mail gratie. 

(Clause b.) Steamers not employed on any subsidised mail- 
packet service, although they may carry the mails gratis, shall, on 
their calling at any port to complete their cargo, or to receive 
passengers, or even to land passengers, or part of their cargo, pay 
30 reis (1°60d.) per cubic metre. 

(Clause c.) Vessels entering or quitting a port without per- 
forming any commercial operation, as well as those comprised 
within any of the other cases of exemption maintained in 
accordance with the 2nd article of this law, shall pay no tonnage 
dues whatsoever. 

Nevertheless, in such cases, should any vessels stay in port 
beyond the period laid down in the regulations, or in contraven- 
tion of the conditions set forth therein, the Government may 
require them to pay, as anchorage dues, a tax not exceeding the 
minimum specified in this law, the amount of which shall be fixed 
in the said regulations. 

(Clause d.) Vessels quitting the bar of the Douro shall pay 
double the amount of the dues as fixed by this law, one-half of 
which is to be applied exclusively to the payment of the cost of 
the improvements of that bar, in lieu of the special tax at present 
levied in virtue of the decree of the 15th December 1790. 

Sect. 2. The admeasurement of vessels in tons shall be calcu- 
lated for the intents and purposes of this Jaw at the rate of 
2°83 cubic metres per storage ton. The total amount of cubic 
metres, as determined according to Moorsom’s process, is to be 
divided by the said number, and the quotient will show the 
number of tons liable to the respective tonnage dues. 

§. In the event of there being no ship’s papers on board, or in 
cease they should not contain the data required by the regulations 
of their respective countries. the tonnage in cubic metres is to be 
ascertained according to Moorsom’s system of admeasurement of 
vessels loaded, or in accordance with the second rule of Moorsom’s 
system, 
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Sect. 3. In the port of Funchal, vessels shall be exempted from 
the payment of any tonnage dues whatsoever during the period of 
five years, reckoned from the date of the publication of this law, 
except as regards any undertakings or companies subsidised by 
the State in virtue of their contracts, 


UNITED STATES, 


Customs Decisions, 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles 
in the Customs Tariff and the application of the Customs Law 
of the United States, were recently given by the United States 
Government :— 

Certain articles called “ stampings,” which upon investigation 
are found to consist of forgings of steel, which only require to 
be bored, titted, and polished, to be ready and fit for use as parts 
of bicycles, and which, in their condition as imported, are com- 
mercially known as parts of bicycles, are held to be dutiable at 
the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision iu 
Schedule N (T. I., 412) for parts of carriages. 

Certain decorated earthenware tea-pots imported filled with 
tea, the handles thereof being packed separately, are held to 
be dutiable at the rate of 60 per cent. ad valorem, as independent 
importations, under the provision in Schedule B (T. I., 125) for 
decorated earthenware. 

Upon reconsideration, and after a thorough investigation of 
the whole matter, it is found that the so-called ‘“ black taggers” 
is of substantially the same quality and produced by the same 
processes of manufacture as the black taggers’ iron which, for 
a long series of years, has heen admitted to entry under the 
provision (in the Act of 1864, re-enacted as well in the Revised 
Statutes as in the Act of March 3, 1883, T. I, 151) for black 
taggers’ iron, and is commercially known as black taggers’ iron ; 
and the weight of evidence is also to the effect that the article 
is not steel, but a high grade of iron. The Treasury Department 
therefore reverses decision of the 25th of February last (published 
at p. 257 of the Board of Trade Journal for March last), in which 
there was not a full and correct presentation of the facts, and 
holds that the said black taggers or black taggers’ iron is dutiable 
at the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem, as prescribed in said pro- 
vision (T. I., 151) of Schedule C. 

Champagne when imported ia large bottles called “ magnums,” 
holding about two quarts each, there being six magnums in a 
case, and two cases securely bound together with iron bands so 
as to form a single package, is not liable to seizure under the 
provisions in Schedule H (T. I, 310), it being held that the said 
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combined packages, which contain one dozen of the said magnum 
bottles, constitutes a substantial compliance with such provision 
of the statute. 

A small steam-yacht imported from Canada is held to be liable 
to duty, notwithstanding the fact that the same may be intended 
as a pleasure-yacht for use of the party importing it. 

Fry’s malted cocoa, which is a patented article protected by a 
trade mark, each box of which is accompanied by a circular 
representing it to be a proprietary preparation, and recommending 
it to the public as such and as useful in cases of bodily ailments, 
is held to be dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem, 
under the provision in Schedule A (T. 1., 99) for “ proprietary 
preparations.” 

Certain paper in rolls, commercially known as “ ferro-prussiate 
paper,” which is intended to be specially used for solar photograph 
printing, is held to be dutiable at the rate of 15 per cent. ad 
valorem, as “manufactures of paper,” under Schedule M (T. L., 
388), inasmuch as it appears that the paper proper, after manufac- 
ture, has been subjected to a further process by having one of its 
surfaces treated with a preparation composed of prussiate of 
potash and ammonia citrate of iron, which fits it for the special 
use above mentioned. 

The expense of granulating imported granulated rice is not a 
“charge” within the scope of section 7 of the Act of March 3, 
1883, but is, in fact, an element of the actual market value of 
the merchandise at the time and place of its exportation. 

Tin cans containing olive oil, which are barrel-shaped and 
corrugated horizontally to give the appearance and more than the 
strength of hoops, and are furnished with independent screw- 
faucets for the withdrawal of their contents, and with a screw- 
closed aperture at the top through which they are originally 
filled and can be re-filled with oil or liquid of any kind after 
their contents have been removed, are held to be dutiable at the 
rate of 100 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in section 7 
of the Act of March 3, 1883, the articles being coverings which 
are intended for use otherwise than in the bond fide transportation 
of the goods to the United States. 

Small show-cases, consisting of morocco or leather covered 
cases with glass tops, containing six packages of embroidery 
thread, which cases are of an expensive character and are intended 
for use in showing the different shades of thread, and, when 
empty, to be refilled with goods of the same description, not being 
coverings designed for the bond fide transportation of the goods to 
the United States, are held to be dutiable at the rate of 100 per 
cent. ad valorem, under the provision of section 7 of the Act of 
March 3, 1883. 


Small baskets containing preserved fruits or dried sweetmeats, 
which are of a character entirely different from the ordinary plain 
wooden and pasteboard boxes in which such goods are usually 
imported, and which are ornamented and designed for use other- 
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wise than in the bond fide transportation of their contents to the 
United States, are held to be dutiable at the rate of 100 per 
cent. ad valorem, under the provision of section 7 of the Act of 
March 3, 1883. 

Bookbinders’ cloth, which consists of a cotton fabric largely 
impregnated with gum, so as to render it impracticable to deter- 
mine the number of threads to the square inch without destroying 
the fabric, is held to be dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. 
ad valorem, as an unenumerated manufacture of cotton, under 
Schedule I (T. I., 324). 

Small earthenware tea-sets and other like articles, which are 
primarily intended and are ordinarily used by children for their 
amusement, are dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem, 
under the provision in Schedule N (T. I., 425) for “toys.” 

A vegetable fibre, consisting of a flat and non-elastic fibre, which 
is intended and suitable only for manufacture into cordage, and 
which has all the characteristics of sisal-grass, is held to be 
dutiable at the rate of 15 dollars per ton, under the provision in 
Schedule J (T. I., 333) for ‘‘sisal-grass, and other vegetable 
substances not specially enumerated or provided for.” 


Coral beads, imported as such, are held to be dutiable at the 
rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule N 
(T. I, 396).for “beads and bead ornaments of all kinds, except 
amber,” which provision is more specific than that of paragraph 421, 
for “ coral, cut, manufactured, or set.” 


Embroidered and scalloped linen handkerchiefs, notwithstanding 
that they require certain portions to be cut off before reaching the 
condition in which such handerchiefs are ordinarily used, or the 
fact that the embroidery constitutes the most prominent feature 
thereof, are held to be dutiable at the rate of 35 per cent. ad 
valorem, under the special provision in Schedule J (T. I., 334) 
for “ handkerchiefs or other manufactures of flax, jute, or hemp, or 
‘¢ of which flax, jute, or hemp shall be the component material of 
chief value.” 


Hat, bonnet, and belt-pins, consisting of pins of much larger 
size than the ordinary solid-head pins, mounted with glass heads, 
are held to be dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem, 
under the provision in Schedule C (T. I., 216) for “manufactures, 
“ articles, or wares, not specially enumerated or provided for, 
* composed wholly or in part of metal.” 


The day of the sailing of a vessel from the foreign port has 
been held to be the date of exportation of imported merchandise 
for duty purposes. 


Brass pocket-compasses, being ordinary instruments in common 
use, which are made of brass, iron, and steel, with covers of glass, 
enclosed in small brass boxes having movable covers, are not 
“ philosophical apparatus and instruments ” within the meaning of 
Schedule N (T. 1., 475), but are held to be dutiable at the rate 
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of 45 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule C 
(T. I., 216) for “ manufactures, articles, or wares, not specially 
** enumerated or provided for in this Act, composed wholly or in 
part of metal.” 

Certain so-called “ clarifying-powder,” which is reported to 
consist of a preparation for clarifying white and red wines, and to 
be a compound of tannic acid and the sulphate of potash and 
alumina, is held to be dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem, under the provision in Schedule A (T. I., 92) for “all 
chemical compounds and salts, by whatever name known,” &e. 

Certain glazed paper made in sheets of various sizes, and 
intended for use as wrapping-paper, is held to be dutiable at the 
rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule M 
(T. I., 392) for “all other paper not specially enumerated or 
provided for.” 

A certain fabric manufactured of wool and cotton, and com- 
mercially known as “coffin-cloth,” is pot the “women’s and 
children’s dress-goods” prescribed in Schedule K (T. J., 365), but 
is dutiable at the rates prescribed by the further provision in 
said schedule (T. I., 362) according to value per pound. 

Certain so-called brass pins, which upon inspection of samples 
are found to consist of pieces of brass wire about 1{ inches in 
length, smaller at one end than at the other, and used in the 
manufacture of rivets for watch-cases and various other purposes, 
are held to be not entitled to entry either as watch materials or as 
pins, but are liable to duty at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem, 
under the provision in Schedule C (T. I., 216), for “manu- 
** factures, articles, or wares, not specially enumerated or provided 
‘* for, composed wholly or in part of any metal, and whether 
“ partly or wholly manufactured.” 

So-called jet flowers, leaves, trimmings, and ornaments, which 
upon investigation are found to consist of imitation-jet beads in 
the form of artificial feathers and flowers, are held to be dutiable 
at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem, either under the provisions 
in Schedule N (T. I., 429) for “ artificial and ornamental feathers 
and flowers, or parts thereof,” or (T. I., 396) for “beads and head 
ornaments of all kinds.” 

Rosaries of the ordinary character, such as are used by 
worshippers in Catholic churches, are not entitled to free entry 
as “ regalia” when imported for the use of a religious society. 

An article claimed by the importers to be gold-size, but which 
upon investigation was found to differ from the gold-size of com- 
merce in composition and otherwise, and in fact to be a printer’s 
lithographic ink, is held to be dutiable at the rate of 30 per cent. 
ad valorem, under the provision in Schedule N (T. I., 456), for 
“ inks of all kinds.” 

Domestic tobacco manufactured in the United States and 
exported without payment of internal-revenue tax is upon re- 
importation subject to a duty equal to the tax, and cannot be 
removed from the custody of the officers of the Customs otherwise 
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than upon the payment of such duty and the affixing of proper 
Customs stamps. Such tobacco, however, need not be stamped 
at the Custom House with internal-revenue stamps, not being 
liable to internal-revenue tax in addition to the duty. 

Upon a review of the whole question, it 1s decided that agates, 
wholly or partially manufactured, are liable to duty at the rate of 
20 per cent. ad valorem, under the provisions of section 2513 of 
the Revised Statutes, as contained in the Act of March 3, 1883, 
inasmuch as they are not now commercially recognised as precious 
stones, and as agates are not otherwise specially enumerated in the 
tariff acts except when unmanufacture(l. Unmanufactured agates 
are free of duty. 

TIndia-rubber piping with briars attached, for the purpose of 
forming branches of artificial roses for millinery purposes, are held 
to be dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem, under the 
provision in Schedule N (T. I., 429) for “ artificial * ” ” 
flowers, or parts thereof.” 


Admission of Puintings, Statuary, and Photographic Pictures for 
Exhibition. 


A circular, dated the 21st May, has been issued by the 
Treasury Department of the United States, amending the regula- 
tions for the admission of paintings, statuary, and photographic 
pictures intended for exhibition, as follows :— 

Article 404 of the General Regulations under the Customs 
and Navigation Laws of the United States, 1884, is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows: 

The importer of such article must subscribe to an affidavit in 
the following form : 

“TI do truly swear that the articles in the annexed invoice 
described are imported in good faith exclusively for exhibition by 
[here name the association], an association authorised by the laws 
of the [here insert United States, or the name of the State, as the 
case may be], for the promotion and encouragement of science, 
art, or industry, and are not intended for sale.” 

The Collector of Customs may also in any case require other 
proofs to show that the sole object of the importation is for 
exhibition, and that none of the articles covered by the entry are 
intended for sale, and if such evidence is not satisfactory, free 
entry should be refused. 

The articles, afier due entry, must be carefully examined and 
appraised, the duties ascertained, and a bond taken as prescribed 
by Treasury Department’s regulations of September 2, 1887, 
conditioned that duties shall be paid to the United States on all 
the articles covered by the entry, in case the same, or any portion 
thereof, are not exported within six months after the date of 
importation, the penalty of the bond in all cases to be double the 
amount of the duties, and the bond to be executed by the 
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importer as principal, with two sureties who, in the opinion 
of the Collector of Customs, are good and responsible, 


Free Entry of Books and other Articles for Colleges, de. 


The following communication has recently been made to the 
United States Customs officials by the Treasury Department :— 

On the importation of articles claimed to be exempt from duty 
under the provisions of paragraphs 660, 759, and 771, Act of 
March 3, 1883, except in the case of serial publications, it is 
allowed, in the absence of the oath of the proper officer, to permit 
the consignee to make free entry on his oath that the several 
articles enumerated in the entry are specially imported for the 
use of an institution or society of the character specified in said 
provisions of law, and the execution of a bond, the penalty of 
which shall be twice the value of the articles in question, con- 
ditioned for the production of the proper oath within four months 
from the date of the entry. 


Lamberton, New Jersey, to be known as Trenton, 


In a circular issued by the Treasury Department on the 
7th June, the attention of the officers of the Customs is invited 
to the provisions of the Act approved May 28, 1888, changing 
the name of the port of Lamberton, in the district of Burlington, 
New Jersey, to Trenton, in said district. 


Tare on Jute imported in Bales, 


The following notice was issued by the Secretary of the United 
States Treasury Department on the 6th July last :— 

“Tt appearing that jute bands, at present used in binding bales of 
jute imported into the United States, are made from inferior jute, 
and are fit, on being taken off, for no other use than as paper- 
stock, and also that the weight of such bands is treated by the 
trade as tare, the twentieth paragraph of the schedule of tares 
prescribed by Article 598 of the General Regulations of 1884 is 
hereby amended so as to authorise for the weight of such bands 
an allowance similar to that authorised for bands of tow.” 


STATES AND SPAIN. 


Prolongation of Commercial Agreement. 


A despatch, dated the 27th May last, from Sir F. C. Ford, 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, transmits copies in duplicate, 
together with translation of an extract which appeared in the 
Official Gazette of Madrid of the same date, containing the text 
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of an agreement which was signed on the 26th of May by the 
Spanish Minister of State and the Minister of the United States 
of America respectively, by which the agreement signel on the 
21st December 1887,* regulating the commercial relations between 
the two countries, and which was to have terminated on the 30th 
June, is indefinitely prolonged, until it be substituted by a regular 
treaty of commerce. It is provided, however, that either of the 
two contracting parties shall have the power to denounce the 
agreement at present come to, by giving two months’ notice to 
that effect. 


MEXxIco. 
Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 


The Deutsches Handels-Archiv for the month of July last, states 
that according to a recent ordinance of the President of the Mexican 
Republic the under-mentioned articles are to be classified in the 
import tariff as follows :—- 

Cotton seed oil, purified —-Category 415. Duty, 10 cents per 
kilog. Ditto not purified.—Category 416. Duty, 1 cent per 
kilog. 

Vegetable oil, light liquid, not purified—Category 416. Duty, 
1 cent per kilog. 

Carpeting of hemp and animal hair—Category 45. Duty, 
25 cents per sq. metre. 

Seaweed.—Category 466. Duty, 20 cents per kilog. 

Steel manufactures, covered with cotton Category 13. Duty, 
1 dollar 90 cents per kilog. 

Ditto, covered with silk and cotton—Category 132. Duty, 
3 dollars 80 cents per kilog. 

Bands of wool embroidered with cotton.—Category 79. Duty, 
3 dollars 50 cents per kilog; of cotton tulle with woollen fringe, 
without embroidery, Category 4, duty, 1 dollar 60 cents per kilog. ; 
of cotton tulle, with woollen fringe, embroidered with cotton or 
wool, Category 5, duty, 2 dollars 25 cents per kilog; of animal 
hair cloth for machines not imported with the latter, Category 517, 
duty 10 cents per kilog.; of hemp tissue, mixed with wool and 
animal hair, for machines, not imported with the latter, Category 
517, duty as above. 

Flags of woollen stuff hemmed. — Category 106. Duty, 
5 dollars 50 cents per kilog. 

Coach bodies of common wood, not painted.—Category 364. 
Duty, 30 cents per kilog. 

Prepared meat (carne asimilable).— Category 171. Duty, 
25 cents per kilog. 

Road waggons.—Category 349. Duty, 20 cents per kilog. 


* See p. 25 of the January, 1888, Number of the Board of Trade Journal. 
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Animal hair of the kid.—Category 97. Duty, 13 cents per 
kilog. 

Cord of hemp, covered with wool.—Category 128. Duty, 
2 dollars 80 cents per kilog. 

Curtains of hemp, cotton, and wool.—Category 68. Duty, 
3 dollars per kilog. 

Prepared sacks, common, of hemp, cotton, or any other material, 
as named in Category 30, section 1 of the preliminary notes to the 
tariff (according to the description of material). 

Shoddy.—Category 97. Duty, 13 cents per kilog. 

Fernoline or oil for preserving wood.—Category 437. Duty, 
4 cents per kilog. 

Hair felting, not connected with the machines.—Category 544. 
Duty, 10 cents per kilog. 

Earthenware demijohns for chemical works.—Category 210. 
Duty, 3 cents per kilog. 

Paper thread and yarn of animal hair—-Category 57. Duty, 
13 cents per kilog, 

Oil-cloth for stamping.—Category 511. Duty, 30 cents per 
kilog. 

a 176. Duty, 50 cents per kilog. 

Horse-rugs.—Category 393. Duty, 2 dollars per kilog. 

Pestles of iron.—Category 237. Duty, 5 cents per kilog. 

Wood shavings for lighting.—Category 366. Duty, 10 cents 
per kilog. 

Blotting-paper with coloured stripes.—Category 388. Duty, 
10 cents per kilog. 

Paper, perforated, but not raised.— Category 287. Duty, 
35 cents per kilog. ; 

Slippers of leather, embroidered with silk, with or without 
metal strips.—Category 514. Duty, 1 dollar 30 cents per kilog. 

Umbrellas of oil-skin.— Category 102. Duty, 1 dollar each. 

Rustic tables.—Category 200. Duty, 20 cents per kilog. 

Lead wire for curling the hair—Category 265. Duty, 20 cents 
per kilog. 

Tannin.—Category 465. Duty, 10 cents per kilog. 

Vessels of wood, prepared or not for liquors, with iron hoops 
attached.—Category 370. Duty, 6 cents per kilog. 

Tissue of horse-hair, with mixture of cotton, linen, or hemp.— 
Category 41. Duty, 17 cents per square metre. 

Sailcloth for ships.—Category 573. Duty, 20 cents per kilog. 

Oriental cosmetics (ténico)—Category 559. Duty, 95 cents 
per kilog. 

Screw nut boxes of lead, without screws.—Category 267. 
Duty, 5 cents per kilog. 
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CANADA. 
Classificution of Articles in Customs Tariff. 
The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 


the Customs Tariff of Canada have recently been given by the | 
Canadian Customs authoriiies :— 


2 Classification of Articles. Rates of Duty. 
| 
344 | Autotype engravings - 20°, ad val. 
117 | Alhambra coloured cotton quilts, colours woven 25 °° ad val, 
17 | Bagatelle balls, when imported separately - 35 °/, ad val. 
852 | Billiard balls, papier when 
separately - - | 35 ° ‘le ad val, 
44 | Do., bone or ivory, do. - - - | = ‘lo ad val. 
525 Do., celluloid, do. - - - ad val. 
117 | Counterpanes or quilts, white, with woven | 
coloured border - 25 °/, ad val. 
487 | Carpenter’s tool baskets - - - 10c. each and 
30 °/, ad val. 
72 | Composition buttons = - - - - 25 °/, ad val. 


109 | Cocoanut pudding preparation, a mixture of 


cocoanut, rice, tapioca, &e., &e. - - 8c. per lb. 
382 | Cuticura resolvent in dry powder - - 25 °/, ad val. 
274 | Coppered iron or steel wire, 15 gauge or coarser 30 °/, ad val. 
637 | Copper sheets or plates, } inch thick ~ - Free. 


525 | Corn flour, when found to contain all the pro- 
perties of the corn or corn meal, less the bran 
und other parts removable by bolting only, and | 
not capable of being used as starch without | 
further change 20 °/, ad val. 
33 | Dental illustrated advertising pevicdieal 6c. per lb. and 
| 20 °/, ad val. 
145 | Earthenware door knobs - - - 35 °/, ad val. 

458 | Electric light apparatus, parts of, when imported 
separately, and which cannot be used for any 


other purpose, ¢.e., lamps, carbons, 25 °/, ad val. 
594 | Fire-brick for building or repairing ames for 
gas-works - - - - Free. 
To be rated 
Fruit tree seedlings, grated, iumngentine of age according to their 
or size - - kind under items 
a 473 to 479. 
525 | Gluten flour and special diabetic food - 0 "lo ad val, 
206 | Hats and caps of linen or cotton cloth - 5 */o ad val. 
482 | Harness for cotton looms, manufactures of twine. 35 °/, ad val. 
421 | Homeopathic alcohol - - - - | Dols. 1°75 per proof 
gall. 
427 | Do.tinetures - - - - - | Dols. 2 per I. G. and 


30 °/, ad val. 
415 | Lessive phenix, wating as me 


powder - 3c. per lb. 
117. | Lap dusters of cotton, with woven ovleuned 
stripes or borders, but not embroidered : 25 °/, ad val. 
525 | Lap dusters entirely of linen, plain - - 20 °/, ad val. 
274-47 | Patterns, of iron or brass - - - °/, ad val. 
352 | Pressed paper, in sheets 35 °/, ad val. 


125 | Plant bed muslin, a low grade unbleached cotton le. per sq. yd. and 
15 °/, ad val. 
/ 


525 | Raw hide ave for cotton looms - - 0 °/, ad val. 
415 | Sapolio - 8c. per lb. 
453 | Sugar dises ana globules - 1} ce, per lb. and 


35 ad val. 
525 | Sugarof milk - - - 20 °/ ad val, 
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525 | Sugar of milk tablets, not further sweetened = - 20 °/, ad val. 
525 | Sappato gum, a crude mastic gum - - 20 Slo ad val. 
468 | Steel discs for harness - - - - 35 °/, ad val. 
65 | Wheat meal, as wheat flour - - - 50 ¢c. per barrel. 
231 | Waggon and cart bushes ~ - - 35 ‘lo ad val. 
274-47 | Watch keys, steel or brass . - - 30 °/, ad val. 
33 | Yaggy’s Anatomical Study - - - 6c. per lb. and 
bn °/, ad val. 
3000r504/ Blacksmiths’ bellows - - 5 *lo ad val. 
243 | Bottle washing machine 0 °/, ad val. 
744 | Chemist and Druggist, published i in quarto form 
in London, England, weekly, and 
as a newspaper - - Free. 
352 | Coloured glazed paper - - - - 35 °/, ad val. 
41 | Cotton tape, printed for labels - - 15c. per Ib. and 
25 °/, ad val 
460 | Decorated tin plate in sheets - - 25 °/, ad val 
274 | “Elliott milk gauge,” manufactured of in iron - 30 °/, ad val. 
525 | Fire-clay gas logs - - - 20 °/, ad val 
680 | Gum senegal, as gumarabic - - - Free. 
69 | Gloy paste - - - - le. per lb 
280 | Lacecollars = - - - . 30 °/, ad val. 
47 | Locks, made entirely of brass - - 30 °/, ad val, 
145 Porous earthenwares, known as terra cotta, 
lumber, brickwood, cellular pottery, and 
holdstein or woodstone, intended for making 
buildings fire-proof - - 35 °/, ad val. 
525 | “Rough on rats” - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
134 | Rubber lap rugs - - . - 35 °/, ad val. 
145 | Terra cotta panels, mouldings, and cornices = - 35 °/, ad val. 
243 | Type writing machine - 30 °/, ad val. 
173 | Window shade rollers, finished, ‘but othient the 
shades - 35 °/, ad val. 
339 | (The cloth shades are dutiable separately) - | 5c. per sq. yd. and 
15 °/, ad va 
69 | Artificial gum arabic, a British gum or dextrine 1c. per lb. 
Cotton plush, coloured. This class of goods 
being distinct from velveteens and cotton 
velvets are dutiable under item 117 - - 25 °/, ad val. 
243 | Diamond drill boring rods and nanginngs - 30 °/, ad val. 
594 | Fire-bricks for bakers’ ovens - Free. 
453 | Freir-miz, a syrup used for summer drinks - 7 "ele and 
5 °/, ad val. 
525 | Health food, a flour 
or meal - 20 °/, ad val. 
352 | Indurated fibre ware, manufacture of paper - 35 °/, ad val. 
173 | Iron music stands . - 35 °/, ad val. 
412 | Neutral cotton seed soap - . 1g. per lb. 
41 | Paper boxes, labelled, empty—as labels 15 ¢c. per Ib. and! 
25 °/, ad val. 
274 | Pen holders, the handles being of woe and ” 
holders of steel or iron 0 °/, ad val. 
249 | Porcelain lined pump agentes - - - 3 °/, ad val. 
280 | Prussian binding - 30 
4 ° ASES ~ 35 °/, ad va 
9 Surgical instruments in cases cases 920 ° ail wal, 
504 | Spools made wholly of wood, used in cotton 
machinery = - 25 °/, ad val. 
425 | Vermouth bitters or wine - - - Dols. 1°90 per 
Imperial Gallon, 
249 | Wood pumps, with iron handles, spouts, &e. = - 35 °/, ad val. 
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CHINA. 


Modifications in the Special Regulations governing the Foreign 
Trade at Ports on the Yangtse River. 


A despatch, dated the 19th May last, has been received from 
Sir J. Walsham, Her Majesty’s Minister at Peking, enclosing 
copy of a note addressed to the Tsungli-Yamén, together with a 
translation of their reply, with respect to the special regulations 
governing the foreign trade at ports on the Yangtse river. Sir 
J. Walsham, in his despatch with reference to this subject, 
says :— 

‘ Trade at the ports open to foreign commerce on the Yangtse 
river is carried on under special regulations, differing somewhat 
from those in force at the treaty coast ports. 

“ These special regulations, drawn up originally in 1861, were 
revised in the following year, and have since that date been acted 
upon, though in reality still maintaining the provisional character 
belonging to the earlier ones. 

“These regulations apply to ocean-going, as well as to foreign 
river steamers, and with regaid to the latter, the following is the 
rule under which cargoes of native produce intended for export to 
a foreign port can be shipped. 

“ € Where native produce is shipped at a river port, on board a 
steamer provided with a river pass, the shipper must pay both 
export and coast trade duty before he ships it. If it be for 
export to a foreign port, this should be stated when the 
produce arrives at Shanghai, and if it be exported within three 
months — (this period was extended in 1863 to 12 months)— 
the shipper will obtain from the Shanghai Customs a certificate 
of its re-exportation, on production of which at the river-port 
of shipment, the Customs of that port will issue a drawback 
for the amount of coast trade duty previously paid.’ 

“But the shipper of the product did not recover the duty in 
money, nor could he use the drawback certificate for any other 
purpose than the payment of coast trade duty, which is equal to 
half the export duty. 

“It very often happened, however, that a merchant had no 
immediate occasion for using this certificate, and unless he could 
find some other merchant willing to purchase it, a transaction 
which invariably entailed considerable loss, he was compelled to 
keep it until he himself might again be required to pay coast 
trade duty. 

“In this way a good deal of capital remained unemployed, and 
the foreign merchants complained of the hardship. 

“ Endeavours have been made to obtain a modification of the 
regulations referred to; but it is only quite recently that the 
Tsungli-Yamén consented to make any change. 

‘In consequence of the continued representations of the foreign 
mercantile community, addresses have been presented to the 
Chinese Government urging upon them the necessity of removing 
the hardship which the present state of things imposes on trade. 
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“Tt appears from a reply to a note addressed to the Yamén 
that. from and afier the Ist of July next, the foreign maritime 
Custom Houses on the Yangtse will accept the drawback certifi- 
cates issued on and after that date in payment of any kind of duties, 
and not as hitherto in payment of coast trade duties only. This 
will afford relief to merchants, and is a great improvement on the 
former practice. 

**T should mention that in the case of tea exported from one of 
the Yangtse ports by river steamer, the shipper, instead of paying 
export and coast trade duty together, gives a bond for the latter 
duty, which he is called upon to make good only in the event of 
the cargo not being re-exported abroad from Shanghai within the 
twelvemonth allowed for its remaining in deposit there. But the 
Tsungli-Yamén declined to extend this concession to any other 
native produce exported from a Yangtse port, nor would they 
allow the repayment in money of the coast trade duty. 

“ This is the system which prevails at the treaty coast ports 

“Native produce carried coastwise pays full export duty at the 
port of shipment, and at the port of entry, coast tradeduty. If the 
produce in question be entered at the second port as for re- 
exportation to a foreign market, the payment of coast trade duty 
is regarded as a deposit during a term of 12 months, before the 
expiration of which the produce must be re-shipped for a foreign 
port, and the merchant thereupon immediately recovers the 
amount of the coast trade duty lodged with the Customs. 

“Native produce shipped from a Yangtse port direct for a 
foreign market, on board ocean-going vessels, pays export duty 
only.” 


JAPAN. 
Introduction of Drugs. 


The Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial states that the 
introduction of drugs into Japan is so jealously watched by the 
Japanese sanitary authorities that all drugs and pharmaceutical 
preparations intended for importation have to be scrupulously 
analysed at the Naimucho or Government laboratory, in order to 
be sure that they conform to the rules of the pharmacopeeia of the 
country whence they come. If they are found to do so they are 
stamped with an administrative stamp and may then be circulated 
through the country. This stamp is of such importance in <he 
eyes of Japanese traders that it is impossible to sell any goods 
which are not provided with it. 

By a decree, dated December 28, 1887, the Imperial Japanese 
Ministry for the Interior has given notice that trom that date 
onward there will be used for the analysis of drugs and medicines 
the types of a new pharmacopceia (Pharmacopeis. Japonica), and 
that only those articles which respond to the prescriptions of this 
Japanese pharmacopeeia will be allowed to receive the stamp of 
the Government laboratory. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 143 


British GUIANA. 


Tariff Changes. 


By an Act passed by the Colonial Assembly on the 23rd May 
last, the following alterations have been effected in the Customs 
Tariff of British Guiana. These alterations were to take effect 
from the 24th May last and to continue in force until the lst July 
1889 :— 

Beef, pickled, dried, or smoked, per barrel of 200 lbs., duty, 

1 dol. 50 cts. ; formerly free. 

Bulls, cows, heifers, steers, and oxen, per head, 10 dols.; 
formerly free. 

Lard, per lb., 1 et.; formerly free. 

Pork, pickled, per barrel of 200 lbs., 1 dol. 50 cts.; formerly 
free, 

Ganje, per lb., 4 dols.; old duty, 3 dols. 

Matches per gross of boxes, 60 cts.; old duty, 40 cts. 

Opium charas or bhang, per |b., 4 dols.; old duty, 3 dols. 

Spirits, perfumed, per gallon, 2 dols. 50 cts.; old duty, 2 dols. 

The duties on wines not exceeding 2 dols. in value are as 
follows 

If in wood and containing less than 26 per cent. of proof 
spirit, per gallon, 50 cts. 

If bottled, per dozen quarts, 1 dol., and per dozen pints, 
50 cts. 

Ghee, oleomargarine, and butterine substances, per lb., 2 cts. 

Mongooses or ichneumons are added to the free list. 

Oils (other than gasoline, when admitted with the sanction of 
the Governor and Court of Policy,) which give off an 
inflammable vapour at a temperature of less than 73 degrees 
Fahrenheit, as ascertained by the test which is established 
in England by the 42 & 43 Victoria, c. 47., per gallon, 
3 dols. 

Oils, all other, including gasoline, when admitted with the 
sanction of the Governor and Court of Policy (essential, 
medicinal, perfumed, and castor oil excepted), per gallon, 
25 cts. 


Eq@ypt. 


Certificates of Origin for Imports of Tobacco. 


The Moniteur Belge, in its issue of the 15th July last, with 
reference to the production of certificates of origin on the impor- 
tation of tobaccos into Egypt, says :— 

“The General Direction of Egyptian Customs has issued a 
notice to the effect that after the 1st July all American, English, 
Dutch, Greek, Italian, Portuguese, and Swedish tobaccos were, 
on importation into Egypt, to be accompanied by certificates of 
origin delivered by the authorities at the place of their production, 
and countersigned by the Customs authorities of the ports of 
shipment. 
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“If this formality is not complied with, these tobaccos will be 
subjected to the duties fixed by the law of the 7th June 1888, 
for Turkish tobaccos not accompanied by a raftich of the tobacco 
administration of the Ottoman Empire.” 


British West Inpies. Saint Lvcta. 


Changes in Customs Tariff. 


A new Customs Tariff of Saint Lucia has recently come into 
force in which the classification of certain of the articles specified 
differs from that given in previous tariffs, no change, however, 
being made in the rates of duty. The categories in which these 
changes of classification occur are the following, the alterations 
being printed in italics :— 

Butter, margarine, oleomargarine, butterine, and all imitations 

of butter and butter substitutes, 2d. per lb. 

Cocoa, including chocolate and all kinds of prepared cocoa, 
1d. per |b. 

Lemonade, soda water, and ginger ale, including all aérated non- 
alcoholic drinks. 9d. per dozen. 

Nails (of iron), including wire and other nails. 2s. per 100 lbs. 

Oil, linseed, &c., except kerosene, but not including medicinal 
and perfumed oils. 6d. per gallon. 

Wines (including all medicinal wines). 20 per cent. ad valorem, 

Confectionery and all syrups, furniture (including mirrors, 
looking-glasses, bedsteads, all mattresses, brackets carpets, 
and rugs). 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Hulks and materials of vessels (meaning wrecked or abandoned 
vessels and their materials). 20 per cent. ad valorem, 

Fancy and all scented and toilet soap and powder. 20 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Preserved meats (including all preserved game and fish). 20 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Preserved fruits (including all preserved vegetables), 20 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Inner packages in which goods are put up, the same ad valorem 
duty as the goods contained in them ; when containing goods 
liable to a specific duty,,a duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem 
when the cost is stated in the invoice. 


List of Exemptions, 


Fresh fruit and fresh vegetables. 

Packages in which goods are imported, except new trunks 
(meaning the outer packages in which goods are packed for 
importation, and not including the inner packages in which 
goods are put up). 

Printed books (including music, but not including copy books, 
receipt books bill-heads, and forms). 
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V.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF NEW ZEALAND. 


The following statement of the New Customs Duties proposed 
to be levied on articles imported into New Zealand from the 
30th Mav last, was appended to the Financial Statement of the 
Colonid Treasurer, Sir H. Atkinson, to the Committee of Ways 
aid Means on the 29th Muy :— 


Articles. Rates of Duty. 
d. 
Ale, porter, beer of all sorts, cider and perry, in panes - | Gallon a 
Aérated and mineral waters - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Bitters, cordials and liqueurs - Gallon 015 O 


Spirits, and strong waters of every kind, of any strength 
not exceeding the strength of proof by Sykes’ hydro- 
meter, and so on in proportion for any greater nme aet 
than the strength of proof of such hydrometer  - 

(Provided, hower er, that until the 30th Veieniios 
1888, an allowance shall be made for any less 
strength than the strength of proof as aforesaid.) 

Spirits and strong waters mixed with any ingredient in 
any proportion exceeding 33 per cent. of proof spirit, and 
although thereby coming under the designation of patent 
or proprietary medicines, or under any other designation > 015 0 

Spirits and strong waters sweetened or mixed so that the 
degree of strength cannot be ascertained as aforesaid, 
when not exceeding the “age of yar - - 015 O 


Spirits, methylated em 015 0 
Spirits, in cases, shall be charged as follows on n and after 
the Ist December 1888, namely :— 
Two gallons and under, as two gallons; over two 
gallous and not exceeding three gallons, as three 
gallors ; over three gallons and not exceeding four, 
as four gallons ; and so on for any greater quantity 
contained in any case. 
Lime and leraon juice sweetened or aérated - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Syrups - - - - - 20 
Tea - - - | Lb. 6 
Wine, sparkling - - - - | Gallon 8 0 
Do., Australian, containing not more than 35 per cent. of 
proof spirit verified by Sykes’ hydrometer, the gallon, 
or for six bottles, or for 12 pint 
bottles - 0 0 
Do., other than sparkling and Australian, containing less 
than 40 per cent. of proof spirit verified by Sykes’ 
hydr meter, the gallon, or for six reputed quart bottles, 
or for 12 reputed pint bottles - 0 6 0 
Beef and pork, salted - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Biscuits, ships’, plain and unsweetened - - - | Cwt. 0 3 O 
Do., other kinds - . - - - | Lb. 00 2 
Butter 20 °/, ad val. 
Chocolate confectionery, and all preparations of chocolate 
or cocoa - ~ - - | Lb. 3 
Catsup - - 20 of ad val, 
Cheese ~ - - - = ele ad val, 
Chutney - - - ad val. 
Confectionery, not otherwise enumerated - Lb. 
Curry powder and paste — - - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Drained peel - ~ - - - - | Lb. 0 0 3 
A 55170, 
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Articles. 


Fish, dried, pickled, or salted 
Do. (including sardines), potted or preserved, per lb. or 


reputed package of that weight - - 
Fruits, preserved - ~ - 
Fruit pulp and partially preserved fruit - - 


Fruit, fresh, including apples, pears, plums, cherries, 
peaches, apricots, tomatoes - - 
Glucose - - - 
dais, jellies, wail preserves - - 
Meats, potted or preserved - - - - 
Milk, preserved - - - - : 
Mustard - 
Olives - - - 
Oysters, preserved - 
Peas, split - - - - - 
Pepper and pimento, unground - 
Pickies, the dozen pints or reputed pints, and in n the same 
proportion for larger or smaller sizes - - 
Provisions, preserved, not otherwise enumerated - a 
Raspberry. vinegar - - - - 
Rice and rice flour - - - 
Do. undressed and dressed i in bond - - ~ 
Do. manufactured into starch in bond - - - 


Salt, except rock - - 
Vegetables, fresh, dried, or preserved . - - 


Cigars, cigarettes, oa snuff - 

Tobacco, unmanufactured, entered to ‘be manufactured in 
the Colony, at the time of removal from a bonded ware- 
house, or from any importing ship, to any licensed 
tobacco manufactory for manufacturing purposes ouly 
into tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, or snuff, from the 31st 
December 1888 to the 31st December 1890 - - 


Blacking and boot gloss - - - - 
- - 
Candles, per 1b. or r reputed package of that weight - 
Furniture, knife, and plate powder and polish - - 
Glue and size - - - 
Matches : 

Wooden, in boxes cuntaining 100 matches or me 

thereof 


For every additional 50 matches or fraction hasnt - 
Wax, in boxes 100 or fraction 
thereof 

For every additional 50 or fraction | thereof - 
Olive oil in bulk - - - 
Paints and colours mixed ready for use - - - 
Paints and colours grount is in oil - 
Sausage skins - - - - - 
Soap, common - - 
Soap powder, extract of soap, dry soap, and soft : sind + 


Starch ~ - - - 
Varnish - - - - - 
Washing powder - - - 
Wax, paraffin, mineral, vegetable, and Japanese - - 
Brooms and brushes not otherwise described —- - 
Brnshware, not otherwise described - - 
Bellows, except forge - 


Buckets and tubs of wood - = é | 


Rates of Duty. 


& 
Cwt. 0 10 
» 0 0 
20 */, ad val. 
Lb. 0 0 
” 0 0 
” 0 0 
” 0 0 
°/, ad val. 
ad val. 
0 0 
20 *lo ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
Cwt. 0 2 
Lb. 0 0 
2 
20 slo val. 
20 °/o val. 
100 Ib. 0 6 
” 0 4 
” O 2 
Ton 1 0 
20 ad val. 
20 °/, ad 
Lb. 2 
” 0 7 


0 2 
20 °/, ad val. 

20 °/, ad val. 
Lb. 0 0 


0 0 
15 °/, ad val. 
0 0 


Gross boxes 0 1 


0 

» 0 2 

” 01 
Gallon 0 0 
Cwt 4 
0 2 

Cw 

20 
Lb. 0 
” 0 
Gallon 1 
20 “/, ad val. 
Lb. 0 0 
20°), ad val. 

20 °/, ad val. 

15 js ad val. 


ad val, 


ooco 


oo 
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Articles. 


Cabinetware . - - 
Furniture - - - - - 
Mantelpieces - - - 
Upholstery, not otherwiee - 
Wire mattresses and webbing - - 


Desks and dressing cases - - 
Fancy goods and toys - - 
Fireworks 


Magic lanterns and dissolving-view apparatus and slides - 

Musical instruments, namely, organs, harmoniums, and 
pianofortes, and parts of either “(except action work not 
made up) 

Organs, harmoniums, bells, imported fee 


places of public worship . - - - 
Statues, statuettes, casts, and bronzes - 
Walking sticks - - - - 
Baskets and wickerware - - - - - 
Hair brushes and combs - - - - 
Oil, perfumed - - - 
Boots, shoes, slippers, goloshes, clogs, and yen, not 
otherwise enumerated - 
Boot and shoe vamps and nom - - - - 
Harness and saddlery - 
Harness oil and composition and Teather dressing - - 
Leather: 
Belting and belt, legging, and bag 
leather 
Kip (other hen East- Jalen kip), | buff, split, 
kangaroo (tanned), Levant, caw, and horse hides - 
Roans, Persians, sheepskins or nena lamb-skins and 
goat-skins (dressed) 
Not otherwise enumerated, including sole leather - 
Portmanteaus, trunks, and travelling bags - - 
Fish paste - - - 
Chaff - - - - - - 
Acetic acid - - ; - - - 
Cod-liver oil, refined - 


Glycerine, refined - 

Patent and proprietary scdleinee, and medicinal and other 
preparations or cowpounds not otherwise enumerated, 
recommended to the public under any gencral name or 
title as specifics for any disease or affection whatever 


affecting the human or animal bodies - - 
Pearl ash, potash, and caustic potash - - - 
Soda ash - - - 
Do., carbonate - 


Stationery, manufactured, including account bill- 
heads, cheques, labels, and other printed and "ruled 
paper, blank and head-line copy-books, drawing-books, 
blotting- pads, sketch-books, manifold writers, albums, 
diaries. plain and faint-lined ruled books, and other 


printed and lithographed - - - 
Ink, writing - - - 
Paper bags - - - - 
Paper, wrapping, brown - 
Do.,do., other kinds - - 


Pictorial calendars, show cards, and other pictorial litho- 

graphs and prints, on and after Ist December 1888 . 
Cordage, viz., coir rope - - 
Do., white lines - - 


Rates of Duty. 


s. d. 


|, ad val, 

25 ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
ad val, 

0 ad val. 
ad val. 
20 oy. ad val. 
20 °/,, ad val, 
20 ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 
20 °', ad val, 
20 val. 
20°, ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
25 ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 
20 ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
15 °/, ad val. 


Lb. 0 0 
” 0 0 
” 0 0 

” 0 0 
20 °/, ad val. 

20 °/, ad val, 

20 of ad val. 
Ton 1 0 
Lb. 0 0 
15 °/, ad vat. 


15 °/, ad val. 


25° ad ral, 

15 °/, ad val. 

5 °!, ad val. 
Cwt. 0 1 
oI 


” 


ad val, 


20 °/, ad val. 
Cwt. 7 
” 0) 4 
” 0 5 

, ad val 
Cwt. 0 


— 


oc 


|_| 
‘ 
- 
6 lite 
8 
2 
| 
| 
| 
0 
| | 0 
0 


148 CUSTOMS TARIFF OF NEW ZEALAND. 


Articles. Rates of Duty. 

& da. 
Cordage, vot otherwise enumerated - - - | Cwt. 0.7 6 
Twine, for fishing nets - . - . 15 °/, ad val. 
Do, sailmakers’, seaming and roping - - - 15 °/, ad val. 
Drainage pipes and tiles - - - - 20 °/, ad val 
Earthen flooring and garden tiles - . - 20 °/, ad val. 
Do. gas-retorts - — - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Eartherware, stoneware, and brownware - - 20 °/, ad val. 


Firebricks and fireclay goods - - - 

China and parianware and porcelain - 

Appa’el and ready-made clothing, and all snes made up 
wholly or in part from silk, cotton, linen or wool, or ws 


other or of mixed materials - 


Bonnets, trimmed - - - - - 
Collars ana cuffs - - - 
Drapery, made up - - - 
Do., not otherwise enumerated 
Furs - - - - 
Feathers (including - ~ 
Haberd:shery, not otherwise enumerated - - 
Hats and caps” - - 
Miilinery, viz., trimmed hats, caps, aud bonnets - - 
Do., not otherwi ise enumerated - - - 
Shirts of all kinds - . - - - 
Trousers of all kinds - - 
Umbrellas, parasols, and sunshades - - - 
Blankets, rugs, and shawls - - - 
Hosiery, woollen and mixed with wool - - 


Woollen piece goods and prece goods containing wool 
Cotton, linen, silk, and other textile is goods, not other. 
wise enumerated - 
Cotton counterpanes - 
Cotton, linen, silk, and other textile manufactures, not 
otherwise enumerated = - 
Holland, rough brown, not otherwise gues - - 
Machinery for boring, brick and tile making, planing, 
punching, sawing, shearing, turning, mills and looms, 
steam vessels, wool and hay pressing - - “ 
Machiuery not otherwise enumerated - - 
Metal manufactures, including air-gratings, ash-pans, 
barrow wheels, bill-files, brackets, bolts and nuts of 4 in. 
and over (except blank nuts and bolt ends), blacksmiths’ 
tongs, boat-hooks, copper boilers and furnaces, bolt-rings, 
lifting bottle-jacks, wrought-iron braces, copper and 
brass branch-pipes, brazed copper pipes, cake rollers, 
camp ovens and three-legged pots, cast iron of all sorts 
moulded (not otherwise enumerated), castings of steel 
(not otherwise enumerated), cast-iron cylinders, wrought 
iron cisterns, coal scoops and scuttles, contractors’ 
forgings, condensers for salt-water and steam engines, 
wire and steel cork drawers, crowbars, blacklead 
crucibles, dampers and frames, door-knockers, porters 
and scrapers, drain grates and frames, drain gratings, 
dumb-bells, engine castings (not otherwi:e enumerated), 
engineers’ forgings (uot otherwise enumerated), fenders, 
fire-dogs, fire-guards, flower-stands, fittings for pumps, 
engines and machinery (not otherwise enumerated), 
garden reels, rollers, seats, and sy ringes, grates, gridirons, 
grindstone fittings, gun-metal engine fittings, napping 
quartz and spalling hammers, hasps and staples, hat 
stands, holdfasts, hook-and-eye hinges, horseshoes, hay- 
rakes and norse-rakes, horse-power gear, hydraulic mains, 
kitchen-ranges and colonial overs lamp posts, leaden 


20 “/, ad val. 
0 °/, ad val, 


25 °/, ad val, 
25 °/, ad val. 
25 ad val. 
25 °/, ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
20 ad val, 
ale ad val. 
0°, ad val, 

0 °/, ad val. 

°/, ad val, 


0°), ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 
20 °/, ad val, 


20 °/, ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 


| 
a | 
20 ad val, 
| ad val. 
25 °/, ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
oe | 20 °/,, ad val. 
| 20 ad val, 
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Article. 


Metal manutactures—cont, 
ware, wrought-iron or stzel letters and figures, forged 
levers, connecting or split links, hydraulic lifts, manger 
rings, mangles, marine engine-cranks and pillars, maul- 
rings, meat hooks, monkeys for pile-driving, ornamental 
gratings, painted and brass casings for engines, pepper, 
malt, bean, and oat mills, picks and mattocks, pulley 
blocks, quarry mauls and picks, quoits, railway chairs, 
bolts, fastenings, and rail-dogs, connecting rods, roller 
skates, sack-trucks, iron safes and boxes, sash-weights, 
bright wrought-iron shafting, iron sluice valves, soldering- 
irons, iron stands, stamped ironware not otherwise 
enumerated, stench-traps, troughs, truck-wheels, cast tue 
irons, wedges, wrought-iron wheelbarrows and wheels 

Bolts and nuts of }-in. diameter and over - - - 

Brass cocks, valves, unions, lubricators, and whistles - 


Boilers, land and marine - 


Chaff-cutters, corn-crushers, and corn-shellers 
Crab-winches, cranes, capstans, and windlasses - . 


Fire-engines and hose, not otherwise enumerated - - | 


Gas-pipes - - - 
Galvanised-iron manufactures - - | 
Tin stamped into - - -| 
Japauned and lacquered metalware - - - 
Zincware - - | 
Iron and zinc tiles, ridging, guttering, and spouting : 
Iron bridges and iron material for the construction of 
bridges, wharves, jetties, or patent slips - - 
Iron gates and gate-posts, staples, standards, straining- | 
posts, and apparatus - | 
Iron, plain galvanised sheet - - 
Iron tanks - 
Iron tanks of and ‘ander 200 gallons =| 
Iren weigh-bridges - - - 
Iron barbed fencing wire - - - 
Tron pipes, wrought . - - 


Tron columns for buildings, and other structural ironwork - 


Tron doors for safes and vaults - - . - | 
lron and wire-work, ornamental - - - | 
Lawn mowers - - - - | 


Pumps and other apparatus for raising water . - 
Railway and tramway plants and materials, wal otherwise 
enumerated - - - - 
Sad irons - - 
Steam-engines and parts of steamengines, not otherwise 


enumerated = - - - 
Waterworks pipes - - - - 
Cement - - 
Carriages, carts, drays, and perambulators and 
wheels for the same 
Bicycles, tricycles, and the like vehicles - - 
Buggy-shafts, bent wheel-rims, and other bent carriage 
timber not otherwise enumerated - - 
Carriage-shafts, spokes, felloes, and naves not otherwise 
enumerated - - - 


Completed parts of carriages, carts, drays, waggous, per- 
ambulators, Mages and teleyeles, and the like vehicles - 


Bags, flour - | 


To., calico, Forfar, Hessian, onl linen - - - 

Do., carpet - 

Cartridges and cartridge-cases . 
A 55170, 


20 °/, ad val. 


20°), ad val, 

20 °/. ad val. 
Ton 1 10 
| Each 0 10 


20 ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
20 of ad val, 

20 ad val, 
20 or" ad val. 


20 sje ad val. 
20 °/, ad wal. 
20 °/, ad val. 
5°), ad val. 
Barrel o 2 
20°), ad val, 
20 of ad val. 


15 °/, ad val. 


15 °/, ad val. 


20 °/, ad val. 
20 of ad val. 
= ad val. 
0 °/,, ad val. 

15 oP ad val, 


K 


coc 


| Rates of Duty. 
| 
20 °/, ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
20 ad val. 
5 °/, ad val. 
25 ‘le ad val. 
25 °/, ad val. ; 
25 °/, ad val. 
25 slo ad val. 2 
25 alo ad val. 
20 °/, ad val. 
” v 
20 °/, ad val. 
Cwt. 020 
| 
0 
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Articles. 


Greenstone, cut and polished - 


Marble, granite, and other stone, sawn on 


two sides, aud not dressed or polished 


NEW ZEALAND. 


Rates of Duty. 


- 20°). ad val. 
not more than 
- - 5°, ad val. 


Marble, granite, and other stone, dressed or polished, and 


articles made therefrom - - 
Photographic chemicals - - 
Do. goods not otherwise enumerated 


- - 20 °), ad val. 
- - 15 °/, ad val. 
20 ad val. 


Tarpaulins, tents, rick and waggon covers, aprous and . 
elevators fur reaping and wading: machines - 15 °/, ad val. 


Wooden tackle-blocks - 


- 20°). ad val, 


The following additional articles ave now free of duty :— 


Artists’ canvas, eolours, brushes, and 
pallet-knives. 

Ash timber, unwrought. 

Brass tubes. 

Blind tape. 

Bolts and nuts under 4 in. diameter. 

Bags, seamless calico. 

Buttons, braids, tapes, wadding, pins, 
needles and such minor articles re- 
quired in the making up of apparel, 
boots, shoes, hats, caps, saddlery, 
umbrellas, parasols and sunshades, as 
may be enumerated in any Order of 
the Commissioner of Trade and 
Customs and published in the Gazette. 

Candlenuts and candlenut kernels. 

Candlewick. 

Cardboard boxes, materials for, namely, 
gold and silver paper, plain and em- 
bossed, gelatine, and coloured papers 
known as box papers. 

Carriage and cart shafts, spokes, and 
felloes, in the rough, elm hubs and 
poles if unbent and unplaned. 

Children’s boots, shoes, and slippers, 
Nos. 0 to 3. 

Cochineal. 

Coil-springs. 

Cocoa-beans. 

Cotton piece-goods and linen holland 
invoiced at or under 5d. a yard. 

Dye-stuffs and dyeing materials, crude. 

Engineers’ machine tools. 

Glassmakers’ moulds. 

Gum arabic and tragacanth. 

Gum-boots. 

Iron and steel cordage. 

Iron boiler-plate and end plates. 

Iron rolled girders. 

Kangaroo skins, undressed. 

Locomotives. 

Machinery for agricultural purposes, also 
materials for manufacturing the same. 

Machinery for dairying purposes. 

Machinery for mining purposes. 

Machinery for refrigerating and preserv- 
ing meat. 

Metal fittings for portmanteaus. 


Metallic capsules. 

Passengers’ baggage and effects, includ- 
ing only wearlng apparel, jewellery, 
and other personal effects that have 
been worn or are in use as personal 
ornaments by persons arriving in the 
Colony ; also implements, instruments, 
and tools of trade, occupation, or em- 
pleyment of such persons ; and house- 
hold effects not exceeding 100/. in 
value used abroad for more than a 
year by the persons or families bring- 
ing them to the Colony. 

Perambulators, bicycles, tricycles, and 
the like vehicles (fittings for), not 
otherwise enumerated. 

Photographic cameras, 

Portable engines. 

Precious stones, unset. 

Rails for railways and tramways. 

Rivets and washers of all kinds. 

Steam engines, non-condensing, the area 
of whose cylinder or cylinders exceeds 
1,000 circular inches ; and condensing 
engines, the area of whose cylinders 
exceeds 2,500 circular inches. 

Steam boiler-tubes, corrugated and 
welded flues, and Bowling’s expansion 
rings. 

Steam fire-engines. 

Shale waste or unrefined mineral oil. 

Strychnine. 

Stones, mill, grind, oil, and whet. 

Ships’ rockets, blue lights, and danger 
signals. 

Tacks of all kinds. 

Tanning materials, crude. 

Umbrella silk and other fabrics, when 
cut into pieces not larger than the 
size required for covering umbrellas, 
parasols, and sunshades, and to he 
specially used for such purposes. 

Upholsterers’ imitation hair seating. 

Wire, brass, copper, and lead. 

Waterproof material in the piece. 

Wax, bottling. 

Yarn, flax, and hemp. 
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VI.—CHANGES IN THE CUSTOMS TARIFF OF 
FINLAND. 


The following is a statement of the changes introduced into the 
Customs Tariff of Finland, which came into. force on the 4th June 
last, compared with the duties previously levied. 


Note.—The French decimal system in its entirety has now been 
introduced into the Grand Duchy. 


Kilogramme = 2°204 lbs. Hectolitre=2°75 bushels. Vinnish 
mark=1 franc; the penni=1 centime, 


Articles on which the duty has been changed. New ‘Tariff. Old Tariff, 
m. p. m. p. 
Anise, fennel, star-anise in hasks or clean, coriander, 
peony and canary seed, per 160 kilogs. - - 25°00 2°40 
Grape-juice, cooked (beckmes); also per 
100 kilogs. - - 10°90 9°40 


Liquors : “Arrack, rum, cognac or ¢ French brandy, not 
exceeding 11 degrees,* in casks or other vessels 
-containing more than two litres, per 100 kilogs. 


grosst - - 150°00 141°20 
Do. do. in bottles, ir of strength, pee 
bottle - - = 2°00 2°00 


All kinds of drinks of arrack, rum, cognac or Wrench 
brandy, and wine prepared and mixed with sugar 
or other sweet substance, in casks, per 100 kilogs. 


gross - - - 285°00 282°30 
Do., do., and all sorts of liquenrs in bottles or jars, 
per bottle - - - 2°00 —_ 


Note 1.—Wine and rum or ale colours, mixed with 
spirit, pay duty accordingly. 

Note 2.—Liqueurs may be imported solely in 
bottles or jars, 


Wines : 
(1.) Of ali sorts, in casks, per 100 kilogs. gross - 45°00 14°70 
(2.) Not sparkling, in bottles, per bottle “ 1:00 1:00 
(3.) Sparkling, of all descriptions, per bottle - 3°60 3°60 
Mead, lipetz, ale, and porter, of all descriptions, in 
barrels, per 100 kilogs. gross - - - 30°00 29°40 
Do., do., in bottles, flasks, or jars, per bottle - 0°50 0°50 
Fish : 
(1.) Marinated, preserved in oil or stuffed ; also 
fish-roe, in air-tight vessels, - 100 kilogs, 
gross 70°00 47°10 
Do., do. in other vessels, ia 100 kilogs. 
gross - 24°00 23°50 
Anchovies, sardines, and pilehards, per 100 
kilogs. gross 70°00 47°10 
(3.) Salted or smoked fish, except herrings, 
stréming, and sprats, per 100 kilogs . 5°00 4°70 


* For every degree above 11 degrees the duty is increased at the rate of 10 marks 
per 100 kilos. gross, each fraction of a degree being reckoned as a degree. 

t For arrack imported direct from the East Indies in wooden vessels, a drawback 
of 5 per cent. on the gross weight is granted. 
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Articles on which the duty has been changed. | New Tariff, | Old Taviff, 


Fish—cont. m. p. m, p. 
5 (4.) Dried do., except aatiteeh: and cod, per 100 
kilogs. 4:00 3°50 
(5.) Haddock and cod, ner 100 - 3°00 2°40 
i (6.) Herrings, stréming, and sprats, smoked, per | 
100 kilogs. - - 5°00 1°70 
ci Herrings, Duteh, salted : - - 10°00 2°40 
Do., Norwegian and other per 106 
kilogs. - - 5100 1°80 
Stréming and sprats, salted, per 100 kilogs. - | 2°00 
; Ground rice and millet meal, per 100 kilogs. - | 12°00 11°80 
, Ground sago, potato, vermicelli, and macaroni meal, per | 
100 kilogs. - - - 18°00 | 7°60 
Ground manna, perl00 kilogs. - - | 1:00) | 0:70 
4S Vegetables, kitechen-garden produce, fruits and berries, | 
in air-tight cases; per 100 kilogs. gross - | 100°00 94°10 
Do., do., salted or preserved in water, except 
he separately named, per kilogs. gross 7°00 | 7°10 
MH Fruits and berries, except those separately named, in | 
fa air-tight vessels, per 100 kilogs. gross - 100'00 | 94°10 
bx Do. do., fresh or preserved in water, except those H 
specially mentioned, per 100 kilogs. gross - | 7°10 
‘ Do., do., dried, but not sugared as figs, raisins, plums, 
prunes, dates, and not per 100 | 
kilogs. - 30°00 | 17°60 
Note.—When the shove are imported in wooden 
or paper boxes the weight of the boxes is 
included in levying the duty. 
Do., do., sugared or preserved, as also fruit and my 
S syrup, per 100 kilogs. gross - 100°00 | — 
‘Note. —Fruit and berry syrup mixed with alcohol 
are dutiable as liquors prepared from arrack, &c. 
* Oranges and lemons, fresh, per 100 kilogs. gross - 20°00 | 4°70 ; 
Capers and olives, dried, or in oil, 100 
kilogs. gross 20°00 | 18°80 
. Do., do., in air-tight vessels, per 100 kilogs. gross - 100°00 | 94°10 
: Almonds of all sorts, shelled or unshelled, per 100 | 
kilogs. - - 40°00 25°90 
@ Nuts, except those separately annel, also cocoa-nuts, 
: peach stones, chestnuts, and carob nuts, per 100 | 
kilogs. - - 10:00 "| 9°40 
Fresh grapes, per 100 kilogs. . ~ - 20°00 | 23°50 
Turkish sweetmeats, per 100 kilogs. gross - 25°00 | 23°50 
Note.—If the wares under the last heading are in 
paper or wooden boxes the weight of the boxes | 
s is included in levying the duty. 
Honey, clear or thick, per 100 kilogs. gross - - 10°00 9°40 
e Yeast, pressed, per 100 kilogs. gross - - - 12°00 11°80 
‘ Hops and extract of same, per 100 kilogs. - - 22°00 21°20 
Colonial wares : 
# (1.) Cacao, in nuts or shell, per 100 kilogs. - 35:00 28°20 
4 Do., in pieces or ground, a chocolate, per 
100 kilogs. 100°00 94°10 
(2.) Coffee, per 100 kilogs. - 7 - 40°00 40°00 
(3.) Chicory and other burnt substances used 
instead of coffee, per 100 kilogs, - 40°00 40°00 
Spices : 
‘ (a.) Vanilla and saffron, per kilog. - 6°00 | 1°64 
Cardamom, mace, nutmeg, cinnamon, cinna- 
mon buds, and cassia lignea, per kilog. 2°00 0°47 
(c.) Cloves, clove buds, and pepper, per kilog. - 0°50 0°30 ; 
(d.) Ginger and other sponse not specified, per 


kilog. - - 0°40 | 0°23 
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CHANGES IN THE CUSTOMS TARTFF OF 


Articles on which the duty has been changed. 


Sugar, coarse, of darker colour than Dutch standard 
No. 18, per 100 kilogs. as 
Do., of standard No. 18, and lighter, per 100 kilogs. - 
Do., refined of all sorts, in loaves, cakes, and pieces, 
also crushed or aimee and sugar candy, per 100 

kilogs. - - 
Note.—Refined sugar in loaves pays duty together 

with the paper and string in which it is tied up. 

Preserves and jams, prepared with sugar, honey, or 
syrup, sweetmeats, and lozenges, also assia in jars 
or pots, per 100 kilogs. gross - - 

Note.—Under this heading come ale colour s which 
are not made up with spirit. 

Butcher’s meat, salted, smoked, or dried, also sausage 
meat and German sausage, per 100 kilogs. - - 

Do., do., in air-tight vessels, per 100 kilogs . - 

Bay leaf, bay berries, and galgan root ee offict- 
narum), per 100 kilogs. - - 

Hartshorn and fish bone, een, per 100 kilogs, - 

Cheese, per 100 kilogs. 

Note.—Cheese imported in lead or tin wrappings 
pays duty together with these wrappings. 

Pastry and extract of meat in air. al vessels, per ” 
kilogs. gross - 

Gingerbread and similar bakemeats (including the so- 
called American and English biscuits), with or 
without sugar, per 100 kilogs. gross - - 

Juice of fruit and berries not sugared and without 
spirit, except lemon juice, per 100 kilogs. - 

Note.—Juice made up with spirit, not exceeding 

25 degrees, is dutiable as non-sparkling wine, 

but exceeding that strength as beverages prepared 
with arrack, &c. 

Cooking salt, coarse or fine, per hectolitre - - 

Do., refined, in packets, per 100 kilogs. gross - 

Rock salt, coarse, in pieces. per 100 kilogs. =~ - 

Mustard, dry, per 100 kilogs. - - - 

Do., prepared, together with vessel, per 100 kilogs. —- 

Syrup, except honey, fruit and berry syrup, per 
100 kilogs. gross - - - 

Orange and lemon peel, dried, not “sugared, also the 
salted peel of bitter oranges, and the dried, unripe 
fruit itself, per 100 kilogs. . 

Shell-fish : oysters, lobsters, cray-fish, unanesti, crabs, 
cockles, and sea-spiders, also tortoises of - sorts, 
per 100 kilogs. gross. - 

Do. do., in air-tight vessels, per 100 kilogs. gross, - 

Note.—Live tortoises are duty free. 
Soy and sauces, per 100 kilogs. gross + - - 


Grain, maize, per 100 kilogs. 
Millet, spelt, and lentils, per hectolitre - - - 
Kidney beans, per hectolitre - - 


Rice in husks, per 100 kilogs. - - 
Do., without husks, per 100 kilogs. - 

Ne ote.—For the flour of maize, millet, spelt, lentils, 
or Turkish beans the duty is augmented at the 
rate of 50 per cent. above that on the grain from 
which they are prepared. 

Fungi, dried, edible, except those under the heading pd 
pharmaceutical wares, per 100 kilogs. gross - 
Morels, champignons, and other mushrooms, salted or 


preserved in oil or vinegar, per kilog. - - | 
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Articles on which the duty has been changed. 


New Tariff. | 


Old Tariff. 


Truffles, per kilog. - - - = - - 
Tea: flower, also green and yellow, per kilog. : 
Do., other descriptions, per kilog. - 
Yote.—If the tea is in wrappers the weight of the 
wrappers is included in levying the duty. 
Waters, effervescent, as those prepared w ith carbonic 
acid or soda, also mineral waters, per jar or bottle - 
Vinegar and acetic acid, except raw tree-vinegar and 
toilet-vinegar, not exceeding 10 per cent. of avid, per 
100 kilogs. gross - - 
Tobacco, unmannfactured, in leaves, w with or w 
stalks, from Ist Jan. 1889, per 100 kilogs. Fs - 
Stalks, froma 1st Jan. 1889, per 100 kilogs. - - - 
Tobacco, prepared, for smoking, also cut, twist, or in 
rings or cakes, from Ist Jan. 1889, per kilog. - 
Do., ground, or snuff, from Ist Jan. 1889, per ‘kilog. - 


Cigars, also cut tobacco, wrapped in the leaf, from 
1st Jan. 1889, per kilog. - a - 
Cigarettes or cut tobacco, ai d in paper, frem 
Ist Jan. 1889, per kilog. - - - 


Tobacco juice, per 100 kilog - - 
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VIIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


GRAIN OPERATIONS AT NICOLAIEFY. 


The following information respecting grain operations at 
Nicolaieff is taken from a report by Mr. A. Woodhouse, British 
Vice-Consul at that port, dated the 13th July last, and which is 
issued by the Foreign Office (No. 100, Miscellaneous Series) :— 

* The harvest of 1887, in nearly the whole of the Governments 
of Southern Russia, being exceptionally abundant, the transactions 
in grain and the shipments from Nicolaieff during the autumn 
months were unusually large. 

*'The quality of the various cereals also was very good, and 
the majority of the cargoes being shipped in excellent condition, 
purchasers abroad were led into the belief that these first ship- 
ments were reliable samples of the immense stocks remaining in 
the country at the close of the season, and which would be ready 
for exportation on the re-opening of the navigation in the 
spring. 

“ Unfortunately, however, that belief was not justified by 
results, 

“ Being totally unprepared for such a large crop, no provision 
had been made to meet its requirements, and, to make matters 
worse, the unusually heavy weather in the autumn and winter 
created difficulties against which there was no power to contend, 
to say nothing of the damage and loss sustained in consequence. 

“On the railways the state of things was truly calamitous. 
For want of rolling stock, coupled with a sad want of administra- 
tion, masses of grain accumulated at the various stations, where 
it lay, month after month, exposed to rain and snow, without, any 
covering of any description, As might have been expected, the 
condition of this grain, when eventually it reached Nicolaieff, was 
most deplorable. What was not totally unfit for the market was 
more or less damaged, and it was nothing unusual to see truck 
loads of sacks covered with a green growth, the grain having 
sprouted through the meshes of the sacking. 

“The question which naturally presents itself at this juncture 
is, what has become of all this damaged grain? This I will 
endeavour to show. But, in order that what | bring forward may 
be more intelligible, i will at the same time give a brief outlive 
of the operations of the grain business and the manipulation of 
grain in practice at this port. 

“First of all, there are at Nicolaieff, and in its immediate 
vicinity, five groups of warehouses where grain is received, stored, 
and prepared for shipment. The principal one of these, situated 
at Ponovia Balka, in close proximity to the commercial port, is 
the depét for all the grain brought by rail from the interior, and 
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some idea of the quantity received by waggon since the beginning 
of the present year may be formed by consulting the following 
figures :— 

“In January, 2,948 waggons or 29,480 tons; in February, 3,400 
waggons or 34,000 tons ; in March, 4,620 waggons or 46,200 tons ; 
in April, 5,124 waggons or 51,240 tons; in May, 6,020 waggons 
or 60,200 tons; in June, 4,151 waggons or 51,510 tons; total, 
26,263 waggons or 262,630 tons. 

‘Grain, in large quantities, is also received at this depot from 
other sources. 

“The other warehouses stand near the entrances to the town, 
where they collect the grain as it is brought in by carts from the 
surrounding districts. 

* At Voznesenok on the Bong there is another depédt, whence 
considerable quantities of grain are sent in lighters to Nicolaieff 
and shipped direct into steamers. 

“We now come to the operations of the grain speculators and 
merchants. 

“The speculators are a class of men who buy grain from the 
peasants, farmers, and small proprietors, or as it is brought to the 
market. Their transactions are purely speculative, hence the 
term. They buy anything that is offered, and, from a number of 
small lots, they make up larger parcels which in turn they offer 
to the merchants. 

“The merchants, as a rule, have staffs of agents occupied in 
collecting grain in different parts of the country. Besides these 
there are numerous brokers, who make it their business to ascertain 
daily what stocks are in the hands of the speculators, and, armed 
with this information, they wait upon the merchants, who purchase 
according to their requirements, or it may be that the merchants, 
having demands from abroad, employ the brokers to get together 
the cargoes they want. 

“When the grain finally reaches the merchants, it passes 
through a series of processes, the details of which are the secrets 
of the trade. 

“In the first place, if damp, it is worked about by shovels, day 
after day, until it is considered to be in a fit state to be shipped. 

“When practicable it is turned over in the open air, exposed 
to the sun. 

“In wet weather, the operation of drying is indefinitely pro- 
longed, and if the grain be particularly damp there is danger of 
its becoming heated. 

* The next process is that of mixing or bulking, and here it is 
that the intelligence and ingenuity of the faculty are called into 
play. Light grain is mixed with heavier qualities, and these are 
worked well together, or, if a better quality is needed, the lighter 
grain is extracted, and so on. Very frequently the mixing is effected 
during the loading, the quantity required to make up a cargo 
consisting of a number of parcels, some of which may still be in 
the warehouses of the speculators or in lighters. 
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“Ifa parcel of grain has been damaged by wet, or if its quality 
is not what it should be, it may be imagined that it is disposed of 
as an inferior article. And so it sometimes is; but although it 
may pass from hand to hand, in the end there is but one outlet 
for it. When a merchant has large stocks, it is not difficult for 
him to hide away, as it were, small lots of inferior or unsound 
grain. This is done every day. In the general manipulation 
they go in with the rest. But when the quantity of damaged grain 
is larger, the ingenuity of the holder is occasionally severely taxed. 
By cleaning, sifting, and knocking it about and by turning it over 
and over again in the warehouse or out in the sun, every effort is 
made to restore to it some of its lost condition, after which it 
disappears in the usual way. That is to say, if not mixed with 
other grain on the spot, it is spread over a cargo during the 
process of loading. 

“ But it sometimes happens that it is not possible to work over 
the damaged grain in the manner I have described. Unfavour- 
able weather, want of warehouse room, or the two combined, create 
difficulties, which our merchants are unable to surmount. As it 
proved in the spring of this year, when the wet and damaged 
grain came pouring in from the interior, What is the result? 
There is nothing for it; some of the grain must be shipped as it 
is, and at the risk of injuring other grain with which it is mixed. 

“ From this, then, it will be seen how damaged grain is treated 
and disposed of, and also what may have become of a considerable 
portion of that grain which arrived in such a lamentable state from 
the interior.” 


Tue Russtan Buack SEA AND DanuBE STEAMSHIP 
CoMPaNny. 


A report, dated the 12th July last, has been received from 
Mr. G. R. Perry, Her Majesty’s Consul General at Odessa, 
enclosing translation of an extract of a Government order, 
published in the Official Gazette of Odessa, dated July 10th, 
extending the service and increasing the subsidy of the Russian 
Black Sea and Danube Steamship Company. The following is a 
copy of the translation in question :— 


“The Black Sea and Danube Steamship Company’s statutes 
have lately been revised by the Imperial Council, and alterations 
made in some of the paragraphs with a view to the extension of 
the undertaking. The chief alterations are as follows, viz. :—That 
during the open season, @.c., eight months of the year, the Com- 
pany is bound to run (1) a fortnightly boat from Odessa to 
Ismalia, thence to Kilia, and on to Reni, returning vid Ismalia 
and Soulina to Odessa; (2) a weekly boat from Odessa to 
Soulina, Tulcha, Galatz, Braila, Chernovodi, Silistria, Turtukai, 
Guirgevo, Rustchuck, and Sistovo, and from thence back to 
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Odessa, calling at the same ports on the return voyage; (3) a 
weekly boat from Sistovo to Zimnitza, Turn-Magurell, Nicopol, 
Korabia, Zelei, Beket, Rachove, Kopanitz, Lom-Palanka, Vidin, 
Kalafat, Radnevatz, Turn-Severin, and Kladnovo, and from 
Kladnovo back to Sistovo, calling at the same ports on the return 
journey ; (4) a fortnightly boat from Reni along the river Pruth, 
as far as Nemzen, and back. This boat is to call on its way, up 
and down, exclusively at such piers as are situated on the Russian 
bank of the river; (5) a weekly tug-boat for the transport of 
petroleum from Reni to Galatz, Braila, Chernovodi, Silistria, 
Turtukai, Giurgevo, Rustchuck, and Sistovo, and from Sistovo 
back to Reni, calling at the same ports. 

“ These boats must commence to run within six months from the 
date the statutes are confirmed. The Government is to pay the 
Company the following subsidies for the performance of these 
voyages, viz.:—(1.) For the weekly eervice on the Odessa-Sistovo 
line, at the rate cf 1 rouble 95 copecks per mile run by the 
shortest route, during the first 12 years of the Company’s 
existence, the total amount of the subsidy not to exceed 
50,302 roubles per annum. (2.) For the fortnightly service on 
the Odessa-Ismailia line, at the rate of 1 rouble per mile run by 
the shortest route, during the first 10 years of the Company’s 
existence; the total amount to be paid by Government not to 
exceed 7,938 roubles per annum. (3.) For the weekly service on 
the Sistovo-Kladovo line, at the rate of 2 roubles per mile rur 
by the shortest route, during the first 10 years, the total amount 
of the subsidy not to exceed 25,561 roubles 60 copecks per 
annum. (4.) For the fortnightly service on the Pruth line, at the 
rate of 1 rouble and 50 copecks per mile run by the shortest 
route, between Reni and Nemzen, total amount of the subsidy 
not to exceed 8,400 roubles. (5.) For the weekly tug-boat 
service (for the transport of petroleum) on the Reni-Sistovo line, 
at the rate of two roubles per mile run by the shortest route, 
between Reni and Sistovo, total amount of the subsidy not to 
exceed 29,120 roubles per annum.” 

The akove alterations were confirmed by His Imperial Majesty 
on the 25th May 1888. 


Tue Sr. PeTersBuRG AND CRONSTADT CANAL. 


Mr. H. N. Dering, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
St. Petersburg, in a despatch, dated the 6th July, forwards a 
report which had been addressed to him by Mr. J. Michell, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at St. Petersburg, stating that the Prefect of 
St. Petersburg has lately revised the new regulations respecting 
the navigation of the sea canal between Cronstadt and St. 
Petersburg. 
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The following is an extractfrom Mr. Michell’s report :— 


“The Prefect of St. Petersburg recently issued instructions to 
the pilot authorities at Cronstadt to forbid vessels having less than 
2 ft. of water under their keel at high-water level, and less than 
3 ft. at low water, or otherwise establishing a maximum and 
minimum standard draught of 19 ft. and 18 ft. respectively, to 
proceed by the sea canal to St. Petersburg. 

“These instructions caused the agents of the Wilson, Bailey 
and Leatham, and other lines of steamers of heavy tonnage 
frequenting the St. Petersburg by the sea canal route, the greatest 
anxiety and concern, inasmuch as the steamers drawing on an 
average from 20 ft. to 21 ft. would be entirely precluded from 
St. Petersburg, if the new rule were carried out. 

“The Prefect of St. Petersburg, recognising the cogency of 
arguments adduced to him, ordered the recently-established rule 
to be rescinded, and that in its stead instructions be issued to the 
effect that every vessel proceeding through the canal at high 
water shall have one ft., and at low water one and a half ft. of 
water between her keel and the canal bottom, instead of 3 and 2 ft. 
respectively as at first determined.” 


ForEIGN TRADE OF Russia IN FIRST Four Montus 
OF 1888. 


A despatch, dated the 10th July last, from Mr. H. N. Dering; 
Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at St. Petersburg, transmits. 


official statistics of the foreign trade of Russia during the first 
four months of the current year, as compared with the corresponding 
period of 1887. 

The Custom House receipts in the month of January 1888 
and 1887 were 7,715,149, and 6,859,706 roubles credit. February, 
5,762,697 and 5,585,837 roubles; March, 5,737,154 and 6,696,907 
roubles; April, 6,669,465 roubles, against 7,325,533 in 1887 ; 
total, 25,884,465 roubles credit, representing a deficit of 583,518 
roubles credit as compared with 1887. 

In the period from January 1, 1888, to May 1, were exported : 
Grain, 103,585,000 roubles; other provisions, 15,346,000 roubles ; 
raw and half-worked stuff, 56,948,000 roubles; cattle, 4,325,000 
roubles; manufactures, 9,411,000 roubles; total, 189,615,000 
roubles, representing an increase of 48,662,000 roubles over the 
exports for the corresponding period of last year. 

Besides this were exported also gold and silver in coin and 
bars, 16,993,000 roubles, as against 12,358,000 roubles for the 
corresponding period of 1887. 

As regards the imports the values were as follows :— 


Provisions, 7,635,000 roubles: raw and half-worked materials, 
51,531,000 roubles; cattle, 89,000 roubles; manufactures, 
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14,346,000 roubles; total, 73,601,000 roubles, or 16,650,000 
roubles less as compared with 1887. 

Gold and silver in coin and bars were imported for the period 
from January Ist to May Ist, to the amount of 1,282,000 roubles, 
against 1,314,000 roubles for 1887. 


Pusitc Works tHE NETHERLANDS. 


The following information is extracted from a recent report by 
Mr. W. C. Robinson, Her Majesty’s Consul at Amsterdam :— 

“The progress made with the new canal, which is to connect 
Amsterdam with the Rhine, and to give a new impulse to our / 
trade, is so slow that it is feared that by the time the canal is i 
completed the last vestiges of our transit trade will have 
disappeared. 

* The improvement of the harbour of Ymuiden, and construction 
of the new locks at the entrance of the North Sea canal, is also 
still uncommenced, and the outlook is very unpromising, since the ; 
Government has declared that these works are to be proceeded 
with pari passu with the funds at the Minister’s disposal, a 
prospect which is far from encouraging. 

“A coaling hulk has been placed at Ymuiden by Messrs. 
Halverhout and Zwart, of that port, so that the steamers putting 
in on account of stress of weather will be enabled to procure 
bunker coal, which was not hitherto the case. 

« Renewed efforts are being made by the Chamber of Commerce 
to induce the Government to abolish the canal dues, by which 
this port is so greatly handicapped, as compared with Rotterdam, j 


i while the geographical situation of the latter is so infinitely 
superior. 

ee: “Government has constructed the new waterway from Rot- 
2 terdam to the sea, at an expense of 2,666,000, and levies no 
q dues, while Amsterdam, with a North Sea canal, costing the 
a Government about 2,166,000/., pays canal and harbour dues, 
ee which practically add an average of 2d. per ton dead weight to 
a the expenses of the shipping frequenting the port ; a difference 
u quite large enough to keep away many trades in the present days 
: of sharp competition. 

“The new waterworks connecting the River Vecht with the 
city are now finally completed, and an ample supply of water for 
: all sanitary and other purposes has been thus secured.” 
ee TRADE AND CoMMERCE OF ALEXANDRIA FOR THE YEAR 1887, 


The following information respecting the trade and commerce 
of Alexandria for the year 1887 is extracted from a recent report 
by Sir C. A. Cookson, Her Majesty’s Consul at that port :— 

“The export and import figures for 1887 show but a small 
increase over those of the preceding year, and confirm the general 
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belief that trade at Alexandria is offering no exception to the 
depression prevailing in other parts of the world. The crops cn 
the whole were more than usually good, as well as abundnnt, so 
that the fellaheen were in most cases able to obtain fair prices 
throughout the year; but, owing to the great competition in 
Europe and excessive production and overstocking of the markets, 
capitalists were only able to realise very small profits, In fact 
the considerable diminution in 1877, as compared with 1886, in 
the imports of articles of luxury, indicates a decrease in the general 
purchasing power of the higher classes of the population. The 
total of the imports is, it is true, slightly in excess of those of the 
former year, but this is largely due to exceptional circumstances, 
such as the importation of machinery and dredges for the works 
which have been undertaken in the Suez Canal. 

“ Contrary to expectation, the unusually high Nile of 1887 on 
the whole did little or no damage to the crops. There are in 
Upper Egypt exceptionally high lands which in an ordinary year 
are not flooded at all and so remain uncultivated, but in a year 
like 1887 become as productive as the rest. 

“The principal mischief done was the destruction of the durra 
crops, but in many cases the proprietors of the land were fully 
compensated by the benefit they were able to derive, with a view 
to other crops, from the fresh mud deposit. 

“There have been considerable yariations in the trade with 
different countries, but, owing to the want of more detailed 
statistics, I am unable at present to examine.the reasons of the 
fluctuation in each case. 

“ The increase in the value of the exports to Great Britain is 
probably due to a very great extent to the large quantities of 
wheat purchased during the year by the United Kingdom. 

“Trade with Turkey has considerably improved since 1886, 
but it is feared that there will before long be a considerable 
falling-off of the exports to that country, in consequence of the 
action of the Turkish Custom house in refusing to recognise in 
some cases Egyptian raftiehs (or certificates showing that the 
import duties have been already paid in Egypt), while raftiehs 
issued by the Turkish authorities are accepted under similar 
circumstances at the Alexandria Custom house for goods arriving 
from Turkey. 

“The increase of trade with Belgium is partly accounted for 
by the large exports of grain to that country in consequence of 
the abundant wheat and maize crops in 1887; but, apart from 
this fact, the trade with Belgium is rapidly developing. Amongst 
other imports from that country may be mentioned a consignment 
of about 800 tons of coals in square blocks (patent fuel), which 
was an entirely novel experiment. 

“JT regret that I am unable to point with confidence to any 
branch of commerce at Alexandria in which English enterprise 
would be likely in the present unfavourable condition of trade to 
meet with much success. As stated in my Report for the year 
1886, an ironmonger’s store, at which a large variety of goods of 
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English manufacture could be obtained, would be appreciated by 
the English colony. Most of the natives, however, are content 
to purchase the cheaper manufactures of France, Germany, 
and Belgium, which are suificiently durable to meet their 
requirements. 

“Letters are occasionally addressed to this Consulate and to 
the English merchants by persons desirous of supplying the 
Egyptian market with hosiery and ready-made clothing. <A very 
large per-centage of these goods are at present imported from 
Austria and Germany, where they can be produced at a lower 
price than in England, so that it would be very difficult, if 
possible, for English firms to enter into competition. A com- 
mercial traveller of considerable experience of the requirements 
of Orientals and Europeans settled in the Levant might perhaps 
be able to discover an opening for British enterprise, but witbout 
such personal observations as he would be able to make, and the 
knowledge that he would possess of the capacities of the firm for 


which he travels, it would be difficult to obtain any trustworthy 
advice.” 


Fisuine Inpustry oF WaAsHINGTON 'TERRITORY. 


The following information is extracted from a recent report by 
Mr. Denis Donohoe, Her Majesty’s Consul at San Francisco :— 

“ One of the leading industries of Washington Territory is the 
salmon fisheries of the Columbia River, Shoalwater Bay, Gray’s 
Harbour, and Puget Sound. ‘The business of taking salmon with 
traps on the Columbia, and packing them in brine, in kits and 
barrels, or smoking them, has been pursued from the earliest. 
period of settlement; and those who engaged in the business 


derived considerable profit, and all materials used were cheap, 
-while there was a ready demand for the product at fair prices. 


About 1865 or 1866 the first experiment of preserving salmon 


‘fresh in hermetically-sealed tins was tried on the Columbia 


River. 

“‘ The fish were of the very best variety, called Chinook. They 
were very fat, were taken shortly after leaving salt water, were 
so abundant that only the finest specimens need be used, and 
great pains were taken in putting them up; consequently the 
Columbia River canned salmon obtained a world-wide reputation 
as an article of luxury, and, being in great demand, commanded a 
very high price. 

“The large profits made induced others to enter the business, 
which was rapidly developed, and at the present time it is claimed 
that 6,000 persons and more than 400,000/. are xequired to 
conduct the different operations on the Columbia River alone. 

“ Fisheries in this territory are now established in all the open 


bays and sounds, where the salmon are taken with gill and purse 
nets. 
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“It is very difficult to get the quantity of salmon exported, as 
no official records seem to be kept; very large shipments are 
made, principally by steamers, to San Francisco, and by railway 
to eastern markets, for home consumption. The foreign supply 
is sent direct from the Columbi: at Astoria. 

“Up to the present time very little has been done towards 
developing the fisheries of Puget Sound and the coast line of the 
territory, with the exception of salmon and halibut, but several 
experienced fishermen, with their crafts and gear, from the 
Atlantic coast, are now making these waters their objective point, 
and it is expected that this industry will grow rapidly and become 
very important. 

“The United States Fish Commissioner has recently introduced 
carp and shad into these waters, and it is contemplated to send 
lobsters also. 

* Oysters brought overland from the Atlantic coast are being 
transplanted in suitable localities, and these experiments, made by 
private companies, it is hoped will turn out very successful.” 


ServiaAN ComMercIAL RELATIONS WITH THE BALKAN 
PENINSULA. 


Mr. F. R. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister at Belgrade, in a 
despatch, dated the 25th June last, encloses extract with a trans- 
lation of a letter in the Pester Lloyd, on the subject of trade 
in the Balkan Peninsula, to which access is now offered by the 
newly opened railways. 

The following is an extract from the translation in question :— 

“¢ The Salonica railway line has now been some weeks opened 
to commercial traffic, but of any increased activity of our com- 
mercial circles with the districts brought into coramunication by 
that railway we fail as yet to observe any symptoms. 

“In the meanwhile things are being quietly prepared in the 
localities in question which may unpleasantly surprise our com- 
irercial world at no remoter period than next autumn. 

“ We already, last spring, announced much activity in the South 
Servian wine districts on the part of Frenchmen interested in 
the wine trade. To-day we supplement our remarks with the 
fact that French wine agents have already purchased this year’s 
vintages in the districts of Nischava, at the spurs of the Jastrebatz 
and Osren mountains and the valley of Blasina, and have quite 
recently undertaken, with a similar object, a visit to the rich 
Negotin wine districts in Kraina. And as they contemplate 
themselves cultivating the vine in the neighbourhood of these 
localities, and there establishing temporary cellars, it is possible 
that these rich wine districts, from which the Hungarian wine 
trade derived for years such profits, are now lost to us. Nor is 
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foreign commerce less interested in the forest wealth of South 
Servia. Germans made months ago their purchases in the woods 
of the Koparnik mountains for coopering material exported by 
Salonica, Also in textile and other manufactured goods do we 
notice remarkable facts. For several weeks have agents in 
Salonica in behalf of English, French, and Swiss manufacturers, 
been travelling in South Servia, receiving no orders, but themselves 
making purchases, while promising to return in the autumn as 
vendors at Nisch of articles similar in appearance, only better 
worth the price hitkerto paid for them. Such purchases have for 
months past been made by the French Minister at Belgrade, 
whose activity in behalf of French trade is quite remarkable.” 


TRADE IN AUSTRALASIA, 


Lord Vivian, Her Majesty’s Minister at Brussels in a despatch 
dated the 30th June last, encloses copy of a report, forming the 
appendix to the official Moniteur Belge of the 28th June, drawn 
up by Mr. Van Schelle, formerly Belgian Commissary to the 
Sydney Exhibition of 1879, on the commercial and economical 
progress of the English Australasian Colonies, showing especially 
the great increase in the direct trade between Belgium and 
Australia since the products of Belgium became known in the 
Colonies through the International Exhibitions of Sydney and 
Melbourne in 1879 and 1880. 

Mr. Van Schelle points out that prior to the participation of 
Belgium in the Australian Exhibitions of 1879 and 1880, Belgian 
produce was introduced into Australia under the British flag, and 
the source of the production was unknown to the consumers. 
Since they have become known to them, direct relations have not 
been long in establishing themselves. 

Mr. Van Schelle further notices that during the six years pre- 
ceding the Sydney Exhibition—1875 to 1880—the trade was 
limited to an isolated trial export of wool from Melbourne to 
Antwerp, to an importation of Belgian machines, iron, and _stee! 
to Sydney, and a half-ton of nails sold at Brisbane, the value of 
the whole being 2,185,925 francs. From 1881 to 1885, in five 
years, the figures increased to 81,367,025 frances, and the trade 
includes products of every description. Belgium takes Australia’s 
raw material, the wool, and returns to it its manufactures. 

Mr. Van Schelle also calls attention to the increasing impor- 
tations of Australian wool to Antwerp, which port, he says, 
intends to displace London as the wool market of Europe, owing 
to its geographical position and the greater facilities it offers for 
the economical discharge of cargoes. 
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THe NETHERLANDS ToBacco TRADE. 


The following information is extracted from a recent report by 
Mr. W. C. Robinson, Her Majesty’s Consul at Amsterdam :-— 


** The tobacco trade during 1887 was large, brisk, and profitable. 
The Amsterdam market has become more and more the principal 
one in Europe, in consequence of the excellent quality of the 
Sumatra tobacco, which is sought for here by buyers from all 
parts of the world, and especially by the American cigar manu- 
facturers, and of the large amounts of Dutch capital invested in 
tbe plantations of Sumatra, Java, and Borneo, the extent of which 
is daily increasing. The crop of 1886 was the largest hitherto 
known. Sumatra sent to Holland, in 1887, 138,000 bales, value 
2,660,000/., as compared with 125,000 bales, value 2,309,000/., in 
1886. North America alone purchased in our market for 
1,160,0002. Prices slightly improved, partly in consequence of 
the demand for the finer qualities for cigar-making, for which 
extra rates were paid. The measure taken by the English 
Government, fixing 35 per cent. as the limit of water to be added 
by the tobacco manufacturers, was a severe blow to the sale to 
England of Java tobacco, the absorptive power of which is very 
great. Borneo is now beginning to send some tobacco of excellent 
quality, and the produce of British North Borneo is now looked 
forward to with much interest. The dividends of the more 
important Sumatra tobacco companies were again very high—the 
Deli Company 109 per cent. per annum, and the Arendsburg 
Company 169 per cent,” 


AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION AT WARSAW. 


The following information has been extracted from a recent 
report by Mr. Henry Grant, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Warsaw 

“ The yearly agricultural exhibition began on the 7th June, 
and lasted till the 19th. The exhibits consisted principally of 
horses and cattle, a few pigs and sheep, and a large quantity of 
first-rate agricultural machinery and implements of every kind and 
description, made by Messrs. Lilpop, Rau, and Loewenstein, of 
Warsaw, with a sprinkling of English ploughs and other 
implements. 

** The show of horses was poor. The principal breeders, such 
as Count Branicki and Prince Sanguszko, did not exhibit; and 
one missed the fine animals of different breeds, from the English 
thoroughbred, born in this country, to the roadster and percheron, 
which have been exhibited in former years. 'There were some 
good carriage and saddle horses belonging to Mr. Bobrowski, of 
Snopkow (Lublin), who breeds principally for exportation, and a 
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few fairly good Arabs; but to judge by the small number of 
exhibitors, one would think that the endeavours which have been 
made withiu the last few years to improve the breeding of horses 
in Poland had failed. ‘This, however, is not the case; on the 
contrary, farmers and country gentlemen go on breeding more 
than ever, and produce excellent animals, only, as profits are 
small, they do not care to incur the expense of bringing them all 
the way to Warsaw for exhibition, and prefer selling at the 
studs. 

* The cattle department was well attended, many of the best 
breeders having sent up some of their finest specimens. The 
Dutch breed was the one which was best represented, conspicuous 
among them being a lot belonging to Madame Lukasiewicz, of 
Tubilow, Wloclawek. Prices, however, were very low. One of 
the best bulls was valued by its owner at 200r. (172. 10s. 10d), 
and cows averaged about 160r. (14/. Os. 8d.). Three bulls of the 
Oldenburg breed were valued at from 135 r. (112 16s. 10d.) to 
165 r. (14/. 9s. 5d.). Besides the Dutch breeds, there were a few 
Schwitzers, Montafuns, and Angelns, 

“ Among the few pigs exhibited there were some very fine 
specimens of Yorkshire and Lincoln breeds, reared in this country, 
which shows that the Polish climate suits them well.” 


Tue Sarr or Cast-Orr MILITARY EQUIPMENT IN GERMANY. 


A despatch, dated the 27th June last, has been received from 
Col. L. V. Swaine, Her Majesty’s Military Attaché at Berlin, 
from which it appears that there is no official in Germany who 
has the management of the sales of surplus leather pouches, &c. 
(similar to the Commissary-General of Ordnance at Woolwich). 
All such sales are carried out regimentally. 


THroUGH RAILWAY FROM Paris TO 
CONSTANTINOPLE. 


The following is an extract from a report by Mr. N. R. O’Conor, 
Her Majesty's Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, dated the 
9th July last, respecting the completion of the through railway 
service from Paris to Constantinople : —- 


“The railway was opened on the Sth instant (July) for local 
traffic between Zaribrod and Vakarel. - 

“The connexion with the Servian line is not, however, esta- 
blished as yet, so that homeward travellers have to drive from 
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Zaribrod to Pirot, a distance about 15 miles, but it is expected 
that in a week or two the Servian train will run into Zaribrod in 
connexion with the Bulgarian. 

“It seems doubtful whether the international service can be 
begun on the 27th, though it may safely be assumed that by the 
1st of September the through service from Paris to Constantinople 
will be established.” 


ARGENTINE BUDGET FOR 1889. 


A despatch, dated the 8th June last, has been received from 
Mr. G. F. B. Jenner, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Buenos 
Ayres, enclosing an extract from the Buenos Ayres Standard, 
giving the proposed estimates of revenue and expenditure for the 
year 1889. 

The revenue for 1888 is estimated at 59,610,000 dollars. 
Import and additional dues are estimated to yield 38,600,000 
dollars of this amount. The insertion of fresh items in the 
Budget ewells the estimated expenditure to 59,214,744 dollars, 
which shows a difference of over seven millions in excess of the 
Budget for this year. Under the item of Finances, in the Ex- 
penditure Budget, is included 550,000 dollars voted for the 
recently-established bounties on meat and cattle products. 

The provisions of the Budget, with respect to the proposed 
modifications in Customs duties and regulations, are as follows :— 

“In the Customs law, the Executive proposes from 30 to 
45 per cent. ad valorem duties on meat, fruit, and vegetable 
preserves. The impert on these articles in 1887 amounted to 
728,000 dellars, and, calculating on these figures, the proposed 
increase would add 110,000 dollars per annum to the revenue, 
although in proposing the increase it is not the intention of the 
Government to swell the revenue so much as to stimulate home- 
production. The country is rich in meat, fruits, and vegetables. 
A littie stimulation and support would breathe life into a new 
industry. Most of the meat preserves imported come in the 
shape of ham, bacon, and in general pork, the total value of 
which is set down at 143,000 dollars per annum, Imported meats 
of other descriptions comprise game, &c., which represent an 
annual sum of 80,000 doilars. It may be convenient here to 
remark that swine thrive wonderfully in the country, and that 
consequently with a little care we could make the ham and bacon 
industry an immense source of wealth for the Republic. There 
is no reason why we should not follow the example of the United 
States in this respect, where this industry has assumed truly 
wonderful proportions. In the year 1886 the exported products 
of this particular industry in that country amounted to 57,125,000 
dollars, and this of course is independent of the home-consump- 
tion, In many parts of the country maize is not grown, owing 
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to the want of cheap and proper means of transport, but if the 
people in those places could find pig-breeding a good business, 
they would no doubt grow maize in large quantities. It is 
precisely in this simple manner that small settlements have 
developed into prosperous cities in the United States. 

“ For the same reason the Executive proposes to raise the duty 
on cheese from 30 to 45 per cent. This article is imported to the 
amount of 2,073,000 dollars per annum, and it is quite evident that 
the greater part consists of different kinds of superior quality, not 
consumed by the working classes. By imposing a higher duty, 
stimulation will be given to the home industry. 

“It is also proposed to levy a duty of 5 per cent. on casks, 
barrels, and other articles brought out for our wine trade and 
imported free of duty under the actual Customs legislation. 

“Tin and soldering material bear a duty of 25 per cent. at 
present, unless expressly imported for the meat-preserving factories, 
in which case the article is admitted free of duty. The Executive 
believes that all difficulties would be overcome and gencral interests 
consulted by levying a uniform duty of 5 per cent. 

“ Books, in 1887, bore a duty of 5 per cent. and when bound of 
25 per cent. Under the present legislation they are free of duty, 
for which the Executive sees no reason, and consequently proposes 
a uniform duty of 25 per cent. The bookbinding and printing 
industries of the country are very large, but suffer greatly owing 
to the disadvantages of the Customs tariff at present. The 
modification suggested by the Executive will moreover tend to 
encourage a national literature. 

“Paving stones come in under the category of 30 per cent. 
articles. The working of quarries and stone-cutting for paving 
purposes form now two growing industries in the country. 
Employment is thus given to a considerable number of hands, and 
a fair field afforded to capital. Unfortunately high freights keep 
down the industry in a great measure. There is therefore no 
reason why the foreign article should be allowed free of duty, 
to the detriment of a home industry which needs protection. 

* The Executive proposes to suppress the exemption from duty 
granted under the present legislation to paintings and other works 
of art. In the first place, it is not just to make exceptions which 
can only be of advantage to the well-to-do classes. Besides, the 
State does not find it convenient to keep a staff of experts to 
decide on the merits of imported art. This fiscal liberality has 
no raison détre, and should, therefore, as proposed, be suppressed. 

“ The first article of the draft bill prescribes that all persons, 
corporations, or associations, whether public or private, shall be 
subject to the Customs legislation. This condition is absolutely 
necessary to suppress the corruption and abuses which have 
gradually crept in. Provincial government and public boards 
have acquired the habit of contracting, on their own responsibility, 
from the exemption from duty of materials needed for public 
purposes. ‘There isa special law to regulate this question, and 
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outside the bounds of this law everything must be considered an 
abuse of privilege. 

* The last amendment proposed treats of the mode of levying 
the duties; authorising the Executive to establish the specific 
instead of the ad valorem tariff. This reform is considered by the 
Executive to be of transcendental importance for the revenue and 
consumers, because operations will be simplified greatly. The 
system of specific duties is acknowledged to-day to be the most 
secure and scientific, although it gives rise to certain inconveniences 
and difficulties, when dealing with the sub-division of qualities, an 
operation rendered necessary in order to avoid overburdening the 
article imported for consumption. Another requirement arising 
from this system is a good staff, which it is difficult to improvise 
for each of the 70 and odd Custom Houses in the country. The 
system will be introduced gradually, in harmony with attendant 
circumstances and commercial requirements. The reform proposed 
by the Executive will prepare the way for the introduction of this 
system, and at the same time allow the Goverment a more 
extended term for the preparation of the tariff of valuation.” 


Works 1x Tunis. 


The following information has been extracted from a recent 
report by Sir R. L. Playfair, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Algiers :— 

* Public works in Tunis are being carried on as rapidly as 
could fairly be expected. The only important line of French 
railway actually open is that from Tunis to Ghardimaou, where 
it joins the Algerian system, but several new railways are about 
to be commenced. 

“The question of the creation of a port at Tunis is a very 
important one. In the end of 1881 a convention was made 
between the Beylical Government and the Compagnie des 
Batignolles, but the scheme does not progress rapidly. Many 
contending opinions and interests are involved. Some desire to 
see the produce of the country taken to Algeria by rail, others 
to create a great harbour and a new city at Carthage, which is 
the most queenly site that can be imagined, but this would 
entail the destruction of Tunis; so a canal is to be dug in the 
lake and a port made at Tunis itself, having a surface of 
12 hectares and surrounded by quays 100 métres broad. Thus 
the largest ships now frequenting the Goletia could go up to 
the city, and this harbour could be subsequently deepened should 
occasion require it, The estimated cost is 16,000,000 fr., and 
the work is to be executed under the direction of the Ponts et 
Chaussées of France, which does not seem to give unqualified 
satisfaction to the ‘Tunisians.” 
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VIII.—MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 


AvustrRo-HuNGARIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN LONDON. 


The Handels-Museum states that on the 16th of June a meeting 
of the most influential members of the Austro-Hungarian colony 
in London met at their own Consulate, and having unanimously 
resolved to establish an Austro-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce 
in that city, nominated a committee of six members to start this 
project without delay. 


COMMERCIAL MuseuM aT TANGIERS. 


The Recueil Consulaire Belge states that in the course of 
the month of October an International Commercial Museum 
will be opened in the city of Tangiers, in Morocco, for the 
purpose of encouraging trade between that Empire and foreign 
countries, and of familiarising the Morocco merchants with articles 
imported from Europe. It is expected that the opening of this 
museum will exercise an extraordinary influence on the commercial 
future of Morocco. 


CoMMERCIAL MuseuM AT MILAN. 


The Schweizerisches Handelsamtblatt states that, although opened 
so recently as June 1886, the Milan Commercial Museum has 
already rendered important services to Italian industry. During 
1887 a great deal of business was effected entirely through the 
museum, and the Italian Government is beginning to awaken to 
the value of this institution. It has lately shown this by an 
increase in the subsidy. The museum publishes a bulletin twice 
a month, describing all specimens received since the last publica- 
tion, and adding all such facts and general information as can be 
deemed important in the interests of Italian export trade. 


CommeEercIAL Museum AT Bupa-PeEstu. 


According to the French Journal Officiel for the 12th July 
last, the Belgian Consul-General at Buda-Pesth reports very 
favourably of the usefulness of the Commercial Museum of Buda- 
Pesth. This museum has been established by the Austro-Hungarian 


i 
| 
4 
Said 
q 
j 
wae 


MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 171 


Ministry of Commerce, and its budget is covered by a subsidy 
from the Government, augmented by contributions from the 
Chamber of Commerce, from the Austrian Lloyds, and from 
various societies. 

The object of the Buda-Pesth museum is not, like that of 
Brussels, to show to producers specimens of the articles in demand 
in foreign markets, but solely to exhibit whatever is manufactured 
in Hungary, and thus to place the Hungarian nation in a position 
to know what its own products consist of. It is not merely an 
exhibition, but a vast market as well, and it occupies the large 
spaces engaged for the Pesth Exhibition of 1885. The only 
articles excluded are those which are excessively cumbrous or 
dangerous, as locomotives on the one hand, an! explosives on the 
other. 


CoMMERCIAL Museum AT Oporto. 


The Receuil Consulaire Belge says that the Commercial Museum 
opened at Oporto on the 21st of March of last year has proved a 
great success. It contains very numerous specimens ot all the 
small domestic trades of Portugal. From January to April of 
the present year 8,251 persons visited it. Most of the articles 
exhibited are Portuguese, for very few foreign manufacturers have 
made any response to the invitation to send their products to the 
Oporto Museum. 


CoMMERCIAL MusEuM AT FRANKFORT. 


The French Journal Officiel for the 25th July last states that 
according to the annual report of the Frankfort Chamber of 
Commerce, 6,536 persons visited the Commercial Museum in that 
town during 1887. The condition of the museum is in every way 
satisfactory, and its collections are being rapidly added to. 


Bureau OF COMMERCIAL INFORMATION AT VIENNA, 


The Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 30th June last 
says that the Vienna Chamber of Commerce established, two 
years ago, a Bureau of Commercial Information respecting Russia, 
Italy, Turkey, the Danubian countries, Spain, Portugal, South 
America, Africa, and Australia. This bureau was instructed to 
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centralise all information respecting trade and industry in these 
several countries received from the various Austro-Hungarian 
Consulates. 

This step has produced the most satisfactory results to Austrian 
commerce, which has thus been able to work on accurate 
data. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs has recently proposed to the 
Vienna Chamber of Commerce to extend to Germany, France, 
England, Belgium, and the United States the system of this 
information, and thereby widen its sphere of usefulness. 


Tue ComMeEercIAL INFORMATION OFFICE AT BELGRADE. 


The Revue de ? Orient for the 24th June last contains the 
following information respecting the Commercial Information Office 
at Belgrade, the establishment of which was notified on p. 55 of 
the July number of the Board of Trade Journal :— 

The Servian Minister of Commerce is now making every effort 
to increase the export trade, to give confidence to the commercial 
world abroad, and to furnish every guarantee to capital employed 
in Servia. 

In order to achieve this result, the Minister has founded, at 
Belgrade, a commercial agency in the interests of Servian 
exportation. The principal object of this institution is to place - 
the foreign consumer in direct relation with the home producer. 
Foreign traders and merchants intending to make wholesale 
purchases of Servian produce have only to address themselves, 
orally or by letter, to the Belgrade agency, which will supply 
gratuitously every information in respect to the purchase and 
sale of any kind of merchandise and produce. The reply will 
give the details required respecting the state of production, 
price, means of transport, import, and Customs duties. The 
agency also engages to act as an intermediary between foreign 
producers and home consumers. It will further endeavour to 
facilitate transports and to obtain reductions in tariffs of native 
and foreign railways. 

The Government has given instructions to préfets, sous-préfets, 
and mayors, requesting them to assist in any case foreign mer- 
chants and manufacturers; the latter will thus be informed of 
the commercial laws and customs in vogue in Servia, of the 
manner in which bargains are made, of the method of drawing 
up contracts, and of giving them the force of law, &c. ‘The 
agency will reply to letters written not only in Servian but in all 
European languages. 
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PROHIBITION AGAINST ForEIGN VESSELS FisninG IN FRENCII 
AND ALGERIAN TERRITORIAL WATERS. 


In the Board of Trade Journal for the month of April last, 
there was published the translation of a decree prohibiting 
foreign vessels from fishing in the territorial waters of France and 
Algeria, within a limit fixed at three nautical miles from low- 
water mark. As regards bays, Art. 1 of the above decree provided 
that in each of the maritime arrondissements, and for Algeria, 
decrees were to determine the line from which this limit was to be 
reckoned. ‘The Journal Officiel for the 13th July last contains 
decrees determining the lines only for bays on the Mediterranean 
coast, 


Tne Frencw Sprat Fisuery. 


In consequence of irregularities which have been carried on in 
the sprat fisheries of France, and which were fully noticed in a 
report published at pp. 86-89 of the July aumber of the Board 
of Trade Journal, the following decree, made on the report of the 
French Minister of Marine and the Colonies, has been published 
in the Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 21st June last. 

Art. 1. On the littoral of the first four maritime arrondisse- 
ments, within a limit of three miles from low-water mark, and 
within the whole extent of the bay of Douarenez, the sprat 
iishery can only be carried on between the Ist Jauuary and 
1st July of each year with the aid of the small seine net, known 
as the “ halopin.” 

Art. 2. The small seine net, known at “ halopin,” will be 
limited to the following dimensions : — Maximum length, 200 
metres ; vertical height, 16 metres; maximum size of the part 
forming the bag, 200 sq. metres ; length of fishing ropes, 50 metres ; 
size of meshes, other than those of the bag, 13 millimetres square. 

Art. 3. It is prohibited to drag on the bottoms the net intended 
for the sprat fishery, and to haul it on board beyond the place 
where it has been thrown in. 


Harvest 1N MACEDONIA. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople 
states that, as regards the harvests of the present season through- 
out Macedonia, wheat promises an average return, poor in some 
districts ; barley is in general bad; maize is much more hopeful ; 
the tobacco harvest will be excellent; the fields of oats will z 
produce nothing ; and silk, which is one of the principal resources # 
of the province, threatens to be a complete failure this year. } 
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INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS OF THE SOUTHERN STATES OF 
AMERICA. 


Bradstreet’s for the 30th June last says that :— 

The Baltimore Manufacturers’ Record estimates the total 
number of new enterprises reported during the first half of 1888 
at 2,023, against 1,855 in the same period of 1887 and 812 in 
1886. Lumber mills, mining enterprises, canning factories, 
machine shops, and brick works note the largest number of new 
enterprises in the order named, and account for over one-half of 
the total number started. The amount of capital and capital 
stock represented by the list of new enterprises and the enlarge- 
ment of old plants for the first six months of 1888 were: 
Alabama, 14,940,000 dols.; Arkansas, 4,976,000 dols.; Florida, 
2,030,000 dols; Georgia, 5,792,000 dols.; Kentucky, 13,144,000 
dols.; Louisiana, 1,776,000 dols.; Maryland, 3,129,000 dols.; 
Mississippi, 837,000 dols.; North Carolina, 3,999,000 dols.; 
South Carolina, 3,153,000 dols.; Tennessee, 6,025,000 dols. ; 
Texas, 11,749,000 dols.; Virginia, 5,965,000 dols.; West 
Virginia, 3,993,000 dols. Total, 81,508,000 dols. Referring 
to the many new furnaces now going into blast in the south, the 
Record says: “The production of pig iron alone in Alabama 
“ next year will greatly exceed in value the entire value of all 
“ manufactures in that State in 1880. In 1880 the value of the 
“ manufactured products of Alabama was 13,000,000 dols., and the 
* value of the agricultural products 56,000,000 dols., or consider- 
“ ably more than four times as great. In 1889 the value of the 
products of the manufacturing and mining interests of that State 
«© will exceed the average yearly value of all agricultural products. 
“ Moreover, the manufacturing and mining products will next year 
“ furnish fifty times as much freight to the railroads as the entire 
« cotton crop of the State. What Alabama is doing in developing 
“ her industrial resources is being vigorously followed by every 
“ southern State.” 


Tue TRADE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND SOUTH 
AMERICA. 


In Bradstreet’s of the 23rd June are the following remarks on 
the subject of the trade between the United States and South 
America :— 

The total foreign trade of South America is estimated at 
700,000,000 dols. Notwithstanding its proximity to the United 
States hardly one-fifth of the total trade done is with this country. 
This inequality becomes remarkable when the showings made 
by other countries are considered. Of the total trade of the 
Argentine Republic, France takes 23 per cent., Great Britain 22, 
Belgium 14, Germany 9, and the United States 6 per cent. 
With other countries the comparison is still less favourable. 
Every important article of South American export is needed and 
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used in the United States, and probably the same may be said 
of our products in South America, The comparisons regarding 
the carrying trade are still less favourable. Of over 1,000 steamers 
arriving at the ports of Uruguay in 1883 only one carried the 
American flag. The comparison with regard to sailing vessels 
is but little better. Almost the entire trade of the United States 
with Uruguay in 1885, amounting to 6,415,698 dols., went in 
foreign bottoms. The competition is great between the various 
European nations for the trade of South American countries. 
Germany seems to be having the most success, both in displacing 
the goods of other nations, particularly England, and in opening 
up new lines of trade and expanding old ones. 


TRADE OF PARAGUAY. 


The Handels-Archiv, in an article on the trade of Paraguay, 
states that the articles which are imported with the greatest 
success into that country are sugar, coffee, furniture, glass, hats, 
clothes, drugs, and spirituous liquors. The most important 
articles of export are the yerba mate or Paraguay tea, tobacco, 
cedar planks, building wood, skins of cattle, trunks of palm trees, 
and essence of orange leaves. The last-mentioned article is at 
present that which is most in request from Paraguay. The 
German merchants have discovered that it is cheaper to import 
orange-leaf essence directly than to give three times the price for 
it in France. The manufacture increases every year, and as 
Paraguay is covered with forests full of bitter oranges, there is no 
reason why it should not continue to supply the markets of the 
world with this essence. 

Most of the tobacco is exported to Bremen and Holland. The 
cedar planks are mainly bought in the Argentine Republic, and so 
are the palm trunks. The yerba mate tea is at present exclu- 
sively sold in the Argentine and in Uruguay ; there is no reason 
why, if prepared in the Chinese manner, it should not be widely 
circulated throughout Europe also. The tendency in Paraguay 
seems to be to diminish the forests and increase the arable ground 
under cultivation. Until now, there has been no exact report 
of the commercial conditions of Paraguay; but a statistical 
bureau has now been created at Asuncion, and this promises, 
after the present season, to publish an annual report of the trade 
of Paraguay. 


Correr Ore Mines or Hainan. 


The Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial, for the 17th July 
last, states that the Chinese Peking Gazette, for 15th March, 
contained an official decree with regard to exemption from export 
duties and “lekin” in favour of the mineral products of the 
island of Hainan. 
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The “lJekin” is a tax originally of one casli per taél (+4; per 
cent.), on all sales, voluntarily imposed by the Chinese people 
on themselves in consequence of the Taiping and Nienfei troubles. 
The product of this tax is exclusively put aside for military 
purposes, and hence its common name of “the war tax.” By 
the convention of Chefoo in September 1867 the “Iekin” is not 
levied on exports in any of the treaty free ports. 


The imperial decree reads as follows :— 

“Some time ago the Viceroy of Canton made public the 
establishment of a company to work the copper mines of Hainan by 
the help of foreign mechanical inventions. Copper and malachite 
are found in great quantities in the mountains of the district of 
Ch’ang-Hua, forming the south-west correr of the island. The 
upper stratum is malachite, the lower copper. From 10 to 20 
per cent. of the best copper and malachite can be extracted ; what 
does not contain copper ore is used for the manufacture of colours. 
The Ta-yen mountains, which are the seat of production, are close 
to Li, and therefore within easy communication with the rest of 


the island, and in a healthy district. Their mineral wealth, great 


as it is, will be severely taxed by the necessary expenses of 
mining, and it is therefore indispensable to reduce as much as 
possible the expense of production: For this reason it is proposed 
that during a period of three years, computing from the com- 
mencement of the present year, all the copper and the malachite 
obtained at Ch’ang-Hua and exported through the city of Haihow, 
shall be exempt from taxes, Customs duties, ‘lekin,’ and every 
other species of charge. This exemption is at the same time 
extended to all the mineral products of the island. It is hoped 
that these measures will conduce to the welfare of the islanders, 
and to the development of their trade.” 


It is not the first time that these mines have attracted public 
attention. An attempt to work them was made about 20 years 
ago by a group of Europeans and a native of the name of Lin. 
This latter person obtained a concession from the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Canton, but the local opposition was too strong for 
him and the concession was presently withdrawn. It is said that 
the abolition of export duties in general forms a part of the 
fiscal policy which the present Viceroy of Canton has set before 
him. 


Prospects oF HunGARIAN TRADE WITH TURKEY. 


The French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 12th July 
jast publishes a letter from Salonica, in which it is stated that a 
group of merchants in Buda-Pesth have sent a representative to 
Salonica to study the commercial condition of this part of Turkey, 
and to see how it can be opened up to Hungarian trade. Since 
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the opening of the Uskup-Vranja railway, a great many com- 
mercial travellers have found their way from Austria and from 
Hungary to Salonica. 


Persian Trape witn Russta. 


The following is an extract from a letter, published by the 
French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 5th July last, 
from the French Consul at Tauris, the capital of the Persian 
province of Azerbaidjan :— 

“During the last year Azerbaidjan has exported exactly twice 
as large a quantity of goods to Russia as to the rest of Europe rid 
Turkey. There are several reasons for this important difference 
In the first place, the proximity of Russia, and consequently the 
ease of transit and the ready discovery of a good market ; in the 
second place, the immense consumption of the produce of the 
Persian soil in the neighbouring parts of Russia; and thirdly, most 
of all, the recent establishment of a fair at Baku, on the plan of 
that of Nijni-Novogorod, which attracts Persian goods more and 
more. This fair at Baku, moreover, gives the Russian merchants 
an opportunity of coming into direct contact with the Persian 
traders, and of selling Russian articles to them. It seems likely 
that the trade of Europe with Persia will be very seriously 
affected indeed by the influences which are linking that country 
commercially closer with Russia. But it is England which will 
suffer most from this new situation, for Russia makes muslins 
of better quality than those of Manchester, and when the price of 
the Russian muslins, which is rather high at present in consequence 
of their novelty, begins to fall a little, the English manufacturers 
will have no chance of co »peting with Russia.” 


SiLK IN SICILY. 


The French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 12th July 
last states that the cocoon-harvest in the neighbourhood of 
Messina, which promised this year to be exceptionally favourable, 
has unhappily been injured since the severe heats by the appear- 
ance of disease. This has been particularly the case in the 
mountainous districts. The price of cocoons immediately rose by 
10 to 15 per cent. 


Tne Port or Rosario. 


The French Moniteur Officiel du’ Commerce for 12th July 
states that the President of the Argentine Republic has announced 
the intention of the Government of that State to confide to 
private enterprise the work of completing the port of Rosario, 
the task having been found too onerous to be executed at public 
expense. 
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IMPROVEMENTS IN THE Port OF MALAGA. 


According to the French Journel Officiel for the 14th July 
last, the Spanish Government intends to entirely transform and 
reorganise the port of Malaga, which has become a very impor- 
tant centre for all kinds of trade in the Mediterranean. ‘The 
harbour is to be greatly enlarged, the existing jetties are to be 
removed and others built, and works have been proposed extending 
to an estimated cost of 12 millions of francs. 


FreNcH TRADE WITH THE TRANSVAAL. 


Attention is drawn in a letter from the French Vice-Consul in 
Pretoria, published in the Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 
12th July last, to the very slight degree in which France is repre- 
sented in the trade returns of the South African Republic. The 
only French goods which enter the Transvaal are wine, cognac, 
sardines, toys, jewellery, and some fancy articles. Even these 
goods are ordered, not direct from Paris, but through some business 
house in Holland or England. The monopoly of trade with the 
Transyaal is held by England, Holland, and Germany, and the 
Moniteur urges French merchants to allow this to be the case 


no longér. 


Coat 1x Borneo. 


The Belgian Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 30th June 
last states that the Belgian Consul-General in Batavia reports, 
in a letter dated the 12th of May, that a society is being formed 
in Batavia to work the Orange Nassau coal mines of Borneo. It 
is proposed to begin by establishing a factory of briquettes, similar 
to those existing in Belgium. This has been suggested by the 
engineer on account of the great quantity of coal-dust which 
covers the soil above the mine, out of which the briquettes could 
profitably be manufactured. 


TRADE OF ARMENIA, 


The French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce of the 12th July 
last, in an article on the trade of Armenia, points out that this 
province of Asiatic Turkey is much neglected by European 
merchants. ‘The market of Erzeroum is supplied directly from 
Constantinople with goods which are principally of English, 
German, and Swiss manufacture, only very small quantities of 
French goods entering Armenia. The Moniteur recommends 
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the French merchants to show more enterprise, and to put them- 
selves in direct communication with Erzeroum, where their 
products are not in demand simply because they are never seen. 


Exnisition OF Wueeus at Lerpzic. 

The Glusers Annalen fir Gewerb und Bauwesen states that an 
exhibition of wheels and parts of wheels will be held at Leipzig 
in the month of February 1889. Applications for admission will 
be received until the 30th of September next by Th. Weber, 
Leipzig. The locale of the exhibition is already secured. 


BELGIAN Guass Works. 


A letter from the French Vice-Consul at Charleroi, printed in 
the French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 12th July, 
states that the condition of the Belgian glass manufactories is 
growing worse and worse. There is some increase in the 
exportation of the rougher sorts of glass, especially in that of 
bottles, to France, but the prices continue to fall steadily, and 
there is even less demand for the finer kinds of cut and gilt glass. 
The exportation of this latter class of goods, which amounted to 
2,130 tons in 1885, was only 1,620 tons in 1886, and sank to 775 
tons in 1887, ‘The export trade in Belgian window glass is still 
very large. Great Britain and the United States are the principal 
consumers, China and Japan and the Argentine Republic come 
next, followed at a considerable distance by France, Italy, and 
Switzerland. The Vice-Consul reports, from the Charleroi 
district, a great improvement in the mutual attitude of masters 
and men. 


BLOCKADE OF QUISSEMBO. 


The French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 12th July 
last states that, according to a communication from the Portuguese 
Minister in Paris, the port of Quissembo, north of Ambriz, on 
the west coast of Africa, was declared to be in a state of blockade 
on and from the 12th of June 1888. 


Tue Farr oF KuHarkow. 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg of the 10th July last states that 
less business has been done this year at the Fair of Kharkow than 
last year. Only 320,000 pouds of wool were brought to the fair, 
which is about 100,000 pouds less than last year. This diminu- 
tion is attributed to the enormous mortality which existed among 
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the sheep last winter in the southern provinces of Russia on 
account of the snow. The peasants of these districts never make 
any provision for the winter, as in ordinary seasons the sheep find 
plenty of pasture on the steppes. But last winter such immense 
quantities of snow lay on the ground that the sheep died of 
starvation by thousands. 


PUBLICATION OF A QuaRTERLY TRADE REporT OF 
Mavririvs. 


The French Moniteur Officiel du Commerce for the 5th July 
last states that the French Consultative Trade Committee of 
Port Louis, in the Mauritius, has decided to publish a trade 
report every three months for distribution to all the French 
Chambers of Commerce. This “bulletin” can be obtained at 
the French Direction du Commerce, 80, Rue de Varenne, Paris. 


Works In GREECE. 


The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople for 
the 21st July last, publishes the following information on the 
subject of public works in Greece :— 

“The Greek Government is occupied with projects relating to 
the regulation of watercourses, to the draining of lakes and 
swamps, as wel! as to the irrigation of the plains of Thessaly. 
The works for regulating watercourses would cost about 25 
million drachme, but the official journals value at 46,000,000 
drachmez the benefits which would accrue to Greece from these 
works of public utility. The preliminary works are to be 
commenced shortly. 

“ As to the construction of the railway from Athens to Larissa, 
conferences have been held with a number of English capitalists, 
and the Greek Government is desirous of shortly witnessing the 
junction of this line with the Salonica railway, recently opened 
to traffic. 

“The Athenian papers announce the return to the Greek 
capital of the English engineer deputed to make an examination 
of the Athens-Larisse railway line by the group of capitalists 
who desire the concession of it. The engineer, since his return 
to Athens, has had an interview with the President of the 
Council, to whom he has communicated his full confidence in 
the success of the enterprise. 

“M. L. Rosscels, the contractor of the metre-gauge line from 
Missolonghi to Agrinion, is pushing on the works of construction 
of this line. The necessary material is already on the spot, and 
there is a full complement of workmen. Thi construction of the 
rolling stock intended for this railway has already been commenced 
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“Tt is stated that negotiations are in progress between the 
Government and a group of capitalists, demanding the concession 
of a railway with narrow gauge (0 m. 60) between Volo and 
Leuchonia. The cost per kilometre of this line would, it is 
calculated, come to 15,000 drachme, whilst the existing railways 
with a metre gauge have cost on an average 80,000 drachme per 
kilometre.” 


ForetaN CoMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED JUNE 30TH, 1888. 


From areturn, dated the 20th July last, which has been prepared 
by Mr. W. -F. Switzler, Chief of the United States Bureau of 
Statistics, it appears that a comparison of the values of the United 
States foreign trade for the year ended 30th June last with those of 
the preceding year shows an increase of 11,336,786 dollars in the 
total value of the imports and exports of merchandise. There 
was a decrease of 20,208,592 dollars in the value of exports of 
merchandise, but an increase of 31,545,378 dollars in the value 
of the imports. The value of the imports of merchandise 
exceeded that of the exports by 27,890,527 dollars, the former 
being 723,865,146 dollars, and the latter 695,974,619 dollars. 
A comparison of the domestic exports of the last fiscal year with 
those of the fiscal year 1886-87, shows that the decline was 
principally in the value of the exports of wheat, corn, refined 
sugar, and leaf tobacco, but there was an increase in the values 
of the exports of cotton, wheat flour, beef products, and animals. 
The imported articles which exhibit the largest increase in value 
during the last fiscal year are coffee, vegetables, tin (in bars, 
blocks, and pigs), wool manufactures, hemp, barley, silk and 
manufactures of, also wool and railway bars of steel. 

There was, during the fiscal year 1888, an increase of 
7,158,906 dollars in the exports of gold, and an increase of 
1,024,216 dollars in the imports, the excess of the imports over 
exports of gold amounting to 27,074,724 dollars, as against a 
similar excess of 33,209,414 dollars in 1887. The outward and 
inward movement of silver during the fiscal year 1888 was about 
the same as during the preceding fiscal year, the excess of 
exports being 13,812,430 dollars during 1888, as against an 
excess of exports of 9,036,310 dollars during 1887, 


Ture Trape or Eeypt 1887. 


The following imformation respecting the trade of Egypt in 
1887 is extracted from a report recently issued by the Egyptian 
Director-General of Customs :— 

The total value of goods imported, exported, in transit and 
re-exported during 1887, was 20,061,572 Egyptian pounds, as 
compared with 18,870,525 Egyptian pounds in 1886. Goods to 
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the valuejof 8,137,054 Egyptian pounds were imported in 1887, 
as compared with 7,848,231 Egyptian pounds in 1886. Exports 
were valued at 10,876,417 Egyptian pounds, as against 10,129,620 
Egyptian pounds, Of the imports for 1887, the United Kingdom 
contributed the largest share, 3,235,190 Egyptian pounds worth. 
Turkey comes next in order. The United Kingdom is also 
Egypt’s best customer, the value of the exports from Egypt to 
this country in 1887 reaching 6,889,065 Egyptian pounds. No 
other country reaches one million pounds, the nearest approach 
being Russia, with 932,668 Egyptian pounds. 


THe PEARL FIsHERY OF MOZAMBIQUE. 


The Belgian Consul-General at Zanzibar, in a recent report, 
makes the following reference to the pearl fishery of Mozam- 
bique :— 

te There exist on the coast reefs of pearl oysters, of which the 
most important is situated to the south of Chiloane, in the 
Bazaruto archipelago. ‘The greater portion of this reef is within 
enclosed waters, and as it has never been regularly worked, the 
pearls which would be found there ought certainly to be of very 
considerable dimensions. 

“ At Mozambique and Ibo, similar but less important reefs are 
met with. In the latter locality the negroes, who devote them- 
selves to the oyster fishery, often find black pearls of great beauty, 
but their value is absolutely destroyed in consequence of the 
method employed in extracting them from the shells. This 
method consists in placing the oyster in the fire. 

“ The working of the pearl oysters has hitherto been unfettered 
by legislation.” 


AMERICAN WARES 1N AUSTRIA, 


The United States Consul at Prague, in a report dated the 
30th May last, with reference to the requirements of the Austrian 
market, says :— 

“ Different articles sold in the Austrian market under an 
American label, and believed by the purchasers to be of genuine 
American origin, are really nothing but cheap German and 
British imitations. It may safely be said that numerous articles 
of our American hardware—mechanics’ tools, farming implements, 
and family utensils—would find a market in Austria if they could 
be introduced and brought to the notice of the public. Of such 
articles, after diligent inquiry on the demands and possibilities of 
the local market, I would particularly name the following :— 

“1. Improved shoemakers’ tools, new patterns of tailors’ shears 
and flat-irons, latest styles of fluters and plaiters. 

“2. Iron block planes, adjustable block planes with steel 
cutters, adjustable plumb and levels, sliding bevels, patent and 
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reversible countersinks, steel screwdrivers, geared breast drills, 
braces, wrenches of different patterns, screw-augers and steel 
auger-bits, boring-machines, beng borers, patent mitre-boxes, 
bolt cutters, lever chucks, hack saws, rip and cross-cut saws, 
improved sawing-machines. 

“ 3. Shingling hatchets and claw hatchete, pick mattocks and 
grub hoes, grindstone fixtures and well-wheels, hay and grain 
forks, manure forks, improved hay knives, cheap lawn-mowers. 

“4, Lock-hinge step ladders, wringers of new patterns, door 
knobs, especially the ornamental patterns, wardrobe and clothes- 
line hooks and pulleys, brackets, flush and surface chest handles 
and drop-handles, drawer pulls, side pulleys and screw pulleys, 
self-acting shade rollers, twine boxes, paper boxes. 

«5, Meat choppers, sausage stuffers, ice-cream freezers, lemon 
squeezers, flour and meal sifters, and other articles for family use. 

“ 6. Reclining and rolling chairs, barber chairs, folding chairs, 
light American buggies and cutters, belt lacing, and finally, 
different mechanical toys.” 


REVENUE RETURNS OF THE CAPE OF Goop Hopr. 


A communication, dated the 18th July, has been received from 
the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, transmitting 
comparative siatements of the revenue received in Cape Colony 
during the month and 11 months ended the 3lst May 1888 
and 1887, 

From these statements it appears that the unaudited revenue 
received during the month of May 1888 was 275,5101. 4s. 9d, 
representing a net increase of 17,7771. 14s. 2d. over the amount 
for the corresponding period in 1887. The items of most im- 
portance are those of railway and Customs receipts, which in 
May 1888 amounted to 129,942/. 19s. 8d, and 79,9697. 10s. 9d. 
respectively, 

During the 11 months July 1887 to May 1888 the unaudited 
amount of revenue received is given at 3,131,402/ 11s. 1d, 
showing a net increase of 234,263. 7s, 4d. over the corresponding 
period of the previous 12 months. 


Trarric Earnincs IN THE CAPE oF Goop Hopr. 


A communication, dated the 13th July last, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, transmitting 
a statement from which it appears that the traflic earnings on the 
Cape Government railways during the month of April 1888 
amounted to 128,904/, as compared with 115,040/. for the corre- 
sponding month of 1887. The total traffic earnings for the four 
months ended April 1888 is given at 477,951/., as against 
408,3152. for the corresponding period of the preceding year. 
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Tue KimperLey Dramonp MINE. 


The following statistics respecting the working of the Kimberley 
mine in 1887 are extracted from the report of the Inspector of 
Diamond Mines for the year 1887 :— 

Claims.—The number of claims held, as shown on the Assess- 
ment Roll for 1888, is 324°21903. 


Depth.—The greatest depth reached in underground mining is 
740 feet from the red soil. 


Diamonds—The diamonds won, as per return compiled by 
the Board for Protection of Mining Interests, amounts to 
1,333,8324 carats, of a declared value of 1,410,207/, 12s. 1d. 


Assessment.— The assessment for 1888 is 1,358,770/. 


Water—The quantity of mine water raised is stated to be 
124,600 gallons per diem, at a cost of 63d. per 100 gallons. 


Labour.—Average number of persons employed daily in and 
about the mine and on the floors, as compiled from returns, is as 
follows :—In and about the mine, 409 white men and 1,750 
coloured and Kafirs. Upon the floors and elsewhere, 331 white 
men and 785 coloured and Kafirs. 


Wages.—W ages to engine-drivers averaged, per week, 6/. 5s. ; 
to mechanics, 5/. 10s.; to overseers, 4/., and per-centage on the 
diamonds they find; to Kafirs, 12. 7s. 6d., with lodging. 


Cattle—The number of horses used averaged daily 285, 
mules 68, oxen none. 


Locomotives.-- None used. 


Accidents.—There have been 81 accidents during 1887, from 
which 121 persons suffered; of these 43 were killed on the spot 
or fatally injured. Of the 121 casualties 13 were incurred in 
connexion with operations of excavation, and 20 connected with 
the use of machinery and mechanical appliances, and 88 were 
incurred by various other causes ; 41 of the casualties occurred in 
underground operations, and 72 in open working places, and 
8 through the uses or abuses of dynamite. 


InpIAN Raitway DEVELOPMENT (BURMAn). 


A communication has been received from the India Office, 
transmitting a report from the Public Works Department of the 
Government of India, to the effect that his Excellency the 
Governor-General in Council has sanctioned the opening of a 
railway from Tonngoo to Thawati, a distance of 44 miles. 
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IX.—TEA CULTIVATION IN ASSAM. 


The following information relating to tea culture in Assam for 
the year 1887 is extracted from the last annual report of the 
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam to the Secretary 
to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Depart- 
ment ;— 

“In accordance with a suggestion made by the Commissioner 
of the Assam Valley Districts, figures have this year been furnished 
separately for each sub-division, in addition to the totals for each 
district, as in former years. Of the sub-divisions Silchar has 
most gardens (135), and produces most tea (14,000,168 lbs.). Of 
outlying sub-divisions Jorhét has 63 gardens, while South Sylhet, 
with 50 gardens, has the out-turn of 7,198,822 lbs., which is more 
than is produced by the remaining sub-divisions of Sylhet taken 
together, or by any but the four largest tea districts. 

“The returns show 875 gardens on the registers at the end of 
1887, a decrease of 10 on the number in 1886. One new garden 
was opened in South Sylhet, one in Tezpur, and one in Mangaldai. 
Thirteen gardens were removed from the registers. Amalgama- 
tions were fewer than in previous years, when much was done in 
the way of amalgamating concerns with a view to economy and 
convenience of working. The causes of removal were as follows: 
In Cachar one garden closed, in Sylhet one amalgamated, in 
Sibsagar three gardens closed and three amalgamated, in Lak- 
himpur five gardens closed. 

“ The area of land held by tea planters in the district of Cachar 
was 234,939 acres, a decrease of 23,083 acres as compared with 
the preceding year; in Sylhet, 175,138 acres, an increase of 
22,732 acres ; in Khasi and Jaintia Hills, 80 acres; in Goalpara, 
1,338 acres, an increase of one acre ; in Kamrup, 25,361 acres; in 
Darrang, 103,880 acres, an increase of 3,534; in Nowgong, 
59,702 acres, a decrease of 915; in Sibsagar, 221,912 acres, an 
increase of 19,387 acres ; in Lakhimpur, 127,821 acres, a decrease 
of 5,619; giving a total for 1887 of 950,171 acres, representing 
an increase over 1886 of 16,037 acres. 

* In Cachar the large apparent decrease is due to the substitu- 
tion of the area shown in the tea-garden register for that of 
tenures of all kinds, including grants which did not form part of 
any garden, which latter total was shown in the reports for 1883 
and Jater years. There was actually ‘an increase of 768 acres 
newly taken up. In Sylhet the increase is due to the receipt of 
more complete returns from managers, and is apparent rather than 
real. In this district, as an exception, managers’ figures of area 
are shown, as the area reported as actually under tea in 17 gardens 
is greater than that shown in the tea-garden registers, which are 
incomplete as regards land not held directly from Government. 
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“Tn Darrang the increase is due to the opening of new, and 
additions to old gardens. In Nowgong the decrease in the area 
held is explained by resumptions, resignations, and re-survey. In 
Sibsagar the Deputy Commissioner explains that the increase is 
due to figures other than those of the tea-garden registers having 
been shown for Jorhat and Golaghat last year. In Lakhimpur 
the decrease is due to relinquishments of land, re-adjustments of 
boundaries, and the closing of gardens, 

“For 822 out of the 873 gardens in the province, the managers 
or agents furnished figures, for 47, figures were estimated by the 
Deputy Commissioners, last year’s figures being taken when 
available, and for four gardens no information was forthcoming. 
The statistics are based to a greater extent on information supplied 
by tea-planters, and are, therefore, more complete than in any 
previous year. In Cachar and Sylhet the improvement is partly 
due to the later submission of the reports. In Sylhet information 
was given for 109 gardens, as against 96 in 1886. 

“The statement given below shows the figures for the last six 
years of the land actually under tea cultivation, and also the total 
area held by tea-planters:— 


Total Area 
Under Under 
Years, Mature Immatere | held 
Plants. Plants. | 
planters. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. 
1882 156,707 22,144 783,362 
1883 161,707 27,746 923,664 
1884 158,158 31,694 913,476 
1885 159,876 37,634 915,846 
1886 170,138 33,855 934,134 
1887 177,900 33,179 950,171 


“ The increase in area under mature plants (7,762 acres) occurred 
mainly in Sylhet (5,136 acres). Of this, 1,921 acres is nominal. 
Assuming the correctness of the other figures, 5,841 acres passed 
from the area of immature to that of mature cultivation. These 
were replaced by extensions amounting to 5,165 acres, leaving 
676 acres less under immature plants at the end of 1887 than in 
the previous year. 

“The total area under cultivation in 1887, both of mature and 
immature plants, was 211,079 acres, being an increase of 7,086 
acres over 1886. Of this total Cachar comprised 54,995 acres, 
a decrease of 840 acres; Sylhet, 40,082 acres, an increase of 
5,364 acres; Khasi and Jaiutia Hills, 30 acres; Goalpara, 394 
acres; Kamrup, 6,909 acres, an increase of 497; Darrang, 
19,370 acres, an increase of 875; Nowgong, 11,303 acres, an 
increase of 463; Sibsagar, 47,566 acres, an increase of 670; and 
Lakhimpur, 30,430 acres, an increase of 57. 

“ The total out-turn of tea grown in the province is reported as 
68,451,180 lbs., an increase of 6,731,502 Ibs., or 10°91 per cent. 
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on the figures for 1886, and more than double the out-turn of 
1880. The increase has been steady of late years, except in 
1884, when there was a small falling off. The Indian Tea 
Association put the actual out turn of the crop of 1887 for Assam, 
Cachar, and Sylhet at 65,005,791 lbs., nearly 34 million lb:. less 
than the district figure. According to the Tea Association’s 
figures, the province of Assam produced 74°89 per cent. of the 
whole crop of Indian tea in 1887. 

“The district of Cachar had a total yield in 1887 of 
16,556,298 lbs., a per-centage increase of 10°65 lbs. over 1886; 
Sylhet produced 12,715,763 |bs., an increase per cent. of 36°76 lbs. ; 
Khasi and Jaintia Hills, 3,000 lbs., 87°50 lbs. per cent. increase ; 
Goalpara, 94,998 Ibs., or ‘08 lb. per cent. decrease ; Kamrup, 
1,136,410 lbs, or 22°30 lbs. per cent. increase; Darrang, 
6,886,661 lbs, or 29°26 Ibs. per cent. increase; Nowgong, 
3,346,958 lbs., or 7°70 lbs. per cent. increase; Sibsagar, 
14,699,193 Ibs., or °66 lbs. per cent. increase ; and Lakhimpur, 
13,011,899 Ibs., or 2°87 lbs. per cent. decrease. 

“The yield per acre for the whole province was 385 lbs. in 
1887, as compared with 363 lbs. in 1886. 

“ The imports of tea-seed reached 102 maunds in 1887, against 
454 maunds in 1886; the exports totalled 5,655 maunds in 1887, 
as compared with 2,416 maunds in 1886,” 

The report affirms that, with improved communications, cheaper 
labour and improved methods of cultivation and manufacture, the 
cost of production tends to decrease. In illustration of this view 
the opinion of a leading planter in Cachar is quoted :— 

“It is a curious fact that, although the price of tea is now 
lower than ever known before, still most of the tea concerns did 
fairly well as regards profits over the year’s working. The 
explanation is, that the tea can now be turned out for less than 
what was possible a few years ago. The use of machinery of an 
improved character is now largely extended, with the invariable 
result that everything is done cheaper, while freight and cost of 
transport is much less. Then, coolies are growing older and more 
skilled in their work, and can do more and far better than they 
could when raw hands; while all extensions made upon gardens 
are put out with the best class of plant available, upon good soils, 
carefully chosen, and these parts, as they come into bearing, 
produce a far bigger out-turn per acre than the original parts of the 
garden.” 

In the current year, according to the estimate prepared by the 
Indian Tea Association, it is anticipated that Assam will produce 
70,975,884 lbs. out of an Indian crop of 95,829,312 lbs. 
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X.—ESTABLISHMENT OF A DEPARTMENT OF 
LABOUR IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The following is the text of the Act establishing a Department 
of Labour in the United States, which was approved on the 13th 
June, a short notice as to which was published on pp. 63-4 of the 
last number of the Board of Trade Journal :— 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, that there 
shall be at the seat of Government a Department of Labour, the 
general design and duties of which shall be to acquire and diffuse 
among the people of the United States useful information on 
subjects connected with labour, in the most general and compre- 
hensive sense of that word, and especially upon its relation to 
capital, the hours of labour, the earnings of labouring men and 
women, and the means of promoting their material, social, intellec- 
tual, and moral prosperity. 


Sec. 2. That the Department of Labour shall be under the 
charge of a Commissioner of Labour, who shall be appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate ; 
he shall hold his office for four years, unless sooner removed, and 
shall receive a salary of 5,000 dols. per annum. 


Sec. 3. That there shall be in the Department of Labour, to 
be appointed by the Commissioner of Labour, one chief clerk, at 
a salary of 2,500 dols. per annum; four clerks of class four, all 
to be statistical experts; five clerks of class three, one of whom 
may be a stenographer; six clerks of class two, one of whom 
may be a translator, and one of whom may be a stenographer ; 
eight clerks of class one; five cierks at 1,000 dols. per annum ; 
one disbursing clerk, who shall also have charge of accounts, at 
a salary of 1,800 dols. per annum ; two copyists at 900 dols. each 
per annum ; two copyists at 720 dols. each per annum ; one mes- 
senger; one assistant messenger ; one watchman ; two assistant 
watchmen ; two skilled labourers at 600 dols. each per annum ; 
two charwomen at 240 dols. each per annum; six special 
agents at 1,600 dols. each per annum; ten special agents at 
1,400 dols. each per annum; four special agents at 1,200 dols. 
each per annum, and an allowance to special agents for travelling 
expenses not to exceed three dollars per day while actually 
employed in the field and outside of the district of Columbia 
exclusive of actual transportation including sleeping-car fares ; and 
such temporary experts, assistants, and other employés as Congress 
may from time to time provide, with compensation corresponding 
to that of similar officers and employés in other departments of 
the Government. 
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Sec. 4. That during the necessary absence of the Commissioner, 
or when the office shall become vacant, the chief clerk shall 
perform the duties of commissioner. 


Sec. 5. That the disbursing clerk shall, before entering upon 
his duties, give bond to the Treasurer of the United States in the 
sum of 20,000 dols., which bond shall be conditioned that the 
said officer shall render a true and faithful account to the 
Treasurer, quarter-yearly, of all moneys and properties which shall 
be by him received by virtue of his office, with sureties to be 
approved by the Solicitor of the Treasury. Such bond shall be 
filed in the office of the First Comptroller of the Treasury, 
to be by him put in suit upon any breach of the conditions 
thereof. 


Sec. 6. That the Commissioner of Labour shall have charge in 
the building or premises occupied by or appropriated to the 
Department of Labour, of the library, furniture, fixtures, records, 
and other property pertaining to it, or hereafter acquired for use 
in its business, and he shall be allowed to expend for periodicals 
and the purposes of the library, and for the rental of appropriate 
quarters for the accommodation of the Department of Labour 
within the district of Columbia, and for all other incidental 
expenses, such sums as Congress may provide from time to time. 


See. 7. That the Commissioner of Labour, in accordance 
with the general design and duties referred to in section one of 
this Act, is specially charged to ascertain, at as early a date as 
possible, and whenever industrial changes shall make it essential, 
the cost of producing articles at the time dutiable in the United 
States, in leading countries where such articles are produced by 
fully-specified units of production, and under a classification 
showing the different clements of cost, or approximate cost, of 
such articles of production, including the wages paid in such 
industry per day, week, month, or year, or by the piece; and 
hours employed per day, and the profits of the manufacturers 
and producers of such articles; and the comparative cost of 
living, and the kind of living. “It shall be the duty of the 
** Commissioner also to ascertain and report as to the effect of 
“ the Customs laws, and the effect thereon of the state of the 
* currency in the United States on the agricultural industry, 
“ especially as to this effect on mortgage indebtedness of 
‘ farmers ;” and what articles are controlled by trusts or other 
combinations of capital, business operations, or labour, and what 
effect said trusts or other combinations of capital, business 
operations, or labour have on production and prices. He shall 
also establish a system of reports by which, at intervals of not 
less than two years, he can report the general condition, so far 
as production is concerned, of the leading industries of the 
country. The Commissioner of Labour is also specially charged 
to investigate the causes of, and facts relating to, all controversies 
and disputes between employers and employés as they may occur, 
and which may tend to interfere with the welfare of the people 
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of the different States, and report thereon to Congress. The 
Commissioner of Labour shall also obtain such information upon 
the various subjects committed to him as he may deem desirable 
from different foreign nations, and what, if any, convict-made 
goods are imported into this country, and if so from whence. 


Sec. 8. That the Commissioner of Labour shall annually 
make a report in writing to the President and Congress, of the 
information collected and collated by him, and containing such 
recommendations as he may deem calculated to promote the 
efficiency of the department. He is also authorised to make 
special reports on particular subjects whenever required to do so 
by the President or either House of Congress, or when he shall 
think the subject in his charge requires it. He shall, on or 
before the 15th day of December in each year, make a report 
in detail to Congress of all moneys expended under his direction 
during the preceding fiscal year. 

See. 9. That all laws and parts of laws relating to the Bureau 
of Labour created under the Act of Congress approved June 27th, 
1884, so far as the same are applicable and not in conflict with 
this Act, and only so far, are continued in full force and eflect, 
and the Commissioner of Labour appointed under said Act, 
approved June 27th, 1884, and all clerks an] employés in the 
Bureau of Labour authorised to be appointed by said Act or 
subsequent Acts, shall continue in office and employment as if 
appointed under the provisions of this Act, and until a Com- 
missioner of Labour, other officers, clerks, and employés are 
appointed and qualified as herein required and provided, and 
the Bureau of Labour, as now organised and existing, shall 
continue its work as the Department of Labour until the 
Department of Labour shall - organised in accordance with 
this Act ; and the library, records, and all property now in use 
by the said Bureau of Labour are hereby transferred to the 
custody of the Department of Labour hereby created, and on 
the organisation of the Department of Labour on the basis of 
this Act the functions of the Bureau of Labour shall cease. 


Sec. 10. That on the passage of this Act the Commissioner 
of Labour shall at once submit estimates for the expenses of 
the Department of Labour for the next fiscal year, giving in 
detail the number and salaries of officers and employés therein. 
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XI.—FRENCH LEGISLATION FOR REGULATING 
FEMALE AND CHILD LABOUR. 


A despatch, dated the 29th June last, has been received from 
Mr. F. Elliot, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Paris, 
enclosing a report by Mr. Crowe, describing a Bill which was 
read in the Chamber of Deputies for the first time on the 
19th June, altering the law under which women and children are 
allowed to work in France. The following is a copy of Mr. Crowe’s 
report :— 

Ke A Bill presented by private members, and unopposed by the 
Government, was read a first time in the Chamber of Deputies on 
the 19thof June. It is framed for the purpose of altering the 
law under which women and children are allowed to work in 
factories and other establishments ; it gives a new sanction to the 
law, which, as it now stands, forbids women under 21 years of 
age to work in manufactories and shops at night; and it finall 
enacts that no children under 12 years old can be put to labour of 
any kind by day or by night. 

“The statute of 1874 allowed children of both sexes, under 
certain restraints, to work for six hours out of every 24 in 
specified trades between the ages of 10 and 12. The Bill of 1888 
suppresses these half-times. 

“The statute of 1874 allowed children of both sexes between 
the ages of 12 and 16 to work 12 hours in mills and factories, 
The new Bill only allows children of 12 to work if they have 
a certificate of study. Children of 13 are free from this restraint, 
But up to the age of 16, children claiming permission to work 
must hold certificates of physical aptitude, without which they are 
put back. But the new Bill, also, whilst enacting these changes, 
also limits the time during which children of 12 to 16 may work 
to 10 hours a day. It goes further, indeed. Under existing 
regulations girls of 16 to 21 may work 12 hours. In future, these 
hours are reduced to 10 for girls under 18; and between 18 and 
21 girls are assimilated to women of full age and restricted to 
11 hours’ time per diem, 

“An attempt was made to extend the scope of the Bill, first 
by excluding women of full age from its provisions, next, by 
including adult males in it, and by limiting the time for these to 
11, 9, and8 hours a day. But the amendments under which these 
changes would have been carried out were all negatived in succession, 
and the old system of 12 hours’ time for workmen has, for the 
present, been maintained. 

“The first clause of the Bill determines the places in which the 
work of women and children is to be subject to new limitations. 
It distinguishes and includes for this purpose all mills, manufac- 
tories mines and quarries, yards, workshops, shops, and their 
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dependencies, private, public, or religious, even though they 
should be establishments founded for professional, education, or 
charitable purposes. 

“The question whether the word ‘ women ’ should stand part of 
this clause gave rise to much debate. Mr Lyonnais objected, 
saying that there w ere at that moment 6,000 French women who 
worked from eight in the morning till midnight in shops. And 
comparing the wages of women working at home with those of 
women working in shops he also affirmed that the difference in 
favour of the latter was in a great measure neutralised by extra 
expenditure. 

“The average wages for sewing at home were described as 
oscillating between 0°90 and 1 fr. 20 per diem, being in Paris :— 

Fr, cts. Frets. Fr. ets. 


For making up clothes - - 0-90 to 1°50 to 1°75 
For slops - - - 0°50 to 1°25 to 1°40 
Shirts - - - 0°80 
Millinery - 2-00 


** In warehouses the average wage was 2 fr. 85 cts., a great part 
of which was, however, swallowed up by the cost of food, loco- 
motion, and wear and tear of articles of dress. Would it be wise, 
Mr. Lyonnais asked, to maintain a system which only yielded a 
minimum profit in cash at the expense of women’s loss of health 
and the certain breach of family ties? The population of Paris 
comprised not less, Mr. Lyonnais said, than 120,000 workwomen, 
who spent their lives in factories, warehouses, and shops; and it 
was necessary to limit the hours in these establishments by 
stringent regulations. Mr. Brilon, in support, said that the effect. 
of the law as it now stood was to enable women to earn an 
-additional sixpence of wages by preventing men from earning a 
shilling which would surely be theirs if female labour were more 
carefully limited. 

“The arguments of several economists in favour of entire 
liberty were supplemented by Mr. Andrieux, in a request to be 
informed whether women would be compensated for the loss 
which they must needs incur if the 11 hours Bill was passed. 
He also urged that there were mills in the provinces which were 
now employed at night; and the prohibition which the Bill 
enacted would stop these mills altogether. 

“‘Mr, Lavergne corroborated Mr. Andrieux’s statement describ- 
ing the spinneries of the south of France, where wowen during the 
night shifts carded the woel which was afterwards worked up by 
spinners on the following day. The Chamber decided that the 
word ‘ women’ should remain a part of the clause. 

“The second clause enacted that children of 12 with certificates 
of study, and children of 13 without them, whether French born 
or not, shall be allowed to work, subject to the presentation of a 
certificate of physical aptitude which is to be required of all 
children under 16 years of age. Upon Clause III. which declares 
that children of both sexes up to the age of 18 cannot be employed 
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at effective work more than 10 hours a day, and that women of 
18 to 21, as well as women of full age, are not to work more than 
11 hours, there were several amendments, chiefly for the purpose 
of applying the limitation of 10 hours to adult men and women as 
well as to children under full age. Mr. Basly went so far as to 
propose a nine hours bill. But Mr. Passy contended that the 
result. of any limitation would be a decrease of out-turn and a 
simultaneous decrease of wages, to which Mr. Camélinat remarked 
that his experience as a working man in Engiand had shown him 
that shorter time meant higher wages and not lower. Mr. Jongley, 
a spinner, described the limitation of time for men at 12 hours, 
for women at 11, and for girls under 18 at 10 hours, as a dis- 
organisation of labour. He spoke of the preparatory processes in 
cotton and woollen spinueries as being carried on chiefly by girls 
under 18. Moreover wool and cotton spinning were done by series 
of machines worked by hands of the three classes continuously. If 
these three classes were put under different conditions as to time, 
no continuity of labour would be attainable, because it could not be 
conceived that a supplementary two hours shift would be effectively 
fitted in to bring the work of the 10 hour hands up to that of 
those working 12 hours. 

“The output in French spinneries would thus be reduced 
by a fifth, and the protection of yarns in the tariff be reduced by 
half. 

“'The clause was carried in spite of these arguments. 

“The next clause was that which led to most strenuous opposition. 
lt proposed that children under 18, girls of 18 to 21, and women 
of any age, should be forbidden to work at night from 9 p.m. to 
5 am. under all circumstances except these, viz.:—During three 
years from the date of the law, faculty would be granted to certain 
trades to prolong work for women and girls above 18 till 11 at 
night at certain periods of the year not exceeding 60 days per 
annum. The same allowance would be made at the request of 
owners of warehouses for a period of 80 days ina year. All this 
irrespective of cases arising out of unforeseen accidents. 

“Mr. Regaud urged that spinneries and embroidery mills would 
be ruined by this clause, because the night wages for women, 
which might be put at 2 fr. 50 cts, would require to be replaced 
by wages of men at 5 fr., and these establishments would perish 
under foreign competition. Mr. Waddii.zton replied that the 
number of women employed in France at night was small, and 
that manufacturers would easily make up for the curtailment of 
female night work by enlarging their machinery ; and he laid 
great stress on the fact that the majority of French Chambers of 
Commerce and Conseils de Prudhommes had declared against 
female night work, which indeed had been abolished in England 
and almost all continental countries, including Germany. The 
Chamber refused to alter the law of 1874 which allows women to 
work at night, and it struck the words ‘women of any age’ out of 
the clause, which only declares in consequence that night work 1s 
forbidden to all women under 21 years of age. 
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“ The legal obligation of keeping Sunday as a day of rest once 
imposed by law and custom in France was in terms abolished by 
a law of July 14,1880. Clause V. of the present Bill re-establishes 
the obligation so far as it enacts that children under 18 and women 
of any age cannot be employed in the establishments enumerated 
in Clause I. for more than six days in any week, the day of rest 
being Sunday or any day of the week, but regularly kept and 
advertised in the workshop. 

“Exceptions are allowed under Clause VI. for a period of three 
years after the promulgation of the law in sugar mills and glass- 
blowing shops and mills with continuous fires, when boys may for 
a time be employed during every day of the week or for indispen- 
sable work at night. 

“Similar exceptions are made by Clause VII. in the case of 
children under 18 and women of any age who may work on the 
day of rest in certain trades and professions or in sale warehouses 
hereafter to be determined by administrative regulations. Clause 
VIII. forbids children under 16 from being employed as actors or 
Jigurants in shows at theatres, circuses, and concert coffee houses, 
or at fairs. But exceptions are to be allowed in favour of certain 
pieces specially authorised in this respect by the Minister of 
Public Instruction for Paris or the préfet in the provinces. 

‘The old provisions of law prohibiting the employment of girls 
and women in mines and quarries are confirmed by Clause X. 
But as to boys it is enacted that the special conditions under 
which children of 12 to 16 years old may be employed in sub- 
terranean works shall be laid down by administrative rules and in 
mines specially designated by administration regulations as coming 
within the scope of the law as to night work. Children may be 
allowed to work underground in the hours of 4 a.m. to the mid- 
night following, provided such children are not made to labour 
more than eight hours or stay in the mine more than 10 hours 
in every 24, and provided they have 14 hours of full rest over- 
ground. 

“The remaining clauses have reference to the obligation of 
children of both sexes to be furnished with pass books and the 
mode of keeping these books, the obligation of masters and manu- 
facturers to have regulations duly advertised in places of work, 
the obligation of the authorities to draw up rules for determining 
what sort of work is to be considered dangerous or beyond the 
strength or injurious to the morals of women, girls, and children, 
and forbidding them inconsequence. A special paragraph forbids 
the employment of any person under this law in unhealthy or 
dangerous establishments, or where dangerous emanations are to 
be expected, except under special conditions to be hereafter 
determined by regulations. Rules are to be laid down for 
cleanliness and ventilation. Accidents are to be reported by 
masters, who are bound also to keep order and preserve good 
habits and decency. 

* An entire section is devoted to the question of inspection and 
police, the mode of appointing inspectors, and the rules for taking 
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cognizance of the commission of offences against the law. 
Another entire section lays down the conditions under which a 
superior commission of nine unpaid members is to be founded 
under the name of commission supérieure du travail, to supervise 
the application of the law, give advice as to rules and regulations, 
establish the mode of selection of inspectors, and report to the 
President of the Republic annually. 

“Under this commission there shall be a sub-commission in 
every department with various powers, &ec., &e. 

“The last section is entirely devoted to penalties, and a final 
clause declares that the law shall not be applied till six months 
after its promulgation. 

“It is of course impossible to say when the law, as framed in 
the first reading, will pass the Chamber, but it is on the order 
book fora second reading. It will then undergo the ordeal of 
debate in the Senate, so that under all circumstances time must 
elapse before legislation on the subject can be enforced.” 
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XII.—BRAZIL AS A FIELD FOR EMIGRATION. 


The Belgian Minister at Rio de Janeiro, in a recent report to 
his Government, makes the following remarks on the subject of 
Brazil as a field for emigration :-— 

“It is into the province of St. Paul that the immigration of 
Europeans should be encouraged. For three years a daily 
increasing number of foreign labourers, mostly Italians, has been 
pouring into this province. 

« St. Paul, which is situated to the south of the Empire, and 
bordered by the provinces of Rio, of Minas-Geroes, of Matto- 
Grosso, and of Parana, has an area of 312,283 square kilometres. 
Its population is computed at 1,400,000 only, the latter 
including nearly 200,000 foreigners, mostly Italians, when, in 
proportion to the countries of Europe, it could easily support 
more than 30 millions. In the north-west region, vast territories 
occupied by the Indians are not yet explored. 

“The climate is generally very healthy. The thermometer 
averages 19° Centigrade. The temperature is higher on the 
littoral, where, in the summer season, it rises to 25° and 30°, and 
even higher. The sanitary conditions are therefore not quite so 
favourable. Yellow fever sometimes makes its appearance, but in 
the endemic state. This malady has considerably abated in 
Brazil, where it no longer exists except in a few seaports. 

“ The Brazilian yellow fever, of which people make a bugbear in 
Europe, is less to be feared than the cholera or typhus epidemics. 
It is limited to within a few zones of the coast, and never shows 
itself at a greater distance than 15 leagues from the sea. Most 
of the cases are due, moreover, to the imprudence of the victims, 
who neglect the precautions recommended to ward off its attacks. 

“ After the passage of the Serro do Mar, at an altitude of 
850 metres above the level of the sea, the climate of the province 
of St. Paul may be cited as one of the best in the world, equal 
and even superior to that of central France. The soil is of 
astonishing fertility, and in the temperate zone produces in 
surprising abundance most European products. By reason of the 
immense extent of its territory, no country offers a vaster field of 
activity for the labour of man. The numerous streams contain a 
motive power which only requires to be utilised to the profit of 
industry. The climatic and other conditions render its soil 
suitable for every description of cultivation. 

“ The capital of the province is the town of St. Paul (San Paulo), 
situated in 33°33 degrees south latitude and 49 degrees west longitude. 
Its population numbers 50,000, of whom 22,000 are foreigners : 
12,000 Italians, 6,000 Portuguese, 2,000 Germans, the remainder 
of yarious other nationalities, French, Spaniards, Belgians, the 
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latter to the proportion of one-fiftieth. It is the central point of 
the principal railways, and the seat of the presidency of the 
province and of the episcopate, possesses the first university of 
the Empire, with 1,000 students, a large seminary, a tribunal, an 
agency of the public Treasury, manufactories of cotton tissues, 
ice, spirits, chemical matches, and gloves, a foundry, and even a 
Belgian bakery. 

“ The province contains other important towns, such as Santos, 
Campinas, Jundiahy, Sorocaba, 

“The principal language is the Portuguese, but the Italian is 
also much spoken, as well as the French and Spanish. 

“The Roman Catholic is the State religion of Brazil, but there 
is complete religious liberty. 

“ There are numerous ways of communication in the province of 
St. Paul. 

“The principal railway lines, with an extent of over 2,006 kilo- 
metres, are the following :— 

“ English, 139 kilometres. St. Paul and Rio de Janeiro, 231 
kilometres. Paulista, 242 kilometres. Sorocabana, 200 kilo- 
metres. Ituana, 162 kilometres. Dragantina, 52 kilometres. 
Mogyana, 638 kilometres. Rioclaro and Araraquara, 266 kilo- 
metres. St. José do Rio Pardo, 72 kilometres. St. Mauvel, 
28 kilometres. Total 2,030 kilometres. 

“Tn the town of St. Paul there is a society, having at its head 
M. Martinico de Silva Prado, and disposing of a capital of 
500 contos of reis (46,200/.) for the transport of European 
emigrants to the province. 

“ This society gives a free passage, from any European port to 
Santos as a destination, to every family of emigrants engaging to 
establish itself in the prevince of St. Paul, whether for agricultural 
purposes or not. 

“ The port of Santos is the place where the emigrants land. 
They are conveyed, free of cost, to St. Paul by the railway which 
ascends the Serro do Mar. The train deposits the emigrants at an 
immense hotel established for the service of emigration. This 
place, where an admirable organisation exists, can hold more than 
1,000 persons. New-comers are lodged there free of cost for 
eight days whilst waiting offers of engagement, which are seldom 
wanting. It is rarely that, within three days, all the families of 
emigrants are not established, for after their arrival offers are 
made to them on all sides by the numerous owners requiring 
workmen. Hiring contracts no longer exist. There is a simple 
verbal engagement, the cancelling of which on one side or the 
other is optional at all times. Emigrants have the choice between 
colonies created by the Government and private undertakings. 

“ At tirst they can, if they have the means, purchase a house 
and 25 acres of land for the sum of 50/. ready money, or for 60/. 
with four yers’ credit. They can cultivate the usual crops, and 
also work on account of the Government for a few hours during 
the day at the wages of 1,000 reis (about 2s.) per day. But there 
is no obligation to do xo. 
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“The three large colonial centres under the direction of the 
Provincial Government are those of Cannas, Cascalho, and 
Ribeiraé Preto. 

“Other colonies, not; so large, but equally good, exist at 
Gloria, at St. Bernardo, at St. Caetano, at St. Anna, and at 
Lorena ; these are divided into lots, of which several are now 
vacant. 

“Whatever may be the advantages offered by large colonial 
centres, it is desirable that, at the beginning of his settlement in 
Brazil, the emigrant should offer his services to a land proprietor, 
whether he does or does not possess the funds sutlicient for the 
acquisition of pieces of ground. The reason for this is as 
follows :—Newly landed in an unknown country he has to acquire 
an education. He must acclimatise himself, must learn the 
language commonly spoken, make himself acquainted with 
numerous details respecting the various methods of cultivation, 
which differ from those in Europe, and finally must not exhaust 
in experiments the money which he will require later. 

* Employed in large private plantations, he immediately carns a 
wage which allows him to provide for the means of existence for 
himself and family. He acquires the knowledge which he lacked, 
and can, without hurrying, seek the situation best suited to him, 
for he can leave at a day’s notice the farm where he is provisionally 
engaged. 

“Tn the fazendas a family consisting of several persons, husband, 
wife, and children above 10 years, that is to say fit for work, 
earns sufficient to pay for maintenance and food, and effect 
savings. In these fazendas a substantial dwelling-house is granted 
gratuitously to the settler, which he can manage as he likes, 
together with about one acre of land, where he cultivates vegetables 
and cereals. Additional land may be obtained at an annual 
rental of 7°50 frances per 4,000 square metres (about 6s. per acre). 

“A healthy and active man can easily cultivate 4,000 feet of 
coffee, the woman 2,000, in addition to attending to her house- 
hold duties, The elderly people and children furnish an amount 
of work in proportion to their age and their powers. Thus there 
can be seen in the fazendas families of Italians, consisting of 
15, 18, and even 22 persons, the grandparents, husbands, wives, 
children all working together happily and contentedly. 

“The months of May, June, July, August, and September, 
harvest-time, require the settler to work every day in the coffee 
plantations. The remainder of the year leaves him sufficient 
leisure to look after his own crops, which largely provide his 
food, and from which he can also reap considerable profits. 

“The average of the day’s work does not exceed eight hours. 
The settler has the option of choosing the hours of the day best 
suited to him for the work he wishes to do. Each family has its 
house separate, can have a yard and keep pigs, goats, and cows 
when means are forthcoming to purchase them. 

“To the emigrant without resources, the planter or fazendeiro 
supplies during the first year the things necessary for his subsis- 
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tence, haricot beans, manioc flour, rice, lard, meat, salt, and sugar, 
and even tobacco and spirits, But this is only an advance, which 
must be repaid out of future gains. It rarely happens that the 
settler has not grown at the expiration of a year the wherewithal 
to keep himself. 

“The following statement shows the average earnings of 
emigrants, established on the basis of last year’s returns :— 

Husband and wife, old, 1,000 franes (40/.). 
young, 1,300 francs (52/.). 
Two robust single men, 1,500 franes (60/.). 
A man and three children, 1,600 francs (64/.). 
Husband, wife, and child, 1,600 franes (644). 
Four labourers, of whom two women, 2,000 francs (801). 
Five three ,, 2,800 franes (1122). 
Three men, 2,540 francs (1017. 12s.). 

“ An economical family can easily maintain itself at a cost less 
than the wages it receives. 

“Tf the emigrant possessing a little capital wishes to settle on 
his own account, he has plenty of suitable lands to choose from. 
It is difficult to fix exactly the prices of these lands. The margin 
is very great. The minimum is 12°50 francs per 2 hectares 
42 ares (ls. 8d, per acre), and rises progressively to 1,000 
(61. 18s. 4d.) and 1,500 franes (10/.) and above, the value of the 
lands varying according to their situation and the kind of cultiva- 
tion it is proposed to carry on. 

“ The foregoing information especially relates to immigration 
for agricultural industry. If in the interior, in the country, the 
agricultural labourers are sought after to such a degree that in 
a few days 30,000 emigrants, consisting of families, can easily 
find work ; others will also find employment in the towns, where 
there is almost always a demand for good cooks, domestic 
servants, and artisans. 

“ The liberal professions, orthose of the scientific, commercial, or 
artistic order, are not referred to. For these the conditions are 
more exacting, the chances of success without guarantee, the com- 
petition by the native element being very keen. They concern an 
entirely different order of things. It is a question here only of 
the emigrant properly so-called. 

“The wages offered in the towns are high compared with those 
in European or American countries, including the Argentine 
Republic. 

‘** The following statement gives some idea of these. In the 
province of St. Paul a day-labourer is paid from 75 francs (3/.) 
to 100 francs (4/.) per month, with board and lodging. 

Kitchen-gardener, from 100 frs. (4/.) to 150 frs. (67.), with board 
and lodging. 

Gardener, from 125 frs. (51.) to 200 frs. (8/.), with board and 
lodging. 

Baker, from 125 frs, (52) to 250 frs. (102), with board and 
lodging. 
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Cabman, from 100 frs. (4/.) to 150 frs. (6/.), with board and 
lodging. 

Cook (man or female), from 100 frs. (4/.) to 150 frs. (62), with 
board and lodging. 

Domestic servant, from 75 frs, (3/.) to 125 frs. (5/.), with board 
and lodging, 

Servant, from 65 frs. (2/ 12s.) to 100 frs. (42), with board and 
lodging. 

Nurse, from 100 frs. (42) to 125 frs. (572.), with board and 
lodging. 

Seamstress, from 75 frs. (3/.) to 100 frs. (4/.), with board and 
lodging. 

Carpenter, from 7°50 frs. (6s.) to 12°50 frs. (10s.) per day, 
without food or lodging. 

Shoemaker, same as carpenter. 

Mason, from 6°25 frs. (5s.) to 12°50 frs. (10s.) per day, without 
board or lodging. 

Stone-mason, from 10:00 frs. (8s.) to 15°00 frs, (12s.), without 
board or lodging. 

Smith, from 5:00 frs. (4s.) to 15°00 frs. (12s.), without board or 
lodging. 

Saddler and harness-maker, 7°50 frs. (6s.) to 1000 frs. (8s.), 
without board or lodging. 

Machinist, from 1,250 frs. (502) to 3,000 frs. (1202) per annum, 
The difference in wage is fixed according to merit. 

“ The price of articles of food varies, but not to a very great 
extent, according to the situation and the abundance of crops. 

“‘ The average price of some of these articles may be approxi- 
mately stated as follows :— 

Sugar, 0°82 fr. per kilogramme (34d. per Ib.). 

Lard, 1°18 frs. per kilog. (53d. per Ib.). 

Coffee, 0°66 fr. per kilog. (3d. per Ib.). 

Rice, 0:25 fr. per litre (1d. per pint). 

Potatoes, 0°25 fr. per litre (14d. per pint). 

Manioc flour, 0°12 fr. per litre (?d. per pint). 

Millet flour, 0°16 fr. per litre (1d. per pint). 

Maize flour, 0°10 fr. per litre (4d. per pint). 

Haricots, 0°25 fr. per litre (14d. per pint). 

Tobacco, 2°50 firs. per kilog. (11d. per Ib.). 

Meat, 1°25 frs. per kilog. (5d. per Ib.). 

Charcoal, 25°00 frs. per 100 kilos. (10s. 2d, per cwt.). 

Duck, 1°25 frs. (1s.) each. 

Fowl, 1°25 frs. (1s.) each. 

Sucking pig, 7°50 frs. (6s.) each. 

Goat, 7°50 frs. (6s) each. 

Sheep, 10-00 frs. (8s.) each. 
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XITL—FLAX INDUSTRY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The following information respecting the flax industry of the 
United States is extracted from Bradstreet’s for the 30th June 
last :— 

“ Flax is raised sometimes for fibre and sometimes for seed. As 

a rule the two objects do not and cannot go together because of 
the peculiarities of the plant. In the United States the raising 
of seed is of vastly more importance than the production of fibre. 
Whether the farmer who raises flax shall cultivate it for seed or 
for fibre is determined, of course, by his expectation of comparative 
profit. The seed crop has been found the more profitable for 
several reasons. These are summed up briefly in a monograph 
recently published by Edmund A. Whitman and J. R. Leeson, of 
Boston, in the statement that under the existing conditions of 
climate, labour-cost, demand, &c., ‘the farmer cannot produce 
‘ suitable fibre without very much more trouble and labour than 
‘ he is willing to give in the present state of agriculture. That 
is to say, he can do something else to better advantage. 

“ The raising of flax has been given up almost wholly east of the 
Mississippi river. In 1879, as appears from the census of the 
following year, Illinois led in the output of seed with an aggregate 
of 1,812,438 bushels. Eight years later, according to a special 
investigation made by the Department of Agriculture, the product 
had dropped to 94,247 bushels. The Indiana crop in like manner 
fell off during the same time from 1,419,172 bushels to 113,534 
bushels. There was a similar decline in Ohio and Wisconsin. 
In Iowa, on the other hand, flax cultyre increased somewhat. 
In Minnesota the product rose from 98,689 bushels of seed to 
1,246,442 bushels, and in Dakota there was a jump from 
26,757 bushels to 3,237,599 bushels. The following table gives 
the aggregate by States for the two years under comparison :— 


PRODUCTION OF SEED. 


1879. 1887. 
Bushels. Bushels. 
Illinois - - - 1,812,438 94,247 
Indiana - - - 1,419,172 113,534 
Ohio - - - 593,217 118,643 
Wisconsin « 547,104 65,652 
Iowa - - | 1,511,131 1,888,914 
Kansas - - - 513,616 1,068,321 
Missouri - - 379,535 360,558 
Minnesota - - 98,689 1,246,442 
Nebraska - - 77,805 665,233 
Dakota - - - - 26,757 8,237,597 
All other ‘ . 191,487 142,258 
Totals - | 7,170,951 | 9,001,399 
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“The farmers of the United States, however, supply by no 
means all the seed that is required for consumption. Imports are 
heavy year after year, and often very heavy, as, for example, in 
1884, when 2,849,226 bushels of flax-seed were brought from 
abroad, as compared with the above total of 9,001,399 bushels 
raised at home in 1887. Over 90 per cent. of the foreign 
flax-seed comes from the British East Indies. The next table 
shows the quantity and value of imports for a series of years :— 


IMPORTS OF SEED. 


Bushels. Value. 


| 
| 
Dollars. 
- | 1,290,615 | 1,883,333 
| 1879 - =, 1,009,261 1,613,001 
- | 1,464,195 2,261,049 
1881 - - 908,191 1,250,580 
| 1888 - - -| 687,729 677,040 
1884 - | 2,849,226 | 3,079,848 
| 1885 - . - - | 2,548,864 | 2,817,715 
| 1886 - - | 1,084,576 1,099,477 
1887 - 415,179 418,202 


“The. Department of Agriculture explains the migratory 
character of the flax-raising industry as follows:—For new land 
brought under the plough for the first time flax is almost 
unequalled as a crop for subduing the natural wildness of the soil. 
The centre of productien follows westward the frontier line of 
farming lands. Under present conditions it is not a paying crop, 
except on the fertile, virgin soils of portions of the States and 
territories beyond the Mississippi. The main cause is undoubtedly 
the fact that there is no general demand for anything except the 
seed, the straw and the fibre going almost entirely to waste. In 
a few localities in the more eastern States the fibre is used in 
rough bagging and rope making, and there are a number of 
establishments where it is converted into tow for upholstering. 
It is also fed to cattle to some extent, but, as a general rule, the 
straw is barned where it is cut. It is stated that in Ohio, ‘ some 
‘ years ago, there were several flax and oii mills where the seed 
‘and straw both found ready sale. These mills ceased to be 
‘ financial successes, hence were closed. Flax is considered there 
‘ much less profitable than the hay crop. In 1879 the four 
States east of the Mississippi that are named above produced 
63 per cent. of the tutal crop of seed, and in 1887 little more 
’ than 4 per cent. Even in Iowa and Wisconsin flax is going out 
of favour. Except on new lands it is considered very hard on the 
soil, 

“ That the production of tlax for fibre is of no great importance 
may be gathered from a glance at the last three census returns. 
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In 1860 the United States produced 4,720,145 pounds of flax, in 
1870, 27,133,034 pounds, and in 1880, only 1,565,546 pounds, or 
less than one-third as much as 20 years before. Further striking 
evidence of the same fact is furnished by the census statement of 
the output of flax straw in 1880 in comparison with the amount 
of flax produced. While the country raised in the census year 
842,056,000 pounds of straw, only 1,565,546 pounds of flax was 
wrought therefrom. New York stood at the head of the list of 
States in the amount of flax produced with a total of 843,965 
pounds, but the same State raised 52,996,000 pounds of straw. 
Illinois came next in flax output with 167,807 pounds, but at the 
same time grew 125,458,000 pounds of flax straw. Washington 
and Rensselaer counties yielded two-thirds of the New York 
product, and yet the former raised in 1880 little over one-quarter 
as much and the latter less than half as much as in 1870. More- 
over, while the domestic production of flax is almost insignificant, 
foreign flax is imported regularly and necessarily on account of 
its quality. The imports in 1886 amounted to upwards of 
11,000,000 pounds, and in 1887 to upwards of 14,000,000 pounds. 
The statement below shows the production of flax in 1860, 1870, 
and 1880 (census years), and of flax straw in 1880 for the States 
which led in the flax output in the last-named year. 


PRODUCTION OF FLAX AND FLAX STRAW. 


Flax. Straw. 
| 1860. 1870. 1880, 1880. 
| Vounds. Pounds. Pounds. Pounds. 

New York 940,577 | 3,670,818 843,965 | 52,996,000 
Illinois’ - - | 48,235 2,204,606 167,807 125,458,000 
Ohio -| 882,428 | 17,880,624 123,367 | 75,650,000 
lowa - 30,226 695,518 81,354 | 90,780,000 
Virginia . - 487,088 130,750 66,264 | 32,860,000 
All other States - - | 2,881,596 | 2,550,718 282,789 | 464,312,000 
Totals -| 4,720,145 | 27,183,634 1,565,546 | 842,056,000 


“ With the exception of crash and thread, linen manufacturing 
has never been either extensive or profitable in this country. It 
is hardly too much to say, indeed, that there is not one fine linen 
mill in the United States. The American Linen Company of 
Fall River was fully equipped for spinning and weaving fine yarns, 
but after a great outlay of money and labour had to be converted 
into a cotton mill, A Congressional Committee reported in 1864 
that this was ‘in consequence of an insufficient home supply of 
* raw material, the mill being precluded from using foreign stock 
‘ by a practically interdictive duty.’ In 1882 the Flax and 
Hemp Spinners’ and Growers’ Association, in their memorial to 
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the Tariff Commission, declared that ‘several millions of dollars 
* have been expended by more than fifty flax-spinning mills in 
* an effort to manufacture linen goods in the United States; but 
* although capital was not lacking, the American Linen Com- 
‘ pany, of Fall River, Mass., the Willimantic Linen Company, 
‘ the United Siates Linen Company, the Sprague Linen Com- 
‘ pany, and many others, had to abandon the business, so that 
‘ the present manufacturing establishments number about one 
‘ dozen. It is probable that the want of such favourable con- 
ditions of soil, climate, and water as are found on the continent 
of Europe explain in part the relative inferiority of the domestic 
product.” 


XIV.—FOREIGN TRADE OF CIIINA FOR THE 
YEAR 1887. 


The following information respecting the foreign trade of China 
is extracted from a report by Mr. E. McKean, Statistical Secretary 
at Shanghai, which was published in the Returns of Trade at the 
Treaty Ports for the Year 1887, recently issued by the Inspector- 
General of Chinese Customs :— 

“ The first important fact connected with the Foreign Customs 
in 1887 was what I may call a final act in the direct fulfilment of 
the Chefoo Convention of 1876, namely, the introduction, on the 
Ist February, of the system of collecting the duty and likin on 
opium simultaneously, and the right conferred on opium of 
entering bond. 

“Following this new mode of dealing with opium, and as a 
result of arrangements, the origin of which can also be traced 
back to the stipulations of the Chefoo Convention, two new 
offices of the Foreign Customs were opened on the 2nd April at 
Kowloon and Lappa, to haye supervision over the revenue 
accruing to China out of the commerce carried on in junks 
between Hongkong and Macao respectively and the mainland of 
China. The Custom houses which had hitherto supervised this 
junk trade both with treaty and non-treaty ports had formed 
part of the Native Customs administration of the Kwangtung 
province. While these two new offices were opened on the 
2nd April, they did not take over the entire supervision of this 
branch of revenue until the 1st July. 

“ Associated with the establishment of the office of Customs 
at Kowloon, and as part of the international arrangement under 
which it was established, there came into force in Hongkong, on 
the Ist June, a new ordinance, placing the opium trade within 
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the colony under special regulations. These regulations contained 
a simple and yet most efficient rule, prohibiting the unauthorised 
possession of raw opium in smaller quantities than whole chests, 
and at the same time they safeguarded the retailers’ interests and 
enabled them to carry on their legitimate retail business as before, 
subject to certain guaranteed conditions of recording and 
accounting for raw opium taken over to be repacked into small- 
sized packages. The operation of this law has been wholesome, 
inasmuch as by it a certain class of men who thrived by breaking 
the law of China has been deprived ofa base of operations. Having 
no means within the colony of Hongkong of repacking chests of 
opium into quantities suitable for light packs, or of getting raw 
opium practicaily into possession at all for any improper ultimate 
use, these operators had no option but to give up that business of 
opium-smuggling. <A like law with like results was enacted in 
Macao. 

“ As a consequence of the disclosure of the fact of opium being 
about to be placed under the new regulation of the simultaneous 
collection of duty and likin, large quantities of opium were 
imported into China in the end of January, in the hope that it 
might pass into consumption without paying the heavier rate 
of likin to be enforced after January. The net importation 
of the whole year was 73,877 piculs; out of this quantity, 
on what arrived subsequently to January, there was collected 
likin amounting to Hi, Tle. 4,530,000 (some likin collected 
on ante-February opium which came forward to pay likin not 
being included), which represents the collection on 56,600 
piculs, or 17,100 piculs less tian the net importation. ‘his 
quantity—17,i00 piculs, or about 22 per cent. of the year’s 
trade—is therefore tie January importation. The 73,877 piculs 
exceed the 1886 figures (67,801 piculs) by 6,000 piculs, and it is 
only right to explain that the increase is most probably due 
solely to the placing of the Hongkong and Macao junk trade 
under the Foreign Customs supervision. These two offices 
collected duty and likin on 2,500 piculs of opium during 1887, 
and, furthermore, the fact of their tariff being the same as that 
at the treaty ports of Canton, Kiungchow, and Pakhoi, caused 
opium to be shipped in steamers as the better mode of conveyance 
to those ports, whereas in former years, owing to the fact of opium 
in junks being placed under a lower tariff, steamers to Canton 
carried but little opium, and a great deal went to the other two 
ports in junks. 

“ It has to be borne in mind in comparing the statistics of 1887 
with previous years’ fizures, that allowance must be made for the 
direct trade statistics of the Kowloon and Lappa offices, em- 
bodied for the first time in the statistics of 1887. The statistics 
of these two offices modify the figures of the 19 treaty ports very 
considerably in some articles. 

“ The average rate of exchange on London during 1887 was 
the lowest average of any year on record. The Shanghai tael 
being taken as a basis of calculation, the average value of the 
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Haikwan tael during 1887 was 4s. 10}d., against these average 
values of preceding years, 5s, Od. in 1886, 5s. 34d. in 1885, 
5s. 7d. in 1884, 5s. 74d. in 1883, and 5s. 84d. in 1882. 

“Of the total tonnage of vessels engaged in the carrying trade 
of China which entered and cleared, namely, 22,199,661 tons, the 
greatest on record, in round numbers it may be said that two- 
thirds was British, one-fourth Chinese, and one-sixteenth German, 
and the remainder that of all other nationalities taken together. 
In 1887, with one exception, namely, the Yellow River disaster, 
which occurred late in the year, no extraordinary event occurred 
tending to create an exceptional demand for food products in any 
part of China. Hence it is just to conclude that the enlarged 
tonnage which was found on the coast of China came there in 
response to an enlarged general demand, and that more goods in 
a general way passed to and fro than before: the commerce of 
the coast of China had increased in growth. 

“ As regards foreign imports, I have already referred to the 
opium statistics, and I have simply to remark here that the 
increase in consumption shown by the figures given must be 
noted with a caution. For the first time, for a portion of the 
year, namely, from Ist June to 31st December, all opium which 
entered China passed under the cognisance of the Foreign 
Customs and was recorded. Previously to the 1st June 1887 
large quantities entered China, as well lawfully as unlawfully, of 
which no record found its way into any statistics made known. 
What that quantity even averaged, no safe estimate can be given. 
Hence it would be a mistake to assume that the demand in 
China for foreign opium increased in 1887. There is plenty of 
evidence to show the contrary, since in the Northern ports there 
is a concurrence of opinion that the taste for foreign opium is 
languishing, a preference being given to the opium produced in 
Manchuria and some provinces of China proper. 

* Of cotton goods it is difficult, from mere statistics of import, 
to predicate anything with certainty. Fluctuations in such 
quantities in any given year may not indicate corresponding 
fluctuations in consumption, which, after all, is the end of 
commerce ; still there are certain notable facts disclosed by the 
statistics of 1887 of which some seem to me entitled to a passing 
reference. Thus, at the 19 treaty ports I find that the import 
of English and American drills fell off from 416,699 pieces and 
620,803 pieces respectively in 1886 to 288,511 pieces and 464,731 
pieces respectively in 1887; and, on the other hand, cotton 
lastings rose from 214,528 pieces in 1886 to 636,649 pieces in 
1887. Passing over other comparatively unimportant articles of 
trade, I come to cotton yarn, itself one item the value of which 
is 30 per cent. of the entire value of all cotton goods. Of all the 
constituents of the cotton goods list, none is so noteworthy as 
this. Its growth in 10 years has been most vigorous and the 
most reliable, since its measure is that of weight, a standard 
which does not fluctuate in response to any cause. Thus the 
imports of 10 years are as follows for the 19 treaty ports :— 
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Piculs. 


1878 - 108,360 
1879 - 137,888 
1880 “ ‘ - 157,518 
1881 - 172,482 
1882 - 184,939 
1883 - 228,005 
1884 - 261,457 
1885 . . - 387,820 
1886 - 382,984 
1887 - 523,114 


(I should explain that the figures for the years prior to 1886 
include the weight of cotton thread also.) This trade in cotton 
yarn has in 10 years multiplied five-fold. Moreover, the figures 
given above do not represent the entire trade, since large 
quantities of cotton yarn reached the mainland of China from 
Hongkong and Macao by junks. How great that quantity was 
may be inferred from the statistics of the last three quarters of 1887, 
during which 46,246 piculs and 23,507 piculs passed into China 
through the Kowloon and Lappa Customs respectively, a quantity 
which, added to the gross import of the 19 treaty ports for the 
whole year, brings the total up to 592,867 piculs, valued at Hk. Ts. 
12,547,653, which is rather more than one-third of the entire value 
of ail the cotton goods imported, and about one-eighth of the value 
of the entire foreign import trade of the year. The reports of some 
of the Commissioners of Customs, as well in the north as in the 
south of China, make special reference to this commodity, to 
point out that the yarn from Bombay is gradually taking the 
place of that from Manchester in the markets of China, and the 
average opinions of the dealers in the yarn, as expressed in these 
reports, gathered in from widely distant places, is that Bombay 
yarn is a better wearing article when woven into cloth than is 
Manchester yarn. India, at length, is sending to China a staple 
article of commerce mutually beneficial to both nations. 

“Under metals there are some striking changes noticeable. 
The import of iron and steel has largely fallen off. The figures 
of 1887, augmented, as they are, by some 100,000 piculs of the 
various sorts imported through Kowloon and Lappa, yet fall 
considerably under those of 1886, which indicate the quantities 
imported at the treaty ports only. Then, manufactured copper 
has fallen from 18,450 piculs in 1886 to 13,452 piculs (including 
8,498 piculs of Kowloon imports) in 1887; but unmanufactured 
copper has risen trom 11,750 piculs in 1886 to 46,692 piculs 
(including only 289 piculs of Kowloon imports) in 1887, an 
increase most probably due to the coinage of new cash. 

“ The import of foreign sundries does not furnish much subject 
for comment. Clocks and watches have risen from 58,095 in 
1886 to 86,533 in 1887 (including 2,053 imported through 
Kowloon). But this, after all, is an article of commerce easily 
imported without payment of duty, and the figures given in these 
returns admit of considerable increase to get at the true result. 
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It is worth noting that 2,276,863 gross of matches were imported 
from foreign countries in 1887 for consumption in China, of 
which, 186,294 gross entered through Kowloon and Lappa. ‘The 
import of this article in 1877, 10 years before, was 559,117 gross, 
or one-fourth of that of 1887. The import statistics of kerosene 
oil in 1887 disclose an extraordinary falling off in the business 
done. ‘Thus, in 1886, 23,038,101 gallons were imported, while in 
1887, notwithstanding the addition to these statistics of 610,426 
gallons from the new offices of Kowloon and Lappa, the total 
import only reached the quantity of 12,015,135 gallons. As 
qualifying the vast discrepancy in the figures of the two years, 
I am told that whereas the stock in Shanghai at the end of 
1887 was only 5} million gallons, that of 1886 was 103 million 
gallons. Under rice there is an increase in the impor- 
tations of the two years from 540,289 piculs in 1886 to 
1,994,250 piculs in 1887, a difference of 1,450,000 piculs, which is 
almost exclusively made up of the import figures of the two new 
offices, namely, 1,212,466 piculs at Kowloon and 102,011 piculs 
at Lappa. 

** As regards exports, the two chief articles, silk and tea, supply 
much matter for comment. In the total quantity of white raw 
silk exported—-59,589 piculs—there is included a quantity— 
2,780 piculs—exported in junks through the Kowloon and Lappa 
Customs. Deducting this quantity and its assessed value. 
Hk. Tis. 678,623, there remain 56,809 piculs, valued at 
Hk. Tls. 17,461,367 -- a quantity almost identical with the 
export of 1886, but a value about 5 per cent. higher. There is 
thus some evidence pointing to a more profitable result to the 
producers of this silk in 1887 than in 1886. The same remark 
applies to the other classes of unmanufactured silk, namely, 
quantity for quantity, a higher value. The export of silk cocoons 
rose from 5,387 piculs in 1886 to 10,980 piculs in 1887; but it 
is noteworthy that 3,045 piculs, or 30 per cent., of this foreign 
export passed through the new office at Lappa, proving the 
existence of an extensive industry in this product in the districts 
trading with Macao. Next to white raw silk in value come silk 
piece goods, of which, as distinguished from Shantung Pongees, 
11,973 piculs were exported in 1887, against 10,253 piculs in 
1886, the difference, 1,720 piculs, corresponding almost exactly 
with the quantities exported through the two new offices. Con- 
sidering that the values of raw silk seem to have uniformly risen, 
I find it singular that the enlarged export of silk piece goods 
(1887 being 16 per cent. over 1886 as regards quantity) yields a 
value a trifle under that assigned to the year before. 

“No article of the exports of China during 1887 attracted 
more notice and engaged more attention than tea. Opinion 
seemed to point to it as a waning business. The total quantity 
exported from the treaty ports was 2,096,097 piculs in 1887, 
against 2,217,295 piculs in 1886. Judging by quantity, 120,000 
piculs, say 5 per cent., less left China in the latter of these two 
years, the earlier of the two being an unprecedented year. But, 
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as between the two years, there is a vast difference in the values. 
Thus, the assessed value of the export of 1886 referred to was 
Hk. Tis. 33,504,820, and that of the export of 1887 referred to 
was Hk. Tls. 29,379,838, the difference being Hk. Tls. 4,124,982, a 
fall of over 12 per cent. on a diminished export of 5 per cent. It 
is therefore to the depreciation in value, with its likely effect in 
bringing about a diminished production in years to come, that we 
must attribute the apprehensions entertained for the prosperity of 
this vast industry. 

* Next to silk and tea, but, taking value as a measure, a long 
way behind as regards importance in the export trade of China, 
straw braid ranks in importance. The growth of the trade in this 
article has been very rapid. Ten years ago, in one year, 1877, 
the entire quantity exported was 25,930 piculs, estimated value, 
Hk. Ts. 619,135. Each of the five following years shows some 
improvement over that before, and for the last five years the 
export has been :—- 


Piculs. 
1883 - - - - 58,627 
1884 - - - 78,165 
1885 - - 76,494 
1886 - - 82,413 
1887 - - - 150,952 


The vaiue of the 150,952 piculs is estimated at Hk. Tls. 3,738,310. 
This product of industry comes to the principal port cf export, 
Shanghai, from two outports chiefly, Tientsin and Chefoo, in 
whose export statistics the quantities for 1887 are given as 76,359 
piculs, valued at Hk. Ts. 1,333,090, and 65,696 piculs, valued at 
Hk, Tis. 2,145,241, respectively. These two outports referred to 
have few articles of export suitable for foreign consumption to 
give in exchange for foreign imports, and it is therefore a matter 
of special interest to find this simple manufacture developing into 
the magnitude to which it has attained.” 
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XV.--RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom 
with Foreign Countries and British Possessions for the Year 
1887. (C—5451.) Price 4s, 1d. 


This is the annual detailed statement showing the import, 
export, and transit trade of the United Kingdom for the past year, 
and is compiled by the Custom House under the direction of the 
Board of Trade from documents in their possession. In addition 
to the quantities and values of each of the different articles of 
import and export, the return contains a statement showing the 
imports and exports from and to each foreign country and British 
possession from 1883 to 1887, together with the bonded ware- 
house accounts for the year 1887, giving the quantities of principal 
imported articles received into, delivered from, and remaining in 
warehouse, and quantities of various imported articles delivered 
for the use of the army and navy, and for stores of merchant 
vessels. 


2. Food and Drugs Act, &c, (Convictions), 210, Price 4d. 


This return gives the convictions made during the year 1887, 
under the Food and Drugs Act, the Weights and Measures Act, 
and the Licensing Acts, in those boroughs in England, with less 
than 20,000 inhabitants, which possess a separate borough police 
force. The name of the borough and its population are in each 
case stated. The total number of convictions during the year, 
were, under the Food and Drugs Act, 28; under the Weights and 
Measures Act, 19; and under the Licensing Acts, 3,518; or a 
total of 3,565 convictions. 


3. Suez Canal (Purchase of Shares) Accounts, showing the 
Sums received from the Khedive of Egypt; the Charge for 
Principal and Interest on the Money raised in respect of the 
Purchase of the above Shares; and the Amount of Principal 
outstanding on the 31st of March 1888. 230. Price 4d. 


This return is published by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
pursuant to the Act 39 & 40 Vict. cap. 67. sect. 3. 

It shows that the total amount paid for shares, including 
expenses, was 4,076,6221, to meet which, Exchequer bonds were 
issued to the amount of 4,000,000. The amount of such 
Exckequer bonds remaining outstanding at the end of each 
financial year from 1877 to 1888 is given, the amount outstanding 
at the latter date being 3,189,9002 The amounts received from 
the Khedive of Egypt for interest on the purchase money in each 
financial year from 1877 to 1888 is also given, 
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4, Sixth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scotland, 
being for the Year 1887. Part I. General Report. (C.—5445.) 
Price 1s. 


This report states that the produce of the sea fisheries of 
Scotland, more particularly the herring fisheries, continues to 
be large, but that the prices of most kinds of fish have during 
the last year been lower than for many years previously, and that 
in consequence the fishermen have received only a very smail 
return for their capital and labour. The total produce and value 
of the sea and salmon fisheries of Scotland for the year 1887 are 
stated as under :-— 


| 


Curep Fiso— | £ 
Herrings, 1,303,424} barrels at 16s. - - - - | 1,042,739 8 0 
Cod, Ling, and Hake, 122,832 ewts. at 16s, - - | 98,265 12 0 
Cod, 7,538 barrels, cured in pickle, at 35s. - - - 13,191 10 0 

Total value of cured fish - - - | 1,154,196 10 0 
FisH SOLD FOR CONSUMPTION | 
Fresu— Cwts. £ d. 
White Fish—- | 
Herrings  - - 397,902 85,741 0 0 
Sprats - - - 99,000 5,571 0 O 
Mackerel - - - 2,700 1,631 0 0 
Cod - - - 171,101 74,956 0 0O 
Ling . - 34,817 | 15,443 0 0 
Torsk (Tusk) - - 1,203 282 0 0 
Saithe (Coal Fish) - . 50,743 8,940 0 0 
Haddocks - 750,264 | 333,732 0 
Whitings - - - 78,762 26,737 0 O 
Turbot - - . 5,282 14,426 0 O 
Halibut = - 18,939 16,479 0 0 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - 11,737 13,386 0 0 
Flounders, Plaice, and Brill 96,354 59,863 0 0 
Eels - 2,795 2,000 0 0 
Skate - - - 46,019 9,625 0 0 
Other kinds of White Fish - 110,380 25,279 0 0 
Total produce and value 
of White Fish sold ort 1,877,998 |694,091 0 0 
consumption fresh - 
Shell Fish-- 
Oysters - - 965 0 
Mussels - - | 15,411 0 0 
Clams - - - 2,320 0 0 
Lobsters - - | 26,647 0 0 
Crabs - - - | 12,807 0 0 
Other kinds of Shell Fish - 9,665 0 0 
Total value of Shell Fish ‘ - | 67,3815 0 0 
Total value of Fish sold fresh - - - 761,406 0 0 
Gross Totrat Vatue of the Sea Fisheries of 
Scotland for the year 1887 10 @ 


An estimate of the value of the salmon taken Jast year will be found in Part II. 
of the Report. It amounts to 282,523/. 10s., making the grand total value of the 
sea and salmon fisheries of Scotland for the year 1887, 2,198,126/. 
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In the appendices attached to the report are given details 
relating to the herring fisheries, the cod and ling fisheries, fish 
sold fresh, fishery statistics, harbour works and _ telegraphic 
extension, &¢. 


5. Sixth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scotland, 
being for the Year 1887. Part II, Salmon Fisheries, (C.—-5445. 
Price 3s. 11d. 


In this, the second part of tke report for the year 1887, the 
Fishery Board for Scotland deal exclusively with the salmon 
fisheries of that part of the United Kingdom. After giving a 
short resumé of the five previous reports on the salmun fisheries 
prepared by Mr. Young, Inspector of Salmon Fisheries, the Board 
go in some detail into his report for the year 1887, which is given 
in full in the appendix. ‘The report states that, owing to the 
exceptional dryness of the fishing season cf 1887, the angling was 
uncommonly poor, but the nets, especially those in the tide-way, 
were very successful, so that 26,907 boxes of salmon were sent to 
Billingsgate, or about 3,500 boxes more than in 1886. At 
51. 5s. per box, this represents a value of 141,261/ 15s.; and 
since it is estimated that the value of the salmon consumed in 
Scotland or sent out of Scotland elsewhere than to London, 
equals that of the London consumption, 282,523/. 10s. may be 
estimated as the value of the Scotch salmon fisheries in 1887. 


6. Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries (England and Wales), 
Twenty-seventh Annual Reports of the Inspectors of Fisheries 
(England and Wales) for 1887. (C.—5416.) Price 1s. 2d. 


These are detailed reports on the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries of England and Wales by Mr. Berrington and Mr. Fryer, 
Inspectors under the Fisheries Acts. 

In the appendices are given in full, copies of special reports on 
inquiries instituted during the year by the Inspectors. 


7. East India and China (Exports and Imports). 224. 
Price 14d. 

This return shows the value, computed or declared, of the 
manufacture, produce, and bullion for each year from 1870, (1.) 
Exported from the United Kingdom to India and China, including 
Hong Kong, the values and quantities of the following goods being 
separately specified, viz.:—Woollens, distinguishing woollen and 
worsted stuffs, cottons and cotton yarn, and including the bullion 
sent from Suez to Aden. (2.) Imported into the United 
Kingdom from India, China, and Hong Kong, specifying the 
values and quantities of cotton and tea from India and tea and 
silk respectively from China. (3.) Exported from India to China 
and Hong Kong, specifying separately the value and quantity of 
opium and cotton ; and (4.) Imported into India from China and 
Hong Kong, specifying separately the value and quantity of tea. 
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The return was moved for by Sir Joseph Pease, M.P., and is in 
continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 347 of 1871. 


8. China No. 2 (1888). Return of Clauses in Treaties between 
Great Britain and China relating to the Treatment of Immigrants. 
(C.—5374.) Price 1d. 


This is a return to an addresz of the House of Commons, dated 
11th June 1888. It gives in full the clauses in treaties or other 
binding agreements at present in force between China and the 
United Kingdom relating to the treatment of immigrants from 
either State into the territories of the other. The greater portion 
of the treaties refer to certain stated places in China where 
foreigners are allowed to reside. 


‘9. Further Return of National Treatment Clauses in existing 
Treaties of Navigation between Great Britain and Foreign Powers. 
Commercial No. 9. (1888.) (C—5427.) Price }d. 


This paper contains a declaration of the Government of Sweden 
and Norway placing British vessels and their cargoes on the 
footing of national vessels and their cargoes in the ports of 
Norway. ‘The paper is stated to be in continuation of Commercial 
No. 13, 1887. 


10. Pauperism (England and Wales). Return A. Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism, March 1888, 74.(A. IL.) Price 2d. 


The return now published completes the monthly comparative 
statements of the pauperism of England and Wales for the quarter 
ended Lady Day 1888. On referring to the tables in the 
monthly comparative statements for the months of January, 
February, and March 1888, showing the number of paupers in 
receipt of relief on the last day of each week of the corre- 
sponding months for the last 32 years, it will be seen that in the 
majority of the years the maximum number of paupers was 
reached during the month of February. In the present year the 
highest. number has been in the first week of March. 

The number of persons (excluding lunatics in asylums and 
licensed houses, and vagrants) relieved in England and Wales on 
the last day in each week of the month of March, was as follows :— 
First week, 796,363 ; second week, 792,240; third week, 789,112; 
fourth week, 783,291. 


11, Pauperism (England and Wales), Return A. Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism, April 1888. 74.(A. IIL) Price 2d. 


This is the monthly statement for April 1888, issued by the 
Locai Government Board in compliance with an Order of the 
House of Commons. It shows that the number of persons 
(excluding lunatics in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) 
relieved in England and Wales on the last day in each week of 
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the month of April, was as follows :— First week, 765,600 ; 
second week, 758,086 ; third week, 753,165 ; fourth week, 746,044 ; 
fifth week, 741,007. 

The present return shows that the number of paupers in 
receipt of relief in April 1888 was larger than it had been in the 
same month in any of the 13 preceding years, except 1886; 
although it was smaller than the number relieved in the correspond- 
ing month in any year from 1857 to 1874. 


12. In-door Paupers (Scotland), 217. Price 2)d. 


This is a return to an Order of the House of Commons “ showing 
“ the number, on the 14th of May 1887, of poor (exclusive of 
“ lunatics), receiving relief in the Poorhouses and in Institutions 
‘ for Deaf, Dumb, and Blind, Industrial Schools, Orphanages, or 
“ Hospitals, and of Boarded-out Pauper Children, chargeable to 
“ each county and parish in Scotland ; and, in a separate table, the 
“ numbers chargeable to parishes in which there are burghs with 
“ a population exceeding 5,000,” the return being given in the 
form subjoined— 


| 


Poor in Institutions | Boarded-Out | = 

Poor in | 9.9 
and Blind, &c. Children. | 
= a |" om 
Parish. 2 | 2 ai 2 ig ¢ 


In the summary it is shown that, on the 14th of May 1887, the 
number of poor in poorhouses was 9,095, the number of poor in 
institutions for deaf, dumb, and blind, &c., was 995, and the number 
of boarded-out pauper children 5,038, giving a total of 15,128 
poor in poorhouses, institutions, and boarded-out. The total 
number chargeable to parishes in which there are burghs with a 
population exceeding 5,000 was 10,921. 


13. Bankruptcy Act, 1883 (Proceedings). Account showing the 
Receipts and Expenditure in respect of Bankruptcy Proceedings 
during the Year ending 31st March 1888, 287. Price 4d. 


This paper is presented pursuant to 46 and 47 Vict. cap. 52. 
sect. 130. It shows that the total receipts for the year ended the 
31st of March 1888 were 210,529/., being an increase of 8,996/. 
over the previous year. The total expenditure for the same 
period amounted to 186,717/., being an increase of 5,023/. over the 
preceding year. 
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14, Railways (Maximum Charges), 38, Price 2s. 3d. 


This is a return by the Railway Department of the Board of 
Trade, showing the maximum rates and charges which the railway 
companies of the United Kingdom are authorised to make for the 
conveyance of passengers, animals, goods, &c. on railways, the 
information being given in detail for each separate railway 
company in the United Kingdom. 


15. General Report to the Board of Trade upon the Accidents 
which have occurred on the Railways of the United Kingdom during 
the Year 1887, (C.—5474.) Price 34d. 


This return shows that the total number of persons returned to 
the Board of Trade as having been killed in the working of the 
railways during the year was 919, and the number of injured 
3,990. 

Of the above numbers, 121 persons killed and 1,297 persons 
injured were passengers ; but of these only 25 were killed and 
538 injured in consequence of accidents to or collisions between 
trains ; the deaths of the remaining 96 passengers and the injuries 
to 759 are returned as due to a variety of other causes, and 
especially to want of caution on the part of the individuals 
themselves. 

Of the remainder, 422 killed and 2,075 injured were officers or 
servants of the railway companies, or of contractors. 

Of suicides there were 70; of trespassers, 203 were killed and 
114 injured; of persons passing over the railway at level crossings 
63 were killed and 35 injured; and of other persons, 40 were 
killed and 69 injured from miscellaneous causes. 

In addition to the above, the companies have returned 58 per- 
sons killed and 4,157 injured from accidents on their premises not 
connected with the movement of railway vehicles. 

The total number of passenger-journeys, exclusive of journeys 
by season-ticket holders, was 733,670,000 for the year 1887, or 
_ 8,085,610 more than in the previous year. Calculated on these 
figures, the proportions of passengers killed and injured during 
the year, from all causes, were, in round numbers, 1 in 6,064,000 
killed, and 1 in 565,667 injured. 

In 1886 the proportions were 1 in 7,637,730 killed, and 1 in 
540,674 injured. 

A detailed account is also given of the accidents which were 
inquired into by direction of the Board of Trade during the 
year 1887, together with a summary of the causes of accidents, 
accidents generally relating to servants of railway companies, and 
observations on the absolute block and interlocking systems. 


16. Mines. Reports of the Inspectors of Mines to Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State under the Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1872, 
with the Stratified Ironstone Mines (Gunpowder) Act, 1881; and 
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the Metalliferous Mines Regulation Acts, 1872 and 1875, with 
the Slate Mines (Gunpowder) Act, 1882; for the Year 1887. 
(C—5450.) Price 5s. 3d. 


This is the annual report of the Inspectors of Mines to the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department. It shows that 
during the year the aggregate number of persons employed in 
and about the whole of the mines in the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland amounted to 568,026, of whom 5,725 
were females above ground. The total number of fatal accidents 
was 881, and the total number of deaths occasioned thereby 1,051 ; 
being an increase of 12 in the number of fatal accidents, and an 
increase of 33 in the number of lives lost, compared with the totals 
for the preceding year. The summary shows also the ratio of 
fatal accidents and deaths to persons employed, the death-rate 
being slightly higher than during the preceding year, but lower 
than the average of the preceding 13 years. 

The total number of persons employed in and about mines 
under the Coal Mines Regulation Act was 526,277, of whom 
4,183 were females working above ground. Secondly, that there 
were 830 fatal accidents and 995 deaths, the number of accidents 
being 23 more than in the preceding year, and the number of 
deaths being 42 more. Thirdly, that there was one fatal accident 
for every 634 persons employed, and one death for every 529 
persons employed. These figures compare favourably with the 
correspouding averages for the 10 years 1874 to 1883, which were 
587 and 446 persons respectively. 

The total quantity of mineral wrought in the different districts 
was 173,049,795 tons, of which 162,119,812 were coal and 
7,569,918 ironstone, the rest being fireclay, oil shale, and other 
minerals, being a total increase of 3,042,836 tons compared 
with the preceding year, the increase of coal being 4,601,330, with 
a decrease of ironstone 1,292,730 tons. 

The ratios of accidents and deaths to the number of persons 
employed and tons of mineral wrought in each of the districts is 
as follows : 208,494 tons of mineral were wrought for every fatal 
accident, and 173,919 tons for every death, as compared with 
210,665 and 178,391 tons respectively during the preceding year. 


17. Wines (Alcoholic Strength). Return of Statistics giving 
Degree by Degree the Strength of Wines Imported into this Country 
during the Years 1883, 1885, and 1887. 268. Price 1d. 


The present return shows the quantity of wine imported in 
cask at different degrees of strength from Spain, Portugal, 
Madeira, France, Germany, Holland, Italy, Australasia, and other 
countries, separate statements being given for each of the years 
1883, 1885, and 1887, the degrees of strength being stated in each 
case from 8 degrees Sykes up to 30. 
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I.—Corn Prices. 
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Return of the QuantiTIES sOLD and AverAce Prices of Britisn 
Corn, Impertat Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 


Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 


Periods. 


| Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 


Week ended 7th July 1888 
14th 


” 


21st ” 


” 28th ,, ” 


July 1888 - 


Corresponding month in 1887 


Week ended 7 
14th ,, 


” 


” 1586 


th July 1888 - 


21st ” ” 
” 28th ” 


July 1888 - - 

June 1S88_ - 

May 

April - 
March 


February 
January 
December 188 
November ,, 
October 
September ,, 
August 


July 1887 
1886 


1885 
» 1884 


Quantities sold. 


Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
29,289 5 157 5 1,274 6 
29,075 7 15 0 783 5 
24,974 6 406 6 852 6 
23,209 1 45 4 724 7 
106,549 3 624 7 3,636 0 
101,469 4 2,321 6 6,387 3 
159,876 3 1,645 6 7,258 7 
Average Prices. 
31 5 25 0 18 0 
31 6 28 O 16 8 
32 0 17:4 
32 6 25 1 17 0 
31 10 24 3 17 3 
31 6 2414 174 
380 6 16 8 
30 4 30 4 15 141 
SO 4 29 &§ 15 8 
30 4 30 0 15 10 
30 3 45 41 
37 0 29 4 16 O 
30 =5 29 6 15 8 
29 2 28 11 15 2 
29 7 27 4 1411 
32 6 22 16 7 
84 4 21 0 17 2 
87 2 23 10 20 6 
33 & 28 10 22 2 
370 27 10 23 2 
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1888. 


Return of the Numpers, NATIoNALiTIEs, and Destinations of the 
PassENGERS that left the Unitep Kinepom for Paces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st July 1888, and the 
Seven Months ended 31st July 1888, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Nationalities. North other Total. spondin 
1887. 
Month ended 31st July. 
English - - - 7,744 2,210 1,563 957 12,474 15,183 
Scotch - - - 1,559 312 211 117 2,199 2,734 
Trish + - -- & 3,944 261 239 17 4,461 5,024 
Total of British origin -| 13,247 2,783 2,013 1,091 19,134 22,933 
Foreigners - - - 6,976 1,445 36 184 8,641 10,407 
Nationalities not distinguished - 152 152 240 
Total - - - 20,223 4,228 2,049 1,427 27,927 33,585 
for esponding 28,527 5,930 3,017 4,114 83,585 
Seven Months ended 31st July. 
English - - : -} 60,157 19,166 12,269 7,201 98,793 93,849 
Scotch : : - | 16,255 4,161 1,768 828 | 23,012 | 20,452 
Trish - - - : 47,770 2,026 2,086 274 52,156 55,263 
| | 
Total of British origin - | 124,182 25,353 16,123 8,303 | 178,961 | 769,555 
Foreigners ° - -| 68,372 11,784 354 1,453 81,963 69,229 
Nationalities not distinguished - - - | = 1,370 1,370 1,994 
| 
Total - ” 7 _ | 192,554 37,137 16,477 11,126 257,294 240,688 
Te g 182,562 | 30,589 | 18,609 8,998 | 240,688 


Nortr.—The above figures, being made up ai the earliest possible date after the closs of each 


month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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AND WALES, 


Nomper of Receiving Orpers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 
Seven months 
July ended July 
1888. 1887. 1888. 4887. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted - - - - 439 431 2,934 2,842 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations 
Grocers, &e.  - - 80 32 231 210 
Publicans and hotel mange, ke. - 28 36 200 207 
Farmers - - 20 15 162 159 
Builders - 18 24 147 468 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and 
dealers - - - - 9 14 99 z 
Butchers - 17 69 61 
Bakers - - 4 13 68 78 
Drapers, haberdashers, - 15 12 68 74 
Decorators, painters, &e. 14 70 63 55 
Tailors, &c. - - - 1l 6 54 50 
Clerks, commercial and general ~ 5 3 45 24 
Provision merchants, &c. - - 8 5 45 21 
Agents, commission and general - 7 10 42 55 
Carpenters and joiners - - 9 4 42 33 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
silversmiths,&e. - - - 5 72 37 
Confectioners - - 5 7 35 17 
Chemists, druggists, and Canton 
manufacturers - - 4 2 31 19 
Tobacconists, &c. - -- 8 30 36 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers - 4 4 30 32 
Coaland coke merchants and dealers - 8 9 30 83 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. 6 2 29 18 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c.  - 6 5 29 24 
Auctioneers - - - - 3 4 28 34 
Solicitors . 4 | 28 15 
Merchants - - - 2 3 26 20 
Travellers, commercial, &e. - - 2 3 25 14 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, 3 2 24 25 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw 
merchants and dealers - - 3 6 24 34 
Saddlers and harness makers - 1 7 23 18 
Ironmongers - - 2 4 21 29 
Furniture dealers and makers ~ 2 — 21 18 
General dealers - - 4 2 20 26 
China, glass, earthenware, &c. dealers - - | 7 19 14 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 4 7 19 12 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - 2 3 17 20 
Carriage, &c. builders - - 2 4 17 42 
Schoolmasters and 3 16 6 
Hatters - - 3 2 15 8 
Cab, coach, and omaibus peopricters - 5 15 19 
Engineers and founders, &c. - - 5 3 15 a 
Woollen merchants, manufacturers, &¢. 1 2 14 17 
Restaurant, coffee, on | 
keepers - 2 q i4 12 
Stone, marble, and monumenta masons 2 4 14 18 
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4 
ee | Seven months 
ie July ended July 
1888. 1887. 1888. 1887. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | No. No. No. No. 
occupations—cont. 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and | 
hauliers - - - - 3 14 9 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - - - 4 q 14 6 
Fancy goods manufacturers and im- 
porters - - 5 1 14 
Stationers - 1 1 13 4 
2 Contractors - - - 2 1 13 10 
Fishing-net, smack owners, and masters — 3 12 ff 
ii Oil and colour merchants - - 1 -— 12 8 
Wine and spirit merchants, &2. 3 4 12 9 
d Gardeners, florists, &c. - - 3 2 12 17 { 
Printers and publishers - 2 1 ll 15 
2 Millers - - - - 2 4 11 18 
Wheelwrights = - 1 10 12 
Clerks in holy orders - - - 2 1 10 11 
: Accountants - - - 2 2 | 10 15 
Horse dealers, trainers, &c. 2 10 
Lodging-house keepers - - 2 9 14 
Music instruments, &c. makers aad 
dealers - 3 8 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - 1 2 9 14 
a Doctors of medicine and physicians - 1 | 9 10 
7 Machinists and implement manufac- 
turers, &c. - - 2 2 9 
Architects and surveyors - 1 5 9 13 
Blacksmiths - - - 3 4 9 14 
& Theatrical and music hall lessees, &c. - —_ -- 8 4 
‘ Carvers, gilders, and picture frame- 
é makers - ~ 1 1 8 3 
Officers in Civil Service - - | 1 3 8 
Tea merchants - - - - 2 | 4 8 6 
| 
7 IV.—Exrort or Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
Great Brirain. 
Ruturn of the Numper of ANIMALS exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
E Britain during the month ended 30th June 1888, and during 
a the First Six Months of the Year 1888, compared with the 
a corresponding Periods of the Year 1887. 
Seven months 
: 4 July ended July 
Animals. 
q 1888. | 1887. | 1888, | 7887. ‘ 
. | No. No. No. No. : 
Cattle ‘ is - 54,846 | 40,805 | 325,524 | 262,736 
Sheep - | 115,114 | 132,677 | 288,238 | 286,985 
- | 14,703 | 13,044 | 314,284 | 273,742 
Uoats - - - -| 1,157 997} 4,112] 5,303 
Horses . - -| 38,123] 3,680} 17,846 | 16,899 
a Mules or Jennets - - - 6 7 13 14 
rh Asses - - - - ~ 198 265 829 879 
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V.—FIsHery STATISTICS\X—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Srarement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisa returned 
as landed on the and Wersa Coasts, during the Month 
and Seven Montlis ended 31st July 1888, compared with the 
corresponding Pericds of the Year 1887. 


| Seven Months ended 
July 
{ 
1888, | 7887, || 1888. | 1887. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished 12,509 15,993 67,179 | 72,849 
Total prime fish 28,278 26,850 144,586 | 764,597 
Salmon - - 1,894 5,987 8,588 | 11,087 
Cod 11,557 19,496 147,328 | 150,075 
Ling - - 4.004 5,257 40,349 51,075 
Haddock 111.917 121,119 872,464 | 854,447 
Mackerel - - 15,287 19,349 303,601 | 205,984 
Herrings - 919,867 88,308 216,807 218,178 
All other, except shell fish 93,963 723298 693,678 | — 
Total. - 414,964 | 4o9,s63 2,878,828 | 
Shell fish :— No. | No. No. | No. 
Lobsters 72,884 | 137,865 || 249,262 832,456 
Crabs « - 729,514 | 581,166 4,016,550 | 8,606,661 
Oystera - - 1,110,000 | 7,427,000 || 15,376,000 | 77,476,000 
Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. | Cvwts. 
Other shell fish . 26,0904 | 239,871 | 276,826 
| | 
VALUE 
£ | £ | £ 
Turbot - 13,827 | 11,081 97,488 | 105,434 
Soles - - 26,873 | 27,823 218,192 | 222,652 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished 30,650 61,902 174,167 | 236,077 
Total prime fish . - 71,850 | 100,306 489,797. | 564,187 
Salmon 8,060 | 28,489 | 21,555 | 67,207 
Cod 5,885 | 5,849 | 98,142 100,514 
Lin; 2,738 | 2,858 | 28,968 83,068 
addock .- 32,651 | 84,048 | 364,187 315,127 
ackerel 10,472 11,28 227,796 112,267 
Herrings - - 42,051 28,199 74,083 68,628 
Pilchards - 740 1,645 | 2,348 8,187 
aice - - - 42,32 352,132 
All other, except shell fish - 58,437 984902 | 478,878 | 5 749972 


Total 274,708 | 305,483 | 2,148,522 2,008,897 
| 
Shell fish :-— | 

Lobsters 3,097 | 6,154 11,521 15,009 

: Crabs 7,215 8,115 34,834 39,430 

Oysters 2,118 2,982 50,520 50,187 

Other shell fish 9382 | 8,014 | 58,149 48,848 

Total - 21812 | 25,265 | 150,024 158,424 

Total value of fish landed 296,520 330,948 | 2,293,546 | 2,162,331 


_NorE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The! value 
given are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VI.—FisHERY STATISTICS.—ScOTLAND. | 


SraTEMENT of the ToraL Quantity and Vatue of the Fisn returned 

as landed on the Scotcn Coasts during the Month and Seven 
Cs Months ended 31st July 1888, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1887. 


a 


| | 
| 4 Seven — ended 
| July | ly | 
| 
1888, | 4887, | 1888. | 1887. 
— 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Iwts. Cwts. 
4 Turbot_ - - - 254 346 2,979 | 2779 
(Lemon Soles) - - 828 1,353 6,549 6,587 
Cod - - 28,559 28,649 350,505 312,593 
Lin 13,413 5,729 118,628 92.792 
Haddock ° 29,206 34,47 465,293 387,877 
Mackerel - - - - 171 4 von 208 1,321 
errings - - - 609,619 752, 2,53 1,285,038 1,510,908 
Sprats - - - - 10,845 51,610 
- - - - - 2 23 100 
‘orsk (Tusk) - - 1,342 347 12,732 10,298 
Saith (Coal Fish) - - - 7,679 85739 77,076 76,048 
Whiting - - - - 5,903 45,264 40,551 
Halibut 569 335 19,593 18,547 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - 3.266 530 52,713 53.711 
Eel - 414 356 6.572 | 5,827 
Skate - 1,597 1,301 52,308 | 39,085 
All “except shell fish - 4,499 6,296 60,096 50,784 | 
a Total . ° - - 707,409 852,598 2,565,927 2,661,946 
| 
‘ 
Shell fish — No WNo. No. | WNo. 
bsters - 43,100 | 41,000 395,800 | 363,900 
- 362,000 166,100 2,475,200 | 1,798;100 
Oysters - - — 89,200 | 451,800 
 Cwts. Cuts. , Cwts. Cuts. 
Mussels - - - | 9,612 9,486 136,936 135,100 
Clams - - 580 | 247 12,681 9,049 
Other shell fish : 1,362 4,010 39,081 38,427 
| VALUE 
| 
£ | £ 
Turbot - 514 745 | 6,527 5,987 
Soles (Lemon Soles) 967 1,132 || 8,028 7,097 
- | 7,682 6,709 118,195 99,906 
Lin, . - -| 3,903 4,658 || 43,918 31,960 
Haddock - -| 10,681 14,285 189,718 171,808 
Mackerel 89 753 || 848 
Herrings - -} 125,961 132,263 || 247,030 266,832 
- - 3 | | 65 2,439 
- - 93 194 
(husk 200 63 1,992 1596 
Saith (Coal Fish) 972 1,277 10,509 10,342 
Whiting - - | 1,796 1,696 14,952 13,883 
Halibut - | 252 186 19,208 15,897 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - . a 1,939 3,560 33,422 32,824 
Eel | -| 221 198 3,572 3,332 
- - 237 254 10,491 4,767 
except shell fish 619 1,157 11,501 12,298 
Total? 155,983 165,943 719,529 684,394 
Shell fish :-— 
Lobsters - - 1,701 1,637 17,961 | 15,891 
bs - 1,722 967 11,653 | 9,706 
ussels 615 562 7,979 | 7,470 
Clams - 79 37 1,774 | 1,194 
Other shell fish | 778 748 || 7,093 | 4650 
Total 4,895 3,945 46,868 | 41,544 
' 
Total value of fish landed : 160,878 169,888 | 766,897 | 725,988 


NotE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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VIL--FisHery 


Srarement of the ‘Tora, Quantity and VALue of the Fisn returned 
as landed on the Irisn Coasts during the Months of July 1888 
| and 1887, together with the Seven Months ended 31st July 1888. 


July. 
Months ended July 1888.* 
1888, 
| Quantity, 
| Cwis. | Cwts 
Turbot : | 94 5 
Soles - 320 | 450 1,734 
Total prime fish - 382 hh 2,330 
Cod : 1,018 650 21,519 
Lin 1,067 1.799 7,840 
Haddock 728 | 1144) 2,728 
Mackerel - - 8,387 1,340 85,782 
| Herrings - - - 8,868 26,167 36,200 
Sprats . - 13000 1,687 130 
hiting - 705 352 | 9,485 
Hake - - - | 1,161 | 1,407 | 2,928 
| All other, except shell fish - | 4,823 0 | 5,500 28,577 
Total - - - 27266 | 39558 | 197,519 
shell fish :— | No No. No 
Lobsters 25,781 125,204 69,729 
Crabs” - - | 16,862 76,077 129,035 
Oysters - - -| 101,875 
| Cwts. Cuts. | Cwts. 
Other shell fish - = 209 699 10,677 
| VALUE 
| £ | £ £ 
'Turbot : - 219 | 2,228 
Soles 706 995 5,610 
Total prime fish - | 925 | 1,239 7,838 
Cod - 509 242 10,902 
Ling - 568 516 3,508 
Haddock - : - 559 \ 129 2 632 
Mackerel - - : 2,949 | 344 47.825 
Herrings - 4,662. | 10,923 14,322 
Sprats . - - 32 184 32 
Whiting - - 370 164 4,064 
Hake 637 179 1,675 
All other, except shell fish - 2,176 2,553 12,897 
| 
Total - - -| 18,387 17,010 | 105,695 
¥ Shell fish :— | 
Lobsters 722 | 2,331 
Crabs - - - 7 | 340 | 751 
Oysters - - | 184 
Other shell fish - - 5S 128 } 1,393 
Total : - oa 953 3,005 | 4,659 
Total value of fish landed 14,310 20,015 110,354 


Note.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 

* It is impossible to compare tho figures for the seven months ended July 1888 with those for 
the me period of last year, as the collection of the returns was only commenced in 
April 1887. 
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VIII.--Corron Returns, Jury 1888. 
Return of the Number of Bates of Corron Imporrep and Exportep, 
Forwarpep from Porrs to Intanp Towns, and RetrurNep to 
Ports during the Month and Seven Months ended 3ist July 1888, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1887. 
Month of Seven months ended 
~ July July 
| 1888 1887 1888. 1887. 
{ 
IMPORTS. 
No. No. No. No. 
American 1 | 1,693,023 
Brazilian - 16,20: 34,027 214,661 276,7 
East Indian - - 38,410 | 87,007 | 275,528 520,690 
Egyptian 6,659 | 6,606 | 116,909 134,554 
Miscellaneous - - 9,99 3 2,508 33,7 73 25,306 
Total - - - 179,275 | 170,337 2,333,894 2,465,226 
j 
EXPorts. 
- 16,481 13,254 153,457 | 138,209 
razilian 860 1,506 11,235 | 32,294 
East Indian - 24,616 46,022 || 188,773 281,654 
egyptian 210 | 78 | 3176 
Misceljaneous  - - 1,000 | 1,435 || 13,518 | 11,489 
Total - 44,167 62,295 369,429 | 416,819 
Forwarpxp from Porrs to Towns. 
| 
emg 187,600 | 174,945 || 1,525,708 | 1,398,777 | 
razilian - - 21,122 | 25,429 || 184,962 201,986 
East Indian - 15,013 | 16,596 I 109,418 115,269 
Egyptian - - 14,402 10,970 * 120,756 127,866 } 
Miscellaneous - - 8,528 | 8,310 62,249 64,557 
| 
Total = - 246,665 | 236,220 | 2,003,093 1,908,389 


American - 
Brazilian - 
East Indian - 


Egyptian 
Miscellaneous 
Total - 


Forwarpbep from Intanp Towns to Ports. 


399 523 3195 | 
2 | 203 | 26 
| 
399 | 525 | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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IX.—Periopica, Rerurns or Imports anp Exports. 


SrareMent of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Countries in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note. — Rouble = 2s. Od.; France = 9;,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d. ; 
Lira = 9,°;d.; Dollar = 4s, 2d. 


1—Invorvs. 
Aggregate for Period of the 
Value for the Mozth. Year, including latestMonth. 
Name of Conntry. Month. 
1887. 1888, 1887. 


Russia in Europe - | May Roubles 1,882,000 48,734,000 115,483,000 423,985,000 


France June Frs. 318,125,000 | 280,048,000 1,996,750,000 7,995,898,000 
Portugal - .- | April - Milreis - 4,166,000 8)634,000 13,371,000 12,326,000 
Italy - | June - | Lire 103,414,000 | 114,132,000 604,667,000 931,917,000 
United States - - | June - | Dolrs. - 62,833,000 61,282,000 | 372,527,000 | 857,480,000 
British India* - - May - | Rupees 5,55,27,833 5,01,22,573 10,91,14,771 | 10,17,52,869 


| | 
France June - Frs, 255,150,000 


Russia in Europe - May -! Roubles 82,805,000 | 50,088,060 || 272,420,000 | 191,041,000 
| 


263,069,000 | 1,516,101,000 | 7,544,764,000 

| | 
Portugal | April - | Milreis- 2,256,000 | 4,997,000 8,000,000 
Italy - June Lire 79,276,000 86,506,000 | 480,758,000 | 573,184,000 


United States - June - 


Dolrs. + 44,627,000 | 47,958,000 311,064,000 330,390,000 


British India* - May - 


| 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

Rupees §,99,19,525 | 9,25,90,220 17,00,34,252 18,37,37,008 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


NotE.—The figures are those of the “special ’ imports and exports, except 1 the case of 
the United States and British India, where the figures are “general.” “Special”? means, in 
the case of imports, imports for home consumption, in the case of exports, exports of domestic 
produce and manufacture only. f 

* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 
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X.—-ForeigN TRADE or 


Imports and Exports into and from Britisu INp1a. 


Imports from Foreign Exports to Foreign 
Countries. Countries.* 
Two Months ended Two Months ended 
3ist May May 
1887. 1888, 
R. R. 
1.—Animals—living 98,550 11,398 1,096,822 1,41y987 


I1.—Articles of food and‘drink 1,23,90,365 1,15, 40,576 4,82,83,423 4370452550 


I1].—Metals and manufactures of — 


A.—Hardware and cutlery 


(including plated-ware) | 18,938,032 19049376 21,558 16,728 
B.— Metals - - | 67,382,891 74,524 Y2,265 
| ‘ 
C.—Machinery and mill-work | 38,31,068 | 32,16,758 1,750 198 


D.—Railway plant and! 
rolling-stock (other than | 


Government stores)  49,61,246 | 40,29,098 

1V.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 

and narcotics, and dyeing 

and tanning materials 20,238,486 | 16,28,708 | 2,02,67,928 2,01,85,533 

V.—Oils - - - 36,62,764 | 24,445,352 14,66,506 11,02,400 

VI.--Raw materials and unmanu- 

factured articles - - 74,41,457 70,93,951 6,97,88,057 8,93,99,062 
Vil—Articles manufactured and 

partly manufactured— 


A.—Yarns and textile fabrics 5,45,18,153 5,18,66,039 1,64,71,056 128,679,881 


B.—Apparel - - 


20,96,185 | 242,284 1,88,5y2 
| 
C.—Other articles manu- | 
factured - 


| 
| | 
| 


94,65,577 54,80,552 | 63,534,241 57,065,130 


Toran “| 10,91,14,771 70,17,52,369 | 16,31,48,140 | 77,68,17,432 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only, 


| 
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x 
| 
Mie 
ries! 
| 
4 
| 
| 


LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 227 


LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REEORTS 
New SERIES, 


Revorts of the Anaual Series, 1888, have been issued from Her Majesty's 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Fleet Street, &c. 


No. _- | Price. No, __ Price. 
249 | Algiers 2d. Rio Grande do Sol - 1d. 
250 | Bucharest - Td Gothenburg - 2d. 
251 | Christiania - ld. Philippopolis - ld. 
252 | Paris - 1d. Mogador - 2Qd. 
253 | Bogola - - -! 1d. Havana 2d. 
254 | Salonica - - - La Rochelle ld. 
v55 | Copenhagen - ld. 2d. 
256 | Jeddah - -! Id. Chicago 2d. 
257 | Russia - -; 2d. Foochow” - ‘ ld. 
258 | Paris - - : ld. Taiwan ld. 
259 | Patras - -| 1d. Loanda ld. 
260 | Brussels - Id. Loanda - ld. 
961 | Ichang - - - 1d. Noumea ld. 
262 | Baltimore - - ld, | Trieste ld, 
263 | Taganrog - 1d. | Nice - ld. 
264 | Oporto - ld. Bordeaux - - ld. 
265 | Rio de Janeiro - ld. Mogador ld. 
266 | Galieston - - 1d. Wilmington ld. 
267 «| Tripoli - - ld. Amoy- - 2d, 
268 | Galatz - - - ld. Trebizond - - - ld. 
269 | Varna - - 1d. Lisbon - ld. 
270 ; New Orleans” - - 2d. Java ld, 
271 | Cherbourg 1d. Brest - - «| 
972 | Suakin - - ld. Odessa 2d. 
273 Brest - - - - ld. Cavalla - 1d. 
274 | Barcelona - - 2d. Bussorah 
275 | Barcelona - -| 1d. | Mollendo - 
276 | Antwerp WW, Cadiz bd. 
| Havre - -| 3d. 351 | Cagliari 
278 | Odessa - - 1d. 35) Cagliari ld. 
280 | Saigon - ld. 354 | Copenhagen - - 1d. 
281 | Buenos Ayres - - ld. 355 | Vienna - 1d. 
ysz2 | Taganrog - 1d. 356 | San Francisco 1d. 
283 | Tamsui_- ld, 357. | Vera Cruz - 1d. 
284 | Puerto Plata - - ld. 358 | Philippopolis - : ld. 
285 | Wénchow - - 1d. 359 | Greytown -' Qld. 
286 | Tokyo - - - 1d. 360 | Tangier ld. 
287 | Lisbon - - 2d. 361 | Lisbon - - 1d. 
288 , La Rochelle” - - ld. 362 | Chicago - ld, 
289 | Washington 4d. 363 | Jerusalem and Jaffa - 2 
290 | Beyrout - - ld. 364 | Truxillo ld, 
291 | Algiers - 2d. 365 | Ningpo - ld. 
292 | Varna ld, 366 | Chefoo ld. 
2983 | Algiors - 1d. 367. | Bushire ld. 
294 | Port Said - - ld. 368 | Stockholm 2d, 
295 | Manila - ld. 369 | Santiago ld. 
296 | Charleston - ld. 370 | New York - - 24, 
297 | Kiungchow - - 1d. 371 | Pernambuco - ld. 
298 | Pakhoi - 1d. 372 | Soul - ld, 
299 | Wuhu - - ld. 373. | Chinkiang - 2d, 
300 | Boulogne - - - 2d. 374 | Pernambuco - - . ld. 
301 | Marseilles - - 1d. 375 | San Francisco” - - 2d. 
302 | Bordeaux - 2d. 376 | Riga- ol 
303. | Ancoua - - 1d. 377 | Newchwang~- 
304 | Swatow - - - ld, 378 | San Salvador’ - - Id. 
305 | Ssi-ch’uan-- - ld. 379 | Frankfort - -| 
306 | Antwerp ld. 380 | Hankow -| 2d. 
307 | Cadiz - ld. 381 | Bucharest - ld. 
308 | Genoa - - - ld. 382 | Lisbon - ld. 
309 | Marseilles - ld. 383 | Tunis 
310 | Baltimore - - ld, 384 | Tangier - - 
311 | Savannah - - - ld, 385 | Santiago - - -| 
312 | Boston - - - - ld. 386 | Diarbekir - - «| Id. 
313 | San Francisco 1d, 387 | Shanghai - 2d. 
314 | Guayaquil ld. 388 | Rome - - 2d, 
315 | Santos - - - 1d. 389 | Buenos Ayres - -| 1d. 
316 | Carthagenaand Santa Martha 1d. 390 | Amsterdam - - ld. 
317 | San José - - - 1d. 391 | Warsaw - - -| dd, 
318 | Boulogne - - - ld. 392 | San Francisco” - - -| 1d. 
319 | Tahiti - - - 1d. #93 | Alexandria - - ld. 
320 | Fiume - 1d. 394 | Salonica - -| 
321 | Warsaw - 1d. 895 | Palermo - ld, 
322 | Vera Cruz - 2d. 396 | Mexico 4d, 
i 
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The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad have also been 
issued, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 
No. Price. 
77. Germany.—Report on the German grain duties - - - ld 
78. United States—Report on liquor traffic legislation in the United States - 
79. Switzerland.—Report on the North-East Railway of Switzerland - 
80. United States.—Report on the oyster fisheries of Maryland - - 
81. Austria-~-Hungary.—Report on the timber trade of Trieste - 
82. Russia.—Reports on Russian agriculture, 1886-87 - - - - 


83. United lia on rau manufacture of sugar from sorghum, 
in Kansas 


84. Korea.—Keport of a visit to Fusan and Yuensan - 

85. Russia.—Reports on the provinces of Semirensk and Kars 

86. Japan.—Report on cotton manufactures in Japan . 

87. Russia.—Report on the coal fields of South Russia - - - 


88. Italy.—Report on the natural products val agriculture of the province 
of Florence - - - 


89. Germany.—Report on a registry office for labour at Stuttgart - 
90. United States.—Report on recent labour strikes in the United States - 
91. Germany.—Report on agricultural instruction in Prussia - - 
92. Nicaragua.—Report on the cultivation of bananas on the Rame River - 


93. Spain.--Report on the various machines in use in Catalina for decorti- 
cating the stalks of the ramie plant - 


94. France.—Report on the progress of colonisation in Algiers - - 
95. Montenegro.—Report of a tour in the neighbourhood of Cettinge - 
96. Italy.—Report on the yield of cocoons in Italy in 1887 - - 


97. Tunis.—Report on the progress of Tunis since the date of the French 


98. Spain.—Report on the School of Forestry in Spain ~ 
99. Belgium.—Report on the Commercial Museum at Antwerp - 
100. Russia.—Report on grain shipping operations at Nicolaieff 


| 
ld. 
4d. 
5d. 
ld. 
ld. 
1d, 
1d, 
| 
|. | 
1d, 
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